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Chapter 1.

Why this book?

I am assuming that you have accepted the very
substantial scientific evidence that our Universe started out
with an enormous explosion about 15 billion Earth years
back. Since that time the billions of galaxies, each composed
of billions of stars like our sun, are still moving outwards at
enormous speeds.

I am also assuming that you accept the evidence that
our Earth is billions of years old and that the first multi-
cellular life appeared about 600 million years ago, long
before the biblical date for Adam.

If you have not reached acceptance of these
scientific revelations then I suggest you consider the
detailed evidence given in my book ‘God by Evolution’.
In that book I go into the scientific evidence in detail and list
the source references. The book has the deliberately
provocative title ‘God by Evolution’ because I believe that
Christians need to seriously face the reality of a variety of
evolutionary processes in the Universe. A free download
summary of ‘God by Evolution’ is available from
www.factandfaith.co.za

Insistence by some Christians that God made
everything in six days of 24 hours, some 6000 years ago,
places an enormous stumbling block in the path of millions
of people. This stumbling block can be removed, if Christians
can present an alternative biblical view of how God created
and of how he operates in the Universe today.

However, many Christians who are prepared to accept
the Big Bang origin of the Universe, have nevertheless failed
to understand the theological consequences that flow
logically from this scientific view of creation.
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Christianity has today reached another major
‘watershed’ in its history. The revelation about God,
revealed to us through his creation, is a powerful ‘voice of
God’, described by King David of old as ‘The heavens declare
the glory of God, the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they
display knowledge’ (Psalm 19).

In 1633, Christians faced a similar but much less
profound watershed. The newly invented telescope enabled
Galileo to confirm that the Earth went round the sun.
Theologians of his day believed that the scriptures said the
sun went round the Earth. As a result Galileo was branded a
heretic and the Inquisition forced him to ‘repent’ of his
heresy. However, after some years the Christians realized
that the ‘voice of God’ speaking through ‘the heavens
declare’, was trying to tell them that their interpretation of
certain scriptures was incorrect.

When 17th century Christians realized that science
was right and the Earth really did go round the sun, they
then recognized the need to re-examine key scriptures
relating to this. They discovered that the scriptures they
used, to back their original view, that the sun went round
the Earth, could be seen as poetic.
For instance, Psalm 19 speaks of:
In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun,
which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion,
like a champion rejoicing to run his course.
It rises at one end of the heavens,
and makes its circuit to the other;
Nothing is hidden from its heat

Theologians began to realize that this was a poetic
description written within the knowledge prevailing when it
was written. It speaks powerfully of the mystery and
grandeur of the Creator but cannot be taken as a scientific
text.

This other voice of God, mentioned in Psalm 19,
namely, The heavens declare, has given us an increasingly
powerful commentary on the greatness of God and how he
operates in his Universe. It is this ‘voice of God’, speaking
to us from creation, that has been enormously enlarged by
scientific discovery in our generation. God intends us to
listen to this ‘voice’ and seriously consider what he is saying
to us.
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The watershed we face today presents us with a
choice, either to slip down the slippery slope towards
increasing conflict with vast numbers of people raised in our
scientific and technological generation, or to be prepared to
re-interpret our understanding of key passages in the Bible.

If we decide to re-examine some traditional
interpretations of scripture, we will discover that
reconciliation is possible between the discoveries of science
and the Bible. All we need to do is to look at legitimate
alternative translations of the original Hebrew writings and
then to choose the interpretation that is in line with the
broad sweep of scientific discovery.

The Bible has a remarkable quality, enabling it to
be relevant to the spiritual needs of all generations and
all levels of human knowledge. It is exciting to see that the
Bible message can be fully relevant to the needs of our
scientific and technological generation.

However, if Christianity is to be fully relevant to
our generation and fully reconcilable with scientific
discovery, it does have to honestly face at least five
major revelations from science.

1. The age of our Universe and Earth is billions of years
old, not just thousands.

2. The existence of many evolutionary processes.

3. The existence of life long before the biblical date of
Adam.

4. The existence of physical death right from the dawn of
life on Earth, as is shown by the fossils.

5. The existence of anatomically modern humans before
the biblical date for Adam.

These major revelations from science are discussed in
detail in my book ‘God by Evolution’, together with extensive
references. However, these and other issues are now
summarized in this book.
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The challenge facing Bible believing Christians,
falls within two main alternatives.

1. We may decide to hold to our traditional
interpretations of the scriptures and fight every
scientific discovery that seems to threaten our
interpretations.

2. We may embark upon a courageous re-examination of
traditional interpretations and be willing to modify
some previously held beliefs. This process has taken
place several times during church history. I believe we
find ourselves faced with the need for a new
‘Reformation’ !

If we do not face these issues then we are in
danger of seriously diminishing the impact of the Gospel
message for many sincere seekers after God.

This book present a way of achieving this
reconciliation without discarding any of the Bible and
without treating any of it as a myth or analogy.
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Chapter 2

Summary: Design or chance?
If we try to summarise the evidence for chance or

design in the Universe, we find ourselves facing just two
major alternatives. Either the Universe has been specifically
designed by the Creator, or there are an infinite number of
possible universes. In the latter case we just happen to be in
the one in a trillion chance Universe that is ideally suited for
intelligent life. Because we just happen to be in this Universe
it appears to us to be the result of design, when in fact it is
the outcome of blind chance.

Scientists call this view the Anthropic or Multiverse
Theory. However, the possible existence of other universes is
only a ‘working hypothesis’ or theory. There is no evidence
that other universes exist, let alone trillions of possibilities.

In other words, both the Intelligent Design’ option and
the ‘multiple universe’ option can be looked at as theories or
‘working hypotheses’. This is because neither can be proved
correct by science. This places both options on an equal
footing and so there is no reason why both should not be
taught in schools and universities.

In real life we never get something from nothing and,
according to the Second law of Thermodynamics, the Big
Bang was an incredibly organised and precise event. Many
amazing ‘co-incidences’ have been discovered, all adding up
to statistical odds against chance that are astronomically
great. To emphasise the minuteness of the possibility of
chance, for explaining all this, consider the following
illustration by Dr. Louw Alberts, retired South African
professor of Physics.

He writes, if our earth was made up of sand grains,
there would be 1031 such sand grains. Now place 1024 other
such earths (10, followed by 24 noughts), all made up of
sand grains, onto an imaginary two-pan scale, and balance it
exactly. If you now remove only one sand grain from the pile
of earths, this will give you the deviation similar in scale to
that needed to disrupt the process from the Big Bang to our
present Universe.

To put it another way, the whole process from Big
Bang to our present Universe had to be so precisely arranged
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that only a tiny variation would have made this Universe
impossible. Other physicists have calculated the overall
statistical probability against chance is 1 in 1055.

Some of the amazing ‘co-incidences’ are as follows:

1. The essential features of the Universe are
encoded in a handful of fundamental
numbers. If any of these were even minutely
different from what they are, the Universe
would be unrecognisable.

2. If the strong nuclear force were just a few
percent stronger, the sun would have burnt
up all its hydrogen fuel in less than a second.

3. Other fundamentals that need to be exactly
as they are include the speed of light, the
strength of gravity, and the charge on an
electron.

4. Gravity behaves completely differently to
other known forces. It acts on everything,
including light. It is 30 times weaker than
other forces. This is a vital fact that keeps
your chair from falling through the floor,
because the electrical bonds that hold
together a layer of wood are stronger than the
gravitational pull of an entire planet.

5. The cosmological constant has to be exactly
the magnitude it is otherwise it would have
hindered the formation of galaxies and stars.

6. If we extrapolate back in time to when the
Universe was the size of a grapefruit and
matter was 100 orders of magnitude denser,
at this stage the cosmological constant would
have had the same value as now. In other
words, for every 10100 parts matter, physical
processes would have created one part of
vacuum energy. This is a degree of exactitude
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that seems ludicrous to expect from the real
world.

7. Stellar nucleosynthesis, the process within
stars by which the heavier elements essential
for life are manufactured, is only possible
because of very specific quantum properties
of carbon nuclei.

8. Our earth is just the right distance from our
sun to allow water to exist in liquid form and
this is vital for life to exist.

9. Water has peculiar properties, unlike other
similar substances. It seems to break basic
rules of chemistry such as expanding when
freezing. If this were not so then the oceans
and other water bodies would freeze from the
bottom upwards. Since life first appeared in
water, this would have made it impossible.
Water is a vital part of all life’s chemistry.

10. Our sun is one of very few suns that have a
relatively stable heat production, essential for
life.

11. Another unusual characteristic of our sun is
its orbit around the centre of the galaxy. This
prevents it plunging into the inner galaxy
where life-threatening supernovae are more
common.

12. Our planet is, as far as we can tell, the only
one in our solar system that has plate
tectonics, resulting in the movement of
continents and the up-welling and sinking
of molten rocks below the continents. This
process is essential for life as we know it.

13. The search for life elsewhere in our Universe
is increasingly showing that our earth is
unusually suited for life. The size and
situation of the moon is also vitally important
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and our sun is a rare class of suns, with
relatively stable orbit through a part of the
galaxy with less chance of collision with
comets. Our cousin planet Jupiter appears to
shield the earth from most asteroid strikes. If
there are other planets out there, suitable for
life, they must be very rare.

14. Our planet is the only one in our Solar
System with a moon of an appreciable size to
the planet it orbits. This keeps our tilt stable
and maintains a relatively stable climate.
Rare moons such as ours may be necessary
for the emergence of life.

15. Even our earth’s position in our galaxy is
important. If we were closer to the galactic
centre animal life would be at much greater
risk from mass extinctions. But if we were
further away there wouldn’t be enough of the
heavy elements needed to build rocky planets,
and to fuel the radioactivity that keeps plate
tectonics rolling.

16. The origin of the complex DNA code of life,
which is acknowledged to be the best of more
than a billion possible codes. Those who have
studied this amazing blueprint for life admit
that it is extremely unlikely that such an
efficient code arose by chance.

17. The appearance of photosynthesis right at the
start of life on earth was essential for all
future life. This created the oxygen in our
atmosphere. However, this process has been
described as the most complicated reaction in
the biosphere. So we are faced with the reality
that the most complex reaction known to life
appeared at the very dawn of life!
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18. The statistically minute chance that amazing
complexities, such as humans, came about in
spite of several episodes of mass extinction of
life by comet strikes on earth.

19. The difficulty in explaining the appearance of
many biological structures, such as the
human eye and a myriad of complex chemical
systems within living organisms, that do not
fulfil their complex functions until almost
fully formed. Even the origin of the first
simple living cell presents us with enormous
questions. A simple cell is composed of many
parts, all of which have to be present
simultaneously for a cell to function. The DNA
code of life is just one of these complex
components. If these arose via mutations and
natural selection alone, this implies a whole
series of amazing and statistically unlikely
‘co-incidences’.

20. The overall statistical chance of all the vital
ingredients falling into place by chance, is
incredibly small. It has been calculated as
less than 1 part in 1055. In the real life
situations that we face around us, we would
normally conclude that such statistical odds
say ‘impossible’.

This statistical improbability, that all these fine-tuning
realities are found in one Universe, is further illustrated as
follows:
If you covered the whole of the United States of America
with small coins, edge to edge and from north to south and
east to west. Now, if you placed other coins on all of this
great area of coins and continued piling upwards until
reaching the moon. If you were told that within this great
mountain of coins there was just one that was different to
the rest. The statistical probability of finding this one coin
would be 1 in 1055.
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Chapter 3

Summary: Age of Universe and Earth
Some of the evidence can be summarised as follows:

1. There is strong evidence that our Universe is
expanding and, judging from its present size and
speed of expansion, this implies billions of years of
Earth time since the Big Bang origin.

2. Our powerful telescopes, with known magnification
power, enable us to gain some insight into the
vastness of the Universe and the average distance
between the millions of galaxies, each composed of
millions of stars.

3. The vastness of the Universe is also shown by
comparing the intensity of light reaching us from
distant galaxies. The doubling of distance reduces
brightness by a factor of four.

4. Discovery that the red shift, in light coming from
distant galaxies, is proportional to their distance. This
led to calculations showing that the approximate
distance to some galaxies is about 12 billion light-
years. A ‘light year’ is the distance light travels
through space in one Earth year. It travels at
approximately 300,000 km each second or about 9.5
trillion kilometres in one year.

5. Development of radio telescopes has now enabled
direct measurement of the distance to one galaxy that
is 23.5 million light years away. This independent
measurement is now used as a yard-stick to refine
other previous estimates for distant galaxies.

6. Observations of distant galaxies show that the most
distant ones are receding from us at rates directly
proportional to their distance. This seems to confirm
earlier evidence that the Universe is expanding.
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7. The total evidence from astronomy all points to a
Universe that is very large and very old. It is at least
12 billion light years radius. Therefore, the light we
see has been travelling towards us for millions and
billions of earth years. Therefore the Universe is at
least that old.
Some have suggested that light may have travelled
faster in the early Universe, resulting in a Universe
that seems to be much older than it is. However, to
shrink a 12 billion year old Universe to just 6000
years, would mean increasing the speed of light by 2
million times!
Furthermore, it is impossible to change the speed of
light without changing all the other energy
relationships in the Universe. As Einstein’s formula
E=mc2 clearly states, if we change the speed of light ‘c’
this changes the relationship between energy ‘E’ and
mass ‘m’. Any change in the speed of light would make
our Universe impossible.
Even if future research should come to the most
unlikely conclusion that the Big Bang never took
place, we would still be faced with a Universe that is
billions of light years across and is therefore billions of
years old.

8. Our planet Earth is not as old as the Universe.
However, the heavy elements needed for life were all
manufactured within stars that later exploded as
supernovae. This dust then accumulated into planets
such as ours. We are the end result of a series of suns
being born, living out their long lives, and then
exploding as supernovae. This process has involved
millions of years.

9. We study the age of Earth in various ways. These
include a variety of radiometric dating techniques, the
speed of continental drift, the geology of rock
formation and erosion, the speed of mountain
formation and the evidence from ice cores drilled
through Antarctic ice.
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10.Dating techniques are based on the known rate of
decay of radioactive minerals. The time taken for half
the atoms to decay is the half-life. Twelve different
studies of the oldest rocks in Greenland, using five
different techniques on one rock formation, gave the
calculated age as between 3.55 and 3.74 billion years.
Some people suggest this rate of decay may have
changed over time. There is no evidence for this and
consider that, to shrink a timescale of 3 billion years
to a mere 6000 years, means speeding up the process
500,000 times! Since each decay is accompanied by
radiation, such a theoretical acceleration would have
heated the entire Earth into a ball of molten rock!
The rates of radioactive decay have now been
measured in laboratories for over 100 years and have
been found to be reliable.

11.Geological studies reveal that processes of rock
formation, erosion of mountains and mountain
formation, all point to long periods of time, not just a
few thousand years. The continents are floating on
molten magma. Beneath each mountain ridge is a
corresponding ‘root’ of rock below the floating
continent. As mountains are slowly eroded away, the
whole mountain rises upwards. This slow upward
movement has been demonstrated in parts of Europe
that are still slowly rising, ever since removal of the
enormous weight of ice at the end of the last ice age
some 10,000 years ago. This process is also seen in
places where marine fossils are now situated in rocks
at great height above sea level.

12.Another dating method called C14 is reliable only to
40,000 years ago. Within accepted margins of error
this method has given many reliable dates for objects
of independently known age. One biblical example is
the tunnel dug by King Hezekiah. The biblical date is
between 715 and 686 BC and the carbon dating of
plants in the original plaster of the tunnel, gives a
date of around 700 BC.
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13.Numerous archaeological remains have now been
dated, and these include human bones of individuals
who lived in Europe at least 30,000 years ago. In other
words, these anatomically modern humans lived long
before the biblical date for Adam (4157 BC). The
existence of such people may also be supported by
biblical references, including the origin of Cain’s wife,
the people he feared would kill him when he fled from
the Garden of Eden, the people he was building a city
for, and the descriptions of ‘sons of God’, ‘daughters of
men’ and the ‘Nephilim’.

14.Another commentary on the date of the earth is from a
study of continental drift. At one time there was one
super-continent and this slowly broke up into our
present pattern. This process continues today.
Measurements of its speed and distances moved show
that Africa and South America started to split apart
about 160 million years back. We now know the
geological forces causing this movement. Although it is
possible that the speed of movement may have varied
a bit in the past, this variation is within narrow
margins of possibility.

15.One of the first continents to break away was
Australia. Its unique types of animals show that this
took place before placental mammals were on the
earth. In other continents, we find fossils of Australian
type animals, but nearly all these were brought to
extinction by the later arrival of placental mammals.
In other words, the distribution of live animals and
fossils around the world, also bears witness to this
process of slow continental drift.

16.Our planet originally had an atmosphere without
significant levels of oxygen. We now know that nearly
all the oxygen was created by photosynthesis within
plants. However, in order to raise the oxygen level to
that needed by higher life forms, this would have
taken several million years.



19

17.Within the past 15 years, drilling has been
undertaken in the Antarctic, down through the ice
that has accumulated year by year for thousands of
years. We now have a continuous ice core dating back
about 800,000 years. This age is shown by subtle
changes in the ice, caused by snowfall during annual
winter and summer conditions in the Antarctic.

18.Also within the Antarctic, we have found fossil beds
containing animals that lived in temperate climates,
such as cold blooded amphibians. Clearly, these rocks
are below the 800,000 years of accumulated snowfall.
In other words, these fossilised animals lived and died
more than 800,000 years ago. This fossil find gives
further support to the slow process of continental
drift. It shows that Antarctic land was once situated in
temperate or tropical climates, suitable for cold-
blooded amphibians.

This sort of evidence, from many independent lines of
investigation, convinces most people that our Earth is at
least millions of years old. In fact it must be billions of
years old.
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Chapter 4

God of the Timeless Dimension
At some point we have to face the question of the

ultimate origins of our Universe. It could not have been
created out of nothing. Logically, the energy locked into our
Universe had to come, via the Big Bang, from some sort of
energy that existed before the Big Bang.

Science is revealing that the sub-atomic particles
(actually pockets of energy), such as electrons, protons,
neutrons etc, all behave in ways that show they are not
limited by time and place. If you do something to one particle
this has measurable effects on all the other particles, even if
separated by enormous distances.

This has led science to coin descriptive words such as
‘non-locality’, ‘superposition’ and ‘entanglement’.
Interactions between these ‘particles’ are not just fast,
they are instantaneous!

The whole of the quantum reality, exposed by modern
quantum physics, behaves in ways that demand acceptance
of a real Timeless Dimension. An acceptance of the Timeless
Dimension, with all its probable sub-dimensions, has the
potential for far greater diversity of reality than we can
experience within the space/time dimensions. This is
because any ‘consciousness’ existing within this dimension
is totally freed from the constraints of time and locality.

However, we know that our visible Universe is limited
by time. We are locked into the ‘Arrow of time’, meaning that
we have to move from our past into our future at a pre-
determined rate. However, our visible Universe is built up
from the sub-atomic ‘particles’ that behave in timeless ways.
Thus, in a very real sense, our Universe is held together
by this Timeless Dimension.

Since our Universe is held together by the
Timeless Dimension, it logically follows that God, who
operates in and through this dimension, is
instantaneously aware of every event that takes place
throughout the Universe. Furthermore, he is able to
interact with any point in our time frame
instantaneously.
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The God who acts ‘through all and in all things’,
certainly has the ability to notice when One sparrow falls to
the ground and he knows how many hairs are on your head
(words of Jesus).

Clearly, the voice of God speaking to us from The
heavens declare the glory of God (Psalm 19), has enabled us
to understand a lot more about this incredible God, the
creator of all things. We should not forget that it is
science that is revealing more of His greatness.

The human mind and consciousness still mystifies
scientists. Entry into the Timeless Dimension is dependent
on the entrant being in an energy form without locality. All
forms of matter are excluded, because matter is localised
time-trapped energy. The laws of physics, operating in our
Universe, state that matter cannot be accelerated to the
speed of light. At the speed of light time ceases to exist. We
are obviously made from matter and so we cannot enter the
Timeless Dimension by accelerating to the speed of light.

We cannot enter timelessness as creatures of
mortality. In the New Testament Paul wrote, flesh and blood
cannot inherit the Kingdom of God, nor does the perishable
inherit the imperishable (1 Corinthians 15:50). However,
‘consciousness’, which is an entity without mass, can escape
into the Timeless dimension.

Since ‘thought’ and ‘consciousness’ are a form of
‘associated energy’ that has no mass, the human mind is
able to contact the Timeless Dimension. This thought
transfer between minds can occur instantaneously,
independent of distance and independent of time. This helps
explain how prayer works. The almighty power of God’s
mind can pick up the words and thoughts of our puny
human minds.

Just as our world has levels of energy complexity and
has culminated in the amazing energy manifestation called
life, in similar manner the Timeless Dimension can include
the equivalent degrees of complexity, including a dimension
of ‘timeless consciousness’ and/or a dimension of ‘spirit’.

Science suggests that within the Timeless Dimension
no information is ever lost. We just do not know how to
access this information. However, if we could discover the
key to opening up access to the ‘quantum library’, we would
find amazing things, such as the quantum book of our lives!
It is not surprising that Paul could write, “Therefore judge
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nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He
will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will
expose the motives of men’s hearts (1 Corinthians 4:5). This
will take place on the day when God will judge men’s secrets
through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares (Romans 2:16).
Jesus said, But I tell you that men will have to give account on
the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken
(Matthew 12:36).

If we now consider in greater detail the dimension
of reality that we call God. He is the supreme intelligence
and he operates within the Timeless Dimension, but is
independent of this dimension. He, like the cosmic laws that
gave rise to the Big Bang, is transcendent. This means he
exists before the Universe was created and will continue to
exist if the Universe ends. Once we admit that intelligence
exists within the Timeless Dimension, this makes it possible
to accept the reality of ‘spirit beings’, such as angels and
demons. This realm of spirit can be considered the 6th

Dimension of reality.
How could the mind of God cause the Big Bang?

The key would seem to be the power of mind over matter.
How about God, with his awesomely great mind, causing the
Big Bang event by ‘thinking into’ the infinite energy of the
Timeless Dimension and wilfully imposing a ‘locality’, an
instant of ‘now’? A very precisely calculated amount of
timeless energy suddenly confined to time.

We read, throughout the biblical descriptions of the
creative acts of God, the phrase, God said…and it came to be
so (Genesis chapter 1). Words are the creation of thought. We
could equally say, God thought and it came to be so.

Much has been said in science about ‘Chaos Theory’.
The apparently chaotic movements in the quantum world of
sub-atomic ‘particles’, contrasts with much more predictable
events in the macroscopic world (the world we can see). Since
the macroscopic is built from the quantum world, there
logically have to be mechanisms for creating order out of
apparent chaos. In the quantum world we know that the
final state depends on very slight inputs or ‘initial
conditions’. For instance, it has been suggested that a
hurricane in America could have been started by a butterfly
wing beat in Japan!



24

To my mind ‘chaos’ in the quantum world is the
ideal medium for the influence of ‘mind’ over matter.
Just a very slight nudge by God can create direction towards
a desired outcome. In this way God can ‘think’ into
quantum chaos the initial conditions that lead to pre-
calculated outcomes.

If a locality, or an instant of ‘now’, is introduced into
the Timeless Dimension by means of the concentrated mind
power of the Creator, then this could cause an instantaneous
concentration of a portion of timeless energy into one
locality. In a sense the past, present and future aspects of a
precisely measured portion of timeless energy, would be
instantly concentrated into an enormous burst of energy, a
Big Bang burst of NOW.

Once the Universe was created, God controls the
detailed evolution of it, mainly through the laws of
physics, that are an inescapable part of the Universe he
initiated, but also by exerting the power of his Mind to
impose initial conditions onto the ‘chaos’ of the
quantum world. In both cases we propose the continuing
and intimate influence of his super-mind over matter. Once
we accept this truth, we are no longer surprised at the
many ‘co-incidences’ that were vitally important during
the evolution of the Universe. They were not co-incidences.

This control of nature, by the Mind of God, still
continues. He thinks initial inputs into quantum situations
all the time. This controls the processes of change and even
the weather. The thoughts of his ‘mind’ can influence and
direct situations in millions of human lives simultaneously,
as has been the experience of many people.

God is also the great mathematician, and the whole of
reality is based within a mathematical framework. Some of
that mathematics has no clear function to us other than to
emphasise that he is a mathematician. For instance, have
you ever wondered why the moon and the sun look to us to
be exactly the same size, even though the sun is vastly
larger? The sun diameter is 400 times greater than the
moon, but it is 400 times further away from us. The
distance, size and orbital paths of the sun, moon and earth
result in total eclipses of the sun and moon. The cycle of
eclipses is so constant that most ancient cultures were able
to predict them. Furthermore, biological studies have
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revealed that numerous creatures relate their migrations and
behaviour to phases of the moon. As it says in Genesis, ‘God
appointed the heavenly lights to determine times and
seasons’.

The importance of the ‘mind’ of God, in relation to the
planning and creation of the Universe, throws new light on
words written long ago. We know that words are the
expression of thoughts, and thoughts are the creation of
mind. We read, In the beginning was the Word and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in
the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him
nothing was made that has been made. (John 1:1-3).

It is the Timeless Dimension energy that is the
powerhouse of the Universe. This is the 5th Dimension that
permeates throughout the time-locked Universe. The 6th

Dimension of Spirit and the 7th Dimension that is God, all
operate through the Timeless Dimension.

This Seventh dimension (God) is involved in all things
and is through all things. By operating in and through the
energy of the Timeless Dimension, with its non-localised
vibrations, all of time-bound energy (matter) is sustained and
held together. The Bible was far ahead of the times when
Paul was inspired to write, He is before all things, and in him
all things hold together (Colossians 1:17). Again, For from
him and through him and to him are all things (Romans
11:36).

The Timeless Dimension (in biblical terminology
‘eternity’), propels time towards timelessness, it creates the
‘arrow of time’ and the ‘arrow of gravity’. It propels
electromagnetic radiation, such as light, throughout millions
of light years of travel through space. It interacts with time to
produce quanta of energy that create what we call mass. For
a suggested full explanation of these amazing realities see my
book ‘God by Evolution’.

At the Big Bang origin, positive, negative and charge-
less pockets of energy were formed, that are the building
blocks of the time-locked Universe. This Timeless Dimension
interacts with time-locked energy to create mass, electricity
and gravity.
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If we extrapolate backwards from the present-day
Universe to the Big Bang singularity, we discover a state of
apparently infinite density and apparently infinite energy. It
appears to be infinite density and infinite energy because, at
the exact moment of the Big Bang, we encounter the
interface between a purely timeless energy matrix that is
infinite and the creation of a localised limitation of this
timeless energy into a moment of ‘now’. That limitation of
energy into ‘now’ concentrated part of infinity into time-
locked matter. At the Big Bang time and timeless infinity
meet.

There is no true ‘chaos’ in the cosmos. What appears
to be chaos to an observer in the time dimension of human
experience, is in fact our partial view of total reality. Within
the Timeless Dimension all outcomes are known in advance
throughout the Universe. Therefore, chaos and chaos
theory are only relevant as a way of describing our
limited time-constrained view of total reality.

Cosmology thrives on amazing proposals such as
‘cosmic super strings’ and ‘wormholes’. These scientific
theories all point in the same direction. They are all
struggling to explain a Universe that is very mysterious and
‘mind boggling’ to the human intellect. The proposers of
these theories are all trying to understand the relationship
between time and timelessness. I believe all the amazing
scientific discoveries point to the reality of the Timeless
Dimension and to the reality of God.

There is plenty of room within cosmology and physics
for the existence of a very supreme and awesome being. In
the beginning God made the heavens and the Earth (Bible:
Genesis 1:1). I am convinced that an understanding of the
seven dimensions of reality, holds the key to a
comprehensive ‘Theory of Everything’, that ties up and inter-
relates all the observed realities of the Universe.

We live in a seven dimension cosmos, with
dimensions of length, breadth, height, time,
timelessness, spirit and God. If we leave out any one of
these dimensions, we will inevitably fail to grasp how the
whole of reality is interrelated and forms part of one
awesome whole.

Some of the characteristics of God can be deduced
from our studies of the Universe. His existence within the
Timeless Dimension must mean that he is aware of every
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detail in the Universe. In order to be present everywhere he
must exist in the eternal ‘now’. That ‘now’ experience is
nevertheless free to move instantaneously to any point in
time and to any place in the Universe. This is because he
operates within the non-locality of the Timeless Dimension.

If he is independent of time and locality he can be in
control of every part of the cosmos simultaneously. He has
to be omnipresent, all knowing (omniscient), have access
to all power and be eternally existent. He is the ‘I am that
I am’, the ever present ‘I Am’ revealed to Moses.

By way of summary:

God acts in and through Transcendent Laws that existed
before time and matter were created. These laws control the
Timeless Dimension. They controlled the Big Bang Creation
that God initiated.

The Quantum reality of electrons, protons, etc, all behave in
timeless ways. There is instantaneous and universe-wide
communication between all parts of this quantum reality.
The quantum reality must operate within the Timeless
Dimension!

Our Universe, that is locked into time, is made up from and
held together by the quantum reality.

The God who is in all things, through all things and by whom
all things hold together, operates in and through this same
Timeless Dimension.

We can start to understand how God really does
instantaneously know every event and process taking place
in the Universe.

God really does notice when one sparrow falls to the ground.
He really does know how many hairs are on your head!

He controls large and small events by imposing ‘initial
conditions’ onto the Quantum reality by the power of his
mind. In this way he has guided the course of cosmic and
Earth history. In this way he can interact with individual
humans such as you and I.
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The Bible got it right. Our God is Immortal, everlasting
(timeless), present everywhere at once (omnipresent), all
knowing (omniscient) and he really does control the
Universe.

He really does hold you ‘in the palm of his hand’.
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Chapter 5

Evolutionary processes and God.
What do we understand by the word evolution? There

are at least four ways of using this word. For instance, we
can talk about the evolution of the motorcar from model T
Ford, through various improvements, to the most modern
production model. Here we do not consider the methods used
to produce the series of improved vehicles. However, in the
back of our mind we do know that designers, engineers,
mechanics, production lines and many other types of input
have been involved.

A second use of the word evolution is to describe a
process whereby one state changes to another state, as the
inevitable consequence of the operation of natural and
essentially predictable laws. The sequence of changes is
theoretically predictable, if we know enough about the laws
and conditions operating.

A third use of the word evolution can include a
process of change that is influenced by natural laws, but
relies to a significant extent on chance events that are not
predictable. According to this view, the evolution of the
Universe and life was not totally predictable, even if all the
laws and conditions could be fully known.

A fourth view of evolution is as a process of change,
from one state to another, but this sequence of changes is
guided by an intelligent mind or master planner. This view
does not deny the role of laws and definable processes, but
says that these are controlled and guided by the mind of the
Creator.

When applying these approaches to living things, most
people will admit that progressively more complex forms of
life have appeared in the fossil record. The time scales may
be open to debate. However, most people accept that major
changes have taken place over a period of time and the
overall picture is one of increasing complexity.

Many people accept some sorts of evolutionary
change, such as the expansion of the Universe from its Big
Bang origin, or the processes of continental drift, but they
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often battle with any suggestion that evolution took place
within life.

Many fear that acceptance of biological evolution
implies a purely chance process and chance seems to
conflict with belief in the Creator God. In my book ‘God by
Evolution’ I show how an expanded understanding of God
and of the dimensions of reality, can remove the fear that
scientific discoveries conflict with belief in the Creator.

With my training as a scientist and zoologist, I
cannot escape the conclusion that the Universe contains
many evolutionary processes. For instance, we can see
that stars have beginnings, as they condense from gas
clouds, go through various stages as nuclear furnaces and
finally flare up and explode into massive supernovae or die
back into Brown Dwarves. We can see examples of these
stages when we peer into the heavens with our powerful
scientific instruments.

Physicists tell us that the Big Bang initially produced
a Universe of only hydrogen and helium gasses, with minute
traces of lithium and deuterium. All the other heavier
elements were formed within giant nuclear reactors at the
centre of stars.  When some of these stars exploded as Super
Novae, the heavier elements were dispersed throughout the
Universe. The next generation of stars, formed from
condensing cosmic dust, were no longer made up only from
hydrogen and helium but now contained the other elements.

Our Earth, containing all the many elements
necessary for life, was only possible after generations of suns
had formed, lived out their ‘lives’ and then exploded. Dust
from these later explosions collected into planets like our
own. Our Earth is the result of the evolution of suns with
progressively greater amounts of heavier elements.

There are many examples of continuing evolutionary
change in the physical Universe. For theists (believers in a
God who is still involved in his creation) the key question to
ask is; Are these evolutionary processes caused by direct,
indirect and/or continuous intervention by God, or are
they only the result of natural laws and purely chance
events?
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The most heated debate about evolution centres on
life, its origin and development from first living cell to human
being. The vast majority of people, who have been exposed to
modern scientific discoveries, have accepted that some sort
of evolutionary processes have led to progressive changes in
the Universe and on Earth. In the case of life, we can see
strong evidence of evolutionary changes within each
level of genetic complexity, but at the same time we
have to face some major problems encountered by
scientists, when trying to explain the causes of major
genetic ‘up-grades’.

The way that some scientists have explained biological
evolution has understandably made many Christians rebel
against it. As a zoologist, I believe that some people have
become confused between two distinct processes. The
first involves variation of life forms into many similar but
different species, all with the same or very similar amounts
of genetic material (DNA) in each of their cells. The second
process involves the major ‘genetic upgrades’ that took place
over time. For instance the upgrade from single cell creatures
to multi-cellular, the upgrade from invertebrate to vertebrate,
from fishes to amphibians, from amphibians to reptiles and
birds and from reptiles to mammals.

Regarding the first process, this can be seen all
around us. Science certainly can show that there is an
amazing diversity within life forms. Life has the ability to
vary and adapt to a great variety of ecological conditions. We
can actually see the process of variation and adaptation
taking place. Science can demonstrate that this process
leads to new species.

Regarding the larger changes, involving increased
amounts of complexity, in each of these ‘genetic upgrades’
there was an increase in the total amount of genetic
material. The general pattern is for more complex organisms
to have more DNA. For instance, each of our cells contains a
thousand times more DNA than an average single celled
organism.

Classical Darwinian evolution predicts that life has
become more complex by a process of many very small
changes, each caused by random mutations within the DNA
and by natural selection. However, we have many
thousands of fossils of each major complexity of life. If
the ‘upgrades’, between levels of genetic complexity,
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were due to this very slow step by step process, then we
would expect to find millions of intermediate fossils
between each major group. In fact scientists become
excited when they find a few fossils that seem to have
intermediate features between major groups.

It is dangerous to assume that science will not in
time discover mechanisms whereby ‘genetic upgrades’
have taken place. If and when these discoveries are made
they will merely explain, to the theistic Christian, a bit more
about how God has operated in this Universe down through
the ages of time.

Christians who accept the evidence that God is
intimately involved in every minute detail of his
creation, can relax.

Our God is not the ‘God of Gaps’ in our knowledge.
No, he is in all things, through all things and by him all things
are held together. He has chosen to use evolutionary
processes, governed by laws of this Universe (God ordained).
Furthermore, the many cases of amazing ‘irreducible
complexity’ and intricate adaptations to ecological niches, all
speak of the continuing involvement of the Creator, right
down the long history of life on Earth.

The Christian should not be surprised that God can
be intimately involved in every biological process down
through the ages of time. After all, many Christians can tell
of life experiences where prayers have been answered and
where God has impacted human lives in a very personal way.
If he interacts with individual humans within a world
population of billions, why can he not be interacting in detail
with every situation and event in the Universe? Why can he
not be intimately involved in every step of evolutionary
processes?

In addition to being aware of every process and
event, the Christian believes that the Creator can
influence outcomes of all and any process that science
has discovered. There is so much in the Universe that had
to be incredibly fine-tuned, in order for us to be here today.

Science cannot say whether or not the mind of
God has guided the outcomes. Science has no tools or
methods to test such a reality. Therefore, those who choose



33

to believe in the guiding mind of God, in all things and
through all things, are in a similar situation as the scientist.

In scientific terminology, the believer is formulating a
‘working hypothesis’ or theory that says: ‘I believe, the fact
that we are here is evidence that God has been the unseen
controller and guider of evolutionary history’. In similar
manner, the scientist can formulate a ‘working hypothesis’ or
theory that says that ‘all of observable reality is purely the
result of the operation of laws and processes that are part of
the nature of our Universe’.

Clearly, a scientist who is also a believer in such a
God, can personally believe in both ‘working hypotheses’
at the same time.

The believer knows that he cannot use the scientific
method or science to prove his ‘working hypothesis’,
although he can point out that the statistical probability
against chance is enormous. The believer still has to base his
belief in God on a calculated ‘step of faith’. That step of faith
should become an increasingly powerful conviction, due to
other influences in his/her life.

These other ‘influences’ that support the belief in God,
include personal experiences of his reality in our daily lives.
These experiences increase as the believer puts into
operation guidelines found in the Bible, on how to develop a
personal relationship with God.

The Christian will naturally be asking whether the
‘genetic upgrades’ were only caused by existing laws and
processes known to science, or are they evidence of periodic
inputs involving other laws that we are not yet aware of,
such as the power of a super mind (God) over matter?

In other words, each time the Creator knew that
the Earth had reached a stage in its evolution where it
could sustain more complex life, he could have caused a
‘genetic upgrade’. Since all of life shares the same basic
building blocks, such as the same proteins and enzymes,
whatever processes brought about these ‘upgrades’, it used
existing life forms as the starting point.

If God worked with existing creatures and performed
‘genetic engineering’, we do not know what laws and
processes he used. From a human perspective, revealed
through scientific studies, these were evolutionary processes.
Clearly, whatever laws or processes God used to guide the
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evolution within life, more advanced creatures retained many
features of the more primitive life that preceded it on Earth.

In scientific terminology, believers in the Creator can
suggest that God periodically ‘fast tracked’ life in new
directions. The end plan was always mankind, because God
had amazing plans for us, both here on planet Earth but also
for eternity.

The methods God used may be discovered by science,
but the scientific method will not be able to say whether or
not the guiding mind of God was determining the direction
taken by those processes.

As Christians we have a biblical example of
‘genetic engineering’ used by God, in the account of how
he made Eve. He took an existing living creature (Adam) and
formed another living creature (Eve). If he chose this method
to create Eve, why could he not have used similar processes
each time he undertook a ‘genetic upgrade’, down through
the long journey of life?

Unfortunately, there has been a considerable amount
of dishonesty in this debate over evolution. Some of this has
occurred on the scientific side, through proven forgeries and
a reluctance to acknowledge some of the major problems that
present themselves in the fossil record. Periodically other
cases of scientific fraud come to light, but normally other
scientists point these out.

However, the history of religion has shown a
surprising tolerance for dishonesty within its own
establishment. This dishonesty ranges from almost
ridiculous examples, such as the number of pieces of the
‘true cross’ on which Jesus died, as displayed in thousands
of Roman Catholic churches around the world, to putting
forward theories that have no scientific basis as if they were
fact. This tolerance of dishonesty, within some sections of
Christianity, is particularly surprising since Christians
normally emphasise the importance of honesty and truth.

Achieving a harmonious relationship between the
religious and scientific worldviews, will represent one
more stage in the evolution of revelation about God.
Such evolution of revelation is seen within the pages of the
Bible. It started with God’s interaction with Adam. It was
enlarged through Abraham, encoded in written instructions
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and laws by Moses, expanded by various biblical writers,
further clarified and expanded by Jesus, and then
interpreted in the New Testament writings.

In each generation we have witnessed attempts to
apply the biblical message to changing circumstances.  Right
now the challenge for our generation is to re-examine our
Christian heritage and to adapt it to the new insights,
revealed to us by the enormous explosion in human
knowledge during the last 100 years.

To the Christian, it does not really matter exactly
how changes took place, provided our concept of God is
great enough. The key to reconciling science and faith is
having a correct and large enough concept of God. Even if
future research discovers more ‘mechanisms’ whereby
increased genetic complexity comes about, this will still not
alter my conviction that God is ‘in all things, through all
things and by him all things are held together’.

So, exactly where is God in all of this? I believe
he operates in and through the timeless 5th Dimension that
is independent of locality, independent of time, and he is
therefore aware of every minute detail in creation
simultaneously and instantaneously. Within the ‘time
dimension’ he is able to influence outcomes by imposing
initial conditions onto quantum ‘chaos’, through the power of
his super-mind over matter. In this way he is able to direct
and determine what outcomes materialise. This applies to
outcomes of evolutionary processes but also shorter-term
outcomes, such as weather patterns and situations relating
to individual life circumstances of you and I.

This controlling of outcomes by mind power is
probably the normal way that God controls the day by day
running of the Universe. In addition, wherever necessary
during the evolution of this Universe and life, he may have
intervened in a way similar to his intervention at the creation
of Eve from Adam’s genetics.

In other words, at intervals throughout the history of
life, he could have undertaken genetic engineering to ‘jump
start’ existing life forms in new directions. The most likely
candidates for this genetic engineering were situations that
required an increase in complexity, meaning an increase in
genetic material.
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Scientists do not have the means of determining
ultimate causes. Many scientists and many Christians
need a major shift in thinking.

Christians need to know that God has chosen to use
the laws of this Universe to initiate and control the many
evolutionary events revealed to us by science. However, he
has access to other laws that can moderate or even
temporarily suspend the operation of the known laws of
physics.  These are the ‘Transcendent Laws’ that existed
before the Universe came into existence and gave rise to the
incredibly fine-tuned Big Bang event. These same
Transcendent Laws govern behaviour of the sub-atomic
‘particles’, that form the building blocks of our Universe.

God controls the minute steps and processes of
evolution by the power of his mind and by imposing
‘Initial conditions’ onto the apparent chaos of the sub-
atomic dimension of electrons, protons, etc. The
behaviour of these sub-atomic particles appears chaotic to
us when we measure their effects with our time-based
instruments. However, when we freeze activity in this
Timeless Dimension of quantum reality, we only see one
aspect of that reality. We freeze one aspect of timelessness
into a moment of time, a moment of ‘now’.

No wonder that the behaviour of sub-atomic ‘particles’
seems so strange to us. They seem to have multiple
existences and to be in different places simultaneously.
When we force sub-atomic ‘particles’ to be frozen into time,
by measuring them with our time based instruments, then
we see them in only one of their phases.

For instance, light behaves like a wave motion and like
a measurable ‘particle’ of energy, the photon. However, we
can never measure both aspects at once. As soon as we
measure light we freeze it either into a wave or a photon.

However, to the God who operates within and through
this Timeless Dimension of reality, all outcomes are known
in advance. There is no chance in God’s vocabulary! The
Transcendent Laws that control the Timeless Dimension also
enable the control of events within time. We can suggest that
it is these laws that are used by God to impose small ‘initial
inputs’ into the ‘quantum chaos’ operating within the sub-
atomic dimensions, whose mysteries are being revealed to us
by the science of quantum mechanics.
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Little surprise that science can describe a long list
of amazing fine-tuning events that had to be in place, in
order for our Universe to exist. As mentioned earlier,
statisticians have calculated that the probability of our
Universe being the result of pure chance is less than 1 in
1055

In order to visualise this minute chance, we have
to rely on illustrations. We already mentioned the
illustration of covering the whole of the USA with small
coins, edge to edge. Now place other coins on all of these.
Continue piling coins on this enormous area until you reach
the moon. Now, if you were told that this enormous
mountain of coins contained just one different from the rest,
the chance of finding this one coin is the same measure of
probability as 1 in 1055.
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Chapter 6

Reconciling the Genesis account with
science

The Bible book of Genesis is a truly amazing piece of
literature. It was written long before the scientific age and
yet, if understood correctly, is in harmony with all of our
present day knowledge. That statement may surprise you,
but allow me to take you step by step through my reasoning.

The Genesis account is far more flexible than some
Christians have suggested. Some of them have chosen to
believe in six literal days of creation. However, there are
other legitimate translations of the original Hebrew account.

The Hebrew word for DAY is YOM. This same word
‘yom’ is used in at least four very different ways in
Genesis chapters 1 and 2. In chapter 1 verse 4, God saw
that the light was good and he separated the light from the
darkness. God called the light day (yom) and the darkness he
called night. The word ‘yom’ is here used to denote that part
of one earth day when the sunlight is visible (approximately
12 hours).

At the end of each creative ‘day’ we read, And there
was evening and there was morning - the first day (yom). In
like manner there are references to the second day, third
day, etc. In these cases the word ‘yom’ seems to be used to
describe a period from evening to morning. Is this 12 hours
overnight, or does it refer to a complete earth day, or does it
have an even wider meaning?

In chapter 2, the original Hebrew text again uses the
word ‘yom’. Most modern Bible translations have obscured
the correct meaning of this passage. The King James
translation into English is the most accurate rendering of the
original Hebrew. In verse 4, These are the generations of the
heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the DAY
(yom) that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, and
every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every
herb of the field before it grew … Here several of the ‘days’ of
creation are summarised in one long sentence, and it all took
place in the ONE day (yom).
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Another interesting comment on the word ‘yom’ is that
the seventh ‘day’ is not closed off in the same way as the
preceding six. The phrase ‘the evening and the morning’, is
used at the end of each of the first six ‘days’, but the seventh
day is not ended in this way. This suggests that the seventh
‘day’ is still operating. We may be living within the seventh
‘day’!

The word ‘yom’, is also used in the narrative
describing the temptation of Adam and Eve. Again many
modern translations obscure the original Hebrew. The King
James translation again gets it right. God said to Adam, But
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not
eat of it: for in the day (yom) that thou eatest thereof thou
shalt surely die (Genesis 2:9). This use of the word ‘yom’,
here seems to denote a single earth day.

This passage is also a commentary on the meaning of
death, as discussed in my chapter, The origin of death.
Clearly, this passage is not speaking of physical death, but
rather of a spiritual dimension death. This is clearly the case
since Adam and Eve did not die physically on the ‘day’ that
they disobeyed.

Clearly the word ‘yom’ is very flexible in meaning.
Its varied use within Genesis Chapter one and two, should
lead us to question our right to translate it only as an Earth
day of 24 hours. In fact, other accepted Hebrew meanings for
the word include time, times, age and season. (These other
meanings of the word ‘yom’ are used in the translation of
other parts of the Bible from the original Hebrew).  Young
(1939): Analytical Concordance to the Holy Bible’, states that
the word ‘yom’ is used to denote a period of time in 65 places
in the Bible. In its plural form it is used as ‘age’ six times, as
‘year’ five times, and as ‘years’ four times.

In other Bible passages it is emphasised that God is
independent of time. For instance, For a thousand years in
your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch
in the night (Psalm 90:4). Here the writer is not suggesting
that God’s days are 1000 years long by our time standard. In
fact he is saying that time is almost irrelevant – like a day, or
even an hour of sentry duty when it has passed. The relevant
point is that God plans and brings his plans into being. The
time taken to achieve this is hardly worth a mention to a
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being who is independent of time and who lives in the
‘eternal now’.

Some Christians point out that the six days of
creation are, elsewhere in the Bible, given as a reason why
the Israelites were told to work for six days each week and
rest on the seventh. The argument is made that this
connection must mean that these were six literal days of 24
hours in the creation. However, in addition to the reasons
given above, we can note other biblical passages that relate
our 24 hour days to much longer periods of time. For
instance, in the book of Ezekiel, this prophet was told to
perform a ‘prophetic act’, so as to warn the Israelites of the
coming destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians.

Ezekiel was told to lie continually on his left side for
390 days and then on his right side for another 40 days.
Ezekiel was told by God that the 390 earth days represented
390 years that the nation of Israel had rebelled against their
God. The 40 days represented 40 years of rebellion by the
tribe of Judah (Ezekiel 4:1-6). This is a good example of how
a time period in our human experience can represent a much
longer time period in relation to God.

I suggest a legitimate translation of Genesis
chapter 1, that is in harmony with acceptable meanings
of the Hebrew words and in harmony with science, could
be as follows:
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
Regarding the earth, it was initially formless and empty of life,
and darkness covered the surface of the ocean, and the Spirit
of God was hovering over the waters. And God said, “Allow
light to appear” and light came to be. God saw that the light
was good and beneficial, and he separated the light from the
darkness. God called the light portion ‘day’ (yom) and the
darkness portion he called ‘night’. Thus the end (evening) of
the first ‘age’ (yom) came, and the dawning of the new ‘age’
(yom) began.
. And God said, “Allow a space to develop between the
waters of the ocean and the waters in the clouds”. So God
made the clear atmosphere between the ocean and the cloud
cover. And it came to be so. God called the atmosphere ‘sky’.
Thus the evening of the second ‘age’ (yom) came and the
dawning of a new ‘age’ (yom) began.
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And God said, “Allow the waters under the atmosphere
to be gathered to one place, and allow dry ground to appear”.
And it came to be so. God called the dry ground ‘land’, and the
gathered waters he called ‘seas’. And God saw that it was
good.

Then God said, “Allow the land to produce vegetation:
seed bearing plants and trees on the land, that bear fruit with
seed in it, according to their various kinds”. And it came to be
so. The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed
according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it,
according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. Thus
the evening of the third ‘age’ came and the dawning of a new
‘age’ began

.
I will not go right through each of the six ‘Yom’

creative periods in the narrative. However, I must further
point out that, in several places, words are used that suggest
processes. For instance, in verse 11, Then God said, “Allow
the land to produce vegetation. And in verse 20, “Allow
the water to team with living creatures”. Then we read the
words “And it was so”. In fact, a closer translation of the
original Hebrew would read “And it came to be so”. Both
descriptions are most suggestive of processes initiated by
God, to fulfil his plans for the earth.

Some other biblical references suggest processes
involved in the creative acts of God. The prophet Isaiah says,
This is what God the Lord says – he who created the heavens
and stretched them out (Isaiah 42:5). Very similar words
are used in Psalm 104:2, Isaiah 44:24 & 40:22, Jeremiah
10:12 & 51:15, and in Zechariah 12:1. This is very
descriptive of the Big Bang creation and the resulting
expanding Universe!

When we look at the history of our planet from a
scientific perspective, we can see that the order of
events recorded in Genesis are remarkably similar,
provided we allow some flexibility in the translation of some
of the Hebrew words. Such flexibility is fully justified, since
the Hebrew words often have several legitimate meanings.

The Genesis account clearly states that the evolution
of our earth led to a water-covered planet. Until relatively
recently scientists believed that the early Earth was not
initially covered with oceans. However, more recent models of
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planetary formation suggest that it was. Clearly the Genesis
account can be very literally correct.

In some other places in the Genesis account it is
helpful to consider legitimate alternative translations of the
Hebrew words. For instance, in verse 14 we read that on the
fourth ‘day’ God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the
sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as
signs to mark the seasons and days and years, and let there
be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth”.
And it was so. God MADE two great lights – the greater light to
govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also
made the stars.

Science points out that the sun, moon and stars
would have existed long before this time on earth. Yes that is
true, but the Hebrew word used here for ‘made’ is actually
ASAH. It can also be translated as ‘appointed to their
function’. In fact, this Hebrew word is translated in many
different ways in other parts of the Bible. These other
meanings include commit, bring forth, execute, keep, bestow,
in addition to ‘made’.

It is important to realise that the whole Genesis
account is given from an earth perspective, as if viewed
by a hypothetical observer on earth at the time. If we
accept that the word translated as ‘made’ is here intended to
mean ‘appointed to their functions’, then I take this section
to refer to the stage in the earth’s evolution when breaks
appeared more often in the dense cloud cover.

A theoretical observer on the earth would then see
these heavenly bodies for the first time. They were now
potentially available for use in determining ‘times and
seasons’. They could now be ‘appointed’ to serve that
function, not only for mankind but also for initiating and
controlling biological rhythms, breeding seasons, migrations
and a wide variety of other life processes in plants and
animals.

If we summarise the recorded events in each creative
age (yom), we find that there is no attempt to give details of
which living organisms came first (Table 5). The account
simply gives a broad survey. However, it is of interest that
the first forms of life to be mentioned are plants, followed by
sea creatures and flying creatures, followed by land animals
and finally by man. We also need to keep in mind that the
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translators of the original Hebrew into English, have selected
one legitimate translation out of several, and some of these
choices may be misleading.

For instance, in verse 20, And God said, Let the water
teem with living creatures, and let birds (Hebrew word: OPH)
fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky”. Zoologists
point out that, as far as we know, birds did not appear in the
fossil record until after land animals. However, the original
Hebrew word, translated in our English Bible as ‘birds’,
can also refer to ‘flying creatures’. If we take this
reference to mean the abundant flying insect life of that
period, then the order of life, appearing in the Genesis
account, is again very close to that so far revealed by
science. Flying insects did in fact appear earlier than 322
million years ago.

This coincides with the end of the Devonian period of
geological history, in which fishes appeared for the first time
in great abundance in the fossil record. It is therefore
noteworthy that the Genesis account links the
appearance of sea creatures and flying creatures.

Thus, in broad outline Genesis has the order correct,
namely plant life (but fails to mention plants in the sea),
followed by sea creatures, followed by land animals. For an
unscientific account this is remarkably sober and sound,
especially when compared with the amazing creation
accounts found in other early cultures.

Until recently, it was assumed that animal life first
appeared in the sea. However, even this assumption has
recently come under scrutiny. It is possible that the oceans
were initially too salty and animals may have first appeared
in fresh water pools and lakes. This makes us wonder
whether future research may explain why the Genesis
account does not mention animal life in the seas until the
Fifth Age.
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Table 5: Summary of main features of each creative Age in Genesis

Creative Age Main features Major features Agreement with
(Day:Yom) mentioned not mentioned science?

Age 1 Creation of Time scales Yes
Of Universe. not given
Appearance
of light
on Earth.

Age 2 Appearance
of a space No time scales. Yes
between the
sea and
the clouds

Age 3 Appearance
of dry land. No time scales. Yes. Land based
First No mention Vegetation did
vegetation. of sea plants. come first.

Age 4                Appearance of
Sun, Moon No time scales. Yes.
and stars.
(clouds had
thinned enough
as Earth cooled)

Age 5 Sea teeming No time scales. Yes.
with abundant
and large No mention of Science reveals
life forms. type of flying flying insects
Flying creatures. and fish now.
creatures
above
the earth.

Age 6 Appearance of No time scales Yes.
large Land animals
land animals. came after

sea animals.
Appearance of Mankind were
Mankind. Last to appear.

Other ancient creation accounts claim that the
creation of man and the establishment of civilisation was the
result of the struggles of deities for supremacy. This is in
striking contrast to the sober monotheism of the Genesis
account. None of the other stories tackles the origin of the
Universe.
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The Genesis account stands out as unique in its
monotheism, its similarity in broad detail to scientific
discovery, its inbuilt historical detail that is confirmed
by science - including the approximate order in which
life appeared on earth, and details of the correct
historical context for Adam, firmly within the Neolithic
age, through references to agriculture and cities.

The Genesis account can be reconciled with what is
known from science. It is totally illogical to suggest that this
account was derived from the Sumerian, or other highly
mythological accounts prevailing in early cultures. Logic
dictates that the Sumerian accounts are distorted versions of
the earlier biblical one and that the biblical one was possibly
written down by Adam himself, using cuneiform writing on
clay tablets.

As a further example of the accuracy of Genesis, we
can look at verse nine, “Allow the waters under the sky be
gathered to ONE place and let dry ground appear”. God
called the dry ground land and the gathered waters he called
seas. This suggests just one initial landmass, surrounded by
seas. In science we refer to this ancient super-continent as
Gondwana.

Geologists have excellent evidence that this one
continent then slowly split up into several continents,
starting about 170 million years ago with a rift between
Africa and Antarctica. The break between Africa and South
America is believed to have started at least 120 million years
ago.

As mentioned in an earlier chapter, scientific studies
are now measuring the speed of movement between several
continents. They are moving apart at speeds of 2 to 5 cm per
year. Such movement of land masses leads to earthquakes. If
the speed of movement were to increase slightly our earth
would be almost constantly rocked with devastating
earthquakes.

At the present speeds of continental drift it would
have taken at least 160 million years for Africa and South
America to reach their present separated distances. If we
postulate that the movement apart was a little faster in the
earlier stages, then it would have taken a little less time.
Either way, this calculation ties in well with other studies
that suggest that the landmass, Gondwana, started to split
up some 170 million years ago.
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Some people suggest that the separation of continents
could have occurred within days, probably at the time of
Noah’s flood. Incidentally, the Bible account of the great flood
is another case where different interpretations are allowed by
legitimate differences in the meanings of the Hebrew words
used. These are considered in the next chapter where it is
pointed out how we know that this flood was not world-wide.
Some people have suggested that all fossils were created by
the Biblical flood, often referred to as Noah’s flood.

Many of these suggestions are totally un-
acceptable to science and would require me and most
people living today, to commit intellectual suicide if we
accepted them. For the continents to have moved apart so
rapidly would, I believe, have totally destroyed all higher life
forms and any ‘Ark’ such as Noah’s. Even a sudden shift of a
few meters along geological fault lines causes catastrophic
earthquakes, such as the Tsunami of 26 December 2004.

A shift of thousands of kilometres would have
convulsed the earth and caused enormous tidal waves,
kilometres high, to cover the entire earth. Furthermore, there
is no conceivable way that such an event could have
occurred so rapidly. On the other hand, geology has been
able to demonstrate the mechanisms that have caused the
steady process of continental drift and these mechanisms are
still in operation today.

Although we can still witness continental drift, there
have been periods when volcanic activity was on a much
larger scale than at present. At times large ‘plumes’ of molten
lava forced their way upwards through the continental crust
and caused the continents to break apart. The broken parts
then slowly floated apart on a sea of molten mantle, pushed
apart by continuing volcanic up-welling of molten rock at the
fracture points. We can see these fracture points, known as
mid-ocean ridges. They run for thousands of kilometres more
or less halfway between the landmasses, such as the mid-
Atlantic ridge between Africa and America.

The Genesis account of creation is a remarkable
pre-scientific age document, and the similarity between
the order of events described and the order discovered by
science is truly amazing. The main aim of the Genesis
account is to state that God is the originator of all things.
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How he achieved this and the time taken, is apparently
hardly relevant to the writer. The account does allow for
great periods of time, provided we accept that the Hebrew
word ‘yom’ has several legitimate meanings and that ‘yom’ is
in fact used in at least three entirely different ways in the
Genesis account.

However, if we accept this good scientific evidence, it
indicates to the Christian that God has used processes and
long periods of time to achieve his pre-determined goals. This
realisation immediately forces us to look again at other
assumptions made about the character of God and his
justice.

An acceptance of evolutionary processes and long
time scales, forces us to look at questions such as the
‘origin of mankind’, the ‘origin of physical death’, the
relevance of the biblical account of ‘the Garden of Eden’,
the ‘justice of God’, and several other interrelated issues.
However, before we look at all these relevant questions we
will first consider the biblical flood of Noah’s time.
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Chapter 7

The biblical flood
The biblical account of a great flood that wiped out

most of civilised humanity has been ridiculed by many.
Certainly the way it has been understood by some has
opened the door to ridicule. However, I believe there is
another legitimate approach to this account that makes it
acceptable to people with a scientific background, and also to
those who accept the Bible as their ultimate guide for faith
and doctrine.

I now aim to show the logic behind this flood having
been of limited extent, not covering the whole world.

Traditions in many countries and cultures hint at
some great flood having taken place. It is also significant that
archaeology places the origin of agriculture and the later
origin of complex civilisation in the Middle East. There is
strong evidence showing that the first civilisation spread out
across the world from this Middle East origin. This migration
started around 2000 BC, about 500 years after the biblical
date of the flood. This is the most likely reason why diverse
tribes in various parts of the world still have stories about a
great flood.

A superficial reading of the flood account in
Genesis may give the impression that it covered the
entire world. However, the Bible does not state this. For
various reasons, I believe that the flood did not cover the
entire world. It most probably only covered that portion of
the world where the first advanced civilisation started, and
where it was still concentrated.

With regard to the concentration of mankind, it is
noteworthy that the origins of agriculture, the start of
complex cities, mining, writing, migration patterns of modern
mankind and the origin of language all indicate that they
spread out over the earth from the Middle East origin.

Since the spread of civilisation beyond the Middle
East only started about 2000 BC, it is likely that, at the
time the Bible says the flood occurred (2456 BC),
civilisation was still localised within this Middle East
area. Thus, a major flood in that region could have
decimated the first complex civilisation. It would have taken
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time, perhaps a few hundred years, for the few survivors in
that region (only Noah and family according to the Bible) to
multiply enough to show significant archaeological remains.

Before commenting further, we can read parts of the
actual account in the Bible (Genesis chapters 6 to 8). In
chapter 6: 13, God said to Noah, “I have decided to put an
end to all mankind. I will destroy them completely, because
the world is full of their violent deeds. Build a boat for yourself
out of good timber; make rooms in it and cover it with tar
inside and out. Make it 133 meters long, 22 meters wide, and
13 meters high. Make the roof for the boat and leave a space
of 44 centimetres between the roof and the sides. Build it with
three decks and put a door on the side. I am going to send a
flood on the earth to destroy every living being. Everything on
the earth will die, but I will make a covenant with you. Go into
the boat with your wife, your sons and their wives. Take into
the boat with you a male and a female of every kind of animal
and every kind of bird, in order to keep them alive. Take along
all kinds of food for you and for them”. Noah did everything
that God commanded.

We need to consider some key questions. Firstly, did
the flood cover the whole world? Whenever the English
Bible translators have written the word ‘earth’ or ‘world’ in
these early chapters of the book of Genesis, this has been
translated from one or other of only two Hebrew words,
namely ADAMAH or ERETS.

These two words are translated elsewhere in the Bible
in the following ways, and approximately the number of
times listed (Robert Young: Analytical concordance to the
Holy Bible):

ADAMAH ERETS
Country once Country 140
Earth 53 Earth very frequent
Ground 43 Field once
Husbandry once Ground 96
Land 125 Land very frequent

World 4

We can see that these words are hardly ever
translated as WORLD in other parts of the Bible. The
account of the flood could just as well be translated as
Covering the entire land, ground or country.
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I have no problem with the mechanics by which Noah
collected a number of animals into the Ark. Archaeology has
shown that zoos and keeping of wild animals, dates way back
to the dawn of civilisation. The animals that Noah took
into the ark were probably only those that occurred in
the region of the flood. This is because we know how many
types of animals exist in the whole world.

Today we know that the world contains about 3200
species of mammals, 8000 types of birds, at least 5 million
insects, not to mention reptiles and highly specialised fresh
water organisms, each with very specific requirements
regarding climate and soil type. Some recent estimates
indicate that the world probably has a total of about 30
million species, though only 1, 5 million have so far been
described. Most of the undescribed species are insects.

In addition to reptiles, mammals and birds, even the
freshwater organisms could not have survived a worldwide
flood because it would have been saline, due to the vast
majority of the earth’s waters being seas. Similarly, most of
the insects would not have survived such a flood. Could all of
these creatures have fitted into the Ark?

We also need to explain the more than 500
different types of dinosaurs that have been found in the
fossil record, and many other types of animals known
only from the fossils. Were these also in the Ark?
Remember that some of them weighed many tons, the largest
probably 100 tons! Or were they perhaps all extinct by the
time of the flood? If most, if not all of them were already
extinct, as science indicates, why did God make them all on
the fifth or sixth earth ‘day’ (24 hours: as some would claim)
and then bring them to extinction at the flood, a mere few
hundred years after they were created?  Furthermore, if
these fossilised animals died at the time of the flood, why did
Noah leave them to die out while rescuing others? These are
all relevant questions for those who favour six literal 24-
hour days for creation and a flood that covered the
entire world, only some 1,600 years after the last
creative day!

If Noah actually took every sort of animal into the Ark,
why do fossil beds include vast numbers of animal species
that no longer exist on earth, nor have they existed within
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recorded history.  Did he fail to keep them alive, or were they
extinct long before the time of Noah, as science clearly
shows?

Those who adhere to a world-wide flood scenario must
answer some further questions. If the dinosaurs and many
other extinct animals were in the Ark, why do we not see
them walking about today? If they were not in the Ark, why
are we told in the Bible that Noah was told to take two of
every kind of animal?

The measurements of the Ark are truly
remarkable. I looked up an encyclopaedia that gave details
of ships. The dimensions given for the Ark are almost exactly
those for the greatest stability, not for forward movement.
The dimensions for the greatest stability have been
calculated by modern studies of buoyancy and stability. We
may well ask how Noah knew these ideal dimensions!

The Ark was about half the size of a modern cargo
ship. The total floor space was about 8,800 square meters. It
certainly was a very large boat. However, in spite of its large
size it is inconceivable that the world’s 11,200 species of
mammal and bird, not to mention reptiles and millions of
insect species, and fresh-water organisms, could all have
fitted into the ark, together with enough food for twelve
months. The Genesis account states that they entered the
Ark on the 17th day of the second month and finally left the
Ark on the 27th day of the second month of the following year
(Genesis chapters 7 and 8).

If the flood was worldwide, Noah would also have had
to take on board enough fresh water for all the thousands of
animals for 375 days! This is because a worldwide flood
would have been saline like the sea.  If we speculate that the
11,200 species of mammals and birds required an overall
average of only a litre of fresh water per day, this would
amount to 4,200 metric tons of water. One litre of water
weighs one kilogram and occupies a space of 1,000 cubic
centimetres. This amount of fresh water would have taken
up 4,200 cubic meters of Ark space, representing about half
of the available floor space!

Logic demands that the Ark must have been
floating on fresh water. The people and animals must have
obtained their drinking water from the water on which the
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Ark was floating. Maybe Noah and his sons lifted it up with
buckets, let down through the 18 inch space between the
sides and the roof. It is also possible that Noah might have
taken advantage of one or more leaks in the ships boarding!

Also, of great importance, we know today that many
parts of the world contain unique types of animals, such
as Australia with its great variety of marsupials. Could Noah
have brought such creatures all the way from Australia and
then, after the flood, returned them to Australia? The
animals concerned are not found in other parts of the world,
except as fossils.

If this dispersion of unique animals to Australia and
other remote regions, took place after the flood, did they
swim there, did Noah take them there, or did the continents
only start to split up just after the flood? Clearly all of these
suggestions are unacceptable to science and add further
weight to the conclusion that the flood was limited to one
part of the world.

The scientific explanation for very distinct types
of animals and plants on different continents, is that life
had increased in complexity to a certain level by the time the
first major split occurred in the Gondwana super-continent.
At the time that marsupials were widespread over the earth,
one large land mass split off from Gondwana and formed
Australia. This happened before more advanced placental
mammals had appeared on earth. In remaining areas of
Gondwana, where placental mammals appeared after
Australia had split away, these animals out-competed the
marsupials and nearly wiped them out. Australia still has its
rich variety of marsupials because placental mammals never
reached that continent until man arrived.

The study of zoogeography reveals that the world’s
animals and plants can be divided into several distinct
faunal regions. The characteristics of each region can be
explained by continental drift, and the stage in the
complexity of life that had been reached before each land
mass became isolated from the others.

Some people have tried to explain the layers of
fossilised animals in the rocks as all being caused by this
biblical flood. It was suggested that, as the waters rose the
first creatures to die were the smaller and slower ones.
Therefore, the lower strata of rocks contain the most
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primitive animals. The faster and larger animals at first
climbed the hills. They died a bit later and so landed up in
higher layers. Frankly, such ideas are not consistent with
science.

There is abundant evidence from science that fossils
and continental drift took place millions of years ago, not
just thousands. Also, although there are a few places where
fossilised animals from higher life forms have become mixed
with fossils from lower life forms, due to geological
movements in the earth, the clear overall picture is
nevertheless different.

The fossils show that the oldest rocks contain only
simple soft-bodied invertebrates. These are found in rocks
that are at least 600 million years old! Only later did the
advanced invertebrates, such as insects, appear in the rocks.
More recent rocks contain fish and other more primitive
vertebrate animals, and even more recent rocks contain more
advanced animals such as reptiles, followed by mammals.

What caused the great flood? The fact of a large and
devastating flood in the Middle East is confirmed by various
studies. The first sign of civilisation only occurred after the
end of the last ice age, when much of Europe was still
covered with ice sheets. So much of the earth’s water was in
the form of ice that little rain fell over large parts of the earth.
This relative dryness is confirmed by ice-core analysis, and is
also suggested by the Genesis account, where it is recorded
that no rain had fallen on the land.

Then a sudden change may have been triggered by a
cosmic event, such as a comet or meteor strike on the earth
or by volcanic activity. This sort of event could have
evaporated enough water to cause torrential rain. Another
possible contributing factor could be that, below the ice
sheets, there were large lakes of trapped water. If an
earthquake had suddenly enabled this trapped water to
break out, this could have been a major contributing factor
to the great flood. Perhaps this is the kind of event described
in the Bible account, When Noah was six hundred years old,
on the seventeenth day of the second month all the outlets of
the vast body of water beneath the earth burst open, all the
floodgates of the sky were opened, and rain fell on the earth
for forty days and nights (Genesis 7:11-12).
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There is evidence for a flood of this type, caused by the
sudden release of melted water trapped by ice. For instance,
geologists know that more than 8000 years ago, two vast
freshwater lakes in central Canada burst. The two lakes
formed at the end of the last ice age, when melt water from
the great North American ice sheet was trapped by ice in
Hudson Bay to the north. Eventually, more than 2000 years
after the thaw began, the ice gave way. This great flood in
North America cooled the climate of Europe for hundreds of
years. There is evidence that the sudden draining of these
lakes in central Canada disrupted the circulation of oceans
and chilled Europe by about 3 degrees Centigrade.

I am not suggesting that this same event caused the
Middle East flood. However, there is no reason to exclude a
similar scenario happening in the Middle East sometime
after the end of the last ice age. A sudden release of glacial
melt water, together with torrential rain, could have resulted
in an enormous flood in a limited area of the World.

If you look at a world map showing elevations above
sea level, there is a vast area of lowland stretching from
north of the Balkan Peninsula in the west, through the
present Black Sea, the Caspian Sea and even further east. To
the south of this vast area we have a continuous belt of
much higher ground. If this vast lowland area was filled with
water, the only outlet would have been via the present day
straits that separate Turkey from Greece (Bosporus strait).
Today this links the Black sea to the Mediterranean.

If the pre-flood civilisation of Noah’s time was
centred in this low lying region of southern Asia, and if
the Bosporus strait between Turkey and Greece was at
that time still closed off, then a catastrophic flood in
this area could have risen until a level was reached
where water started to flow across this narrow belt of
lower land. This massive outflow of floodwaters could have
created the present day Bosporus strait by erosion or by
catastrophic bursting of the narrow piece of land dividing
this area from the Mediterranean Sea.

In this scenario, the vast freshwater flood would have
receded as the water escaped through the newly eroded
Bosporus into the Mediterranean. This might explain the
Biblical account that stated, from the time the rain stopped it
still took at least six months for the waters to drop enough
for Noah to emerge from the Ark, even though this came to
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rest somewhere on the mountains of the Ararat range. At a
later stage, the worldwide sea levels may have risen, due to
further melting of the ice caps. This would then have caused
an inflow of seawater into the Black sea, as is the case today.

It is of great interest that recent underwater
surveys in the Black sea have shown evidence of ancient
human habitations on the sea floor. Could this be the first
civilisation that was obliterated by the flood of Noah’s time?
There is also evidence suggesting previous massive floods in
this Black Sea area.

The reality of widespread, massive and rapid
flooding in this area is not disputed by scientists. Such a
flood could have wiped out any civilisations, such as those
excavated at Nabada in Northern Syria. This city suddenly
came to an end sometime around 2,350 BC. If we allow for
the scientifically accepted minimum error of such
archaeological dating being 250 years, this sudden end to
activity fits closely with the Biblical date for the flood, namely
2456 BC.

If we assume that the whole flood narrative refers only
to that part of the Middle East where civilisation was still
concentrated, there are some other details worth considering.
For instance, the highest mountains in that region are in the
Ararat range. Some modern English translations of the
biblical account specifically state in verse 20, It went on
rising until it was about seven meters above the tops of
the mountains. An equally acceptable translation of the
Hebrew can read, and the waters became mighty, fifteen
cubits upward, and the mountains were covered.

If, for argument sake we assume that the narrative
was speaking about mountains in the flood area, then the
highest are the Ararat Mountains. We know their present
greatest height above sea level is about 5,000 m. However,
the height of Ararat has changed over the past 3,000 years,
as has been demonstrated for all landmasses that were
covered by the ice sheets of the last Ice Age. Once this great
weight of ice was removed the landmasses actually moved
upwards, because all land masses are actually ‘floating’ on a
molten rock magma.

In addition, the Ararat range is volcanic and eruptions
have been recorded up to historic times. However, even if for
argument sake the present-day Ararat was still more or less
the same height above sea level as it was 3,000 years ago,
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the biblical account states that the ark finally came to rest
somewhere on the Ararat range. Even if the floodwater had
covered mountains in this Ararat range there would still have
been many parts of the world above this elevation, even if it
had been a worldwide flood. However, it is clearly most
unlikely that this flood affected the world’s sea levels to
any major degree, for the reasons already outlined.

Another indication that the Bible is in fact referring to
a limited flood rather than a world wide one is given in
Genesis chapter 8, But God remembered Noah and all the
wild animals and the livestock that were with him in the ark,
and he sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded.
We might ask where the water could recede to if it had
covered the whole world. As we all know, water always
finds its level. The level in one part of the sea cannot be
much different to another part. These comments in the Bible
add further weight to the conclusion that the flood was
limited in area and that the floodwaters were not part of the
open sea.

There is another biblical indication that this flood
did not involve the oceans. We read that, once the waters
receded land plants immediately sprang back into life. This
included olive trees and, soon after leaving the Ark, Noah
planted a vineyard. This would not have been possible if the
land had been covered with salty seawater for twelve months.

In summary, I believe in the evidence for a great but
geographically limited flood. Accounts of a similar event are
found in folklore (often greatly embellished) from many
ethnic groups around the world. As post Sumerian people
spread out over the earth from their Middle East origin, they
took these similar stories with them, and over time they lost
some details and gained others. By the time that the Epic of
Gilgamesh was written, probably as recently as 2,000 BC,
the story had become incredibly distorted. All the evidence
points to the biblical account resting on first hand
accounts of the 2456 BC event.

There is no logic in suggestions made by some, that
the biblical account derives from the Epic of Gilgamesh.  The
Gilgamesh account was discovered in the ruins of the library
of Ashubanipal, King of Assyria, who lived from 669–663 BC.

I accept the Noah account as firmly based in fact. I
can accept the details of this event in a way that allows me to



58

harmonise it better with logic, biblical revelation and
scientific discovery. What is more, the Genesis account of the
flood is by far the most sober and rational of all the early
accounts.

Since Cuneiform writing was invented before the time
of Noah, it is most likely that he wrote the account himself.
As mentioned elsewhere, Moses, who was the probable
author of the biblical book of Genesis, and was raised as a
prince of Egypt, could have had access to Noah’s account in
the libraries of ancient Egypt.

The whole Noah flood account is a good example of
what I mean when I say that I do not believe God wants
us to commit intellectual suicide. He has given us brains
and intellect and presumably wants us to use these gifts
wisely. There certainly is a need for faith in matters past our
understanding. However, faith is a step taken on the
foundation of fact, reasoning, revelation and experience.
Furthermore, biblical passages, such as Psalm 19, tell us
that the heavens (nature) declare the glory of God. In other
words, the ‘voice’ of God through science and nature, are
meant to help us in our interpretation of scriptural
revelations.
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Chapter 8

The origin of physical death
The great age of the earth and the fossil evidence seem

to clearly show that birth, growth and death have been a
fundamental part of life on earth right from the beginning.
Furthermore, most of these species existed on earth long
before man appeared on the scene.

The biblical book of Genesis does imply that Adam
and Eve were promised a quality of life that was ‘eternal’ if
they obeyed their Creator. The rest of the Bible clarifies
what is meant by Eternal Life. It is a quality of life in
intimate relationship with the Creator. It is called an Eternal
Life relationship.

A very important question to ask, with implications
for Christian theology, is: Was Adam created immortal or
mortal? The traditional pre-scientific age biblical
interpretation has been that Adam and Eve were immortal
until they sinned. Furthermore, many Christians have
understood that death only came to Earth after Adam and
Eve sinned.

It is vitally important for us to look again at the
scriptures that are relevant to this question. This has
become urgently necessary because our generation is faced
with overwhelming evidence from the fossils, that death has
been an intricate part of life on Earth right from the
beginning. Furthermore, complex life first appeared in the
fossils about 600 million years back, long before the biblical
date for Adam.

We should note that it is our vastly enlarged
understanding of Psalm 19, ‘The heavens declare’, that is
forcing us to look again at some traditional interpretations of
scripture. Science is enlarging our understanding of the
greatness of the Universe and of the God who created it. At
the same time science is revealing the wonders of the sub-
atomic world and God is speaking to us through this, to help
us understand something of how he can be aware of
everything in the Universe instantaneously. In addition,
science is revealing to us more about the nature of life and
the fact that the ‘balance of nature’ relies on a system of food
chains that involve death.
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It takes courage to be a Christian, especially in our
times when knowledge is expanding as never before. The
challenge is to seek truth above all else. Let us avoid the
danger of retreating into our comfort zones whenever faced
with new facts that seem to endanger our long standing
interpretations of scripture.

Personally I am convinced that the ‘voice of God’
speaking to us today, through the revelations of science, can
greatly enrich our concept of God and how he operates in his
Universe. We can reconcile all these new discoveries with all
of the Bible. However, in order to achieve this reconciliation
we need to look again at some traditional viewpoints and
see whether there are other legitimate interpretations of
scripture.

This is such an important part of our Christian
faith that I have to go into it in great detail. A complete
picture is only gained by combining the information in three
chapters of this book. These chapters are:

The origin of physical death.
The Garden of Eden: Eternal Life lost
Eternal Life regained

In the Bible Paul, amongst others, clearly
distinguishes between the physical and the spiritual. This
chapter will look at several Bible passages that help to clarify
this vital question.

Some Christians suggest that, even if physical death
was a part of life from the beginning of life on Earth, it could
have been that Adam and Eve, in contrast to the rest of life
on Earth, were actually created immortal but lost this status
when they ‘sinned’. In my chapter, The Garden of Eden:
Eternal Life lost, I do go into this question in greater detail.

For instance, there is evidence in the biblical account,
that early members of the Adamic family lived very long lives
compared with today. These long lives were followed by a
decline in longevity for each following generation? Was this
pointing to a recently lost immortality? This question will be
looked at in the next chapter.
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I personally believe that the biblical account
strongly suggests that Adam and Eve were in fact created
mortal. The Genesis account states that they were ‘created’
in the same way as the rest of the animals, namely from dust
plus the ‘breath of life’. The Hebrew word used for create
(bara) is the same for the animals and for mankind. The
Genesis account also emphasises that man is from dust and
to dust he will return. Paul, in the New Testament clearly
states that flesh and blood cannot inherit immortality. Our
dust origin and destiny is clearly seen by the ashes of
cremation.

The scientist needs no persuasion that death has
always been a characteristic of life on our planet. That is
why scientists who are also Christians, are grateful that
the Bible can be interpreted in a way that gives a
legitimate alternative understanding of ‘death’ and
‘immortality’.

It is true that a widely held interpretation of the Bible
has stated that physical death came to earth only when
Adam and Eve disobeyed God. I suggest that we look again
at what the Bible actually says on the subject. In addition,
face the overwhelming evidence from science, showing that
death, pain, earthquakes, floods etc, have always been a part
of the experience of life on Earth, from long before the
biblical date for Adam and Eve.

The biblical book of Genesis does imply that Adam
and Eve were told that obedience to God meant a quality of
life that was ‘eternal’ or ‘everlasting’. However, we need to
look at what the Bible really says about the nature of this
‘Eternal life’ and the nature of death.

The early Christian apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians
15:44, If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.
So it is written: the first man Adam became a living being, the
last Adam (Jesus) a life-giving spirit. The spiritual did not
come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual. The
first man was of the dust of the earth, the second man
from heaven. As was the earthly man, so are those who are of
the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so also are those
who are of heaven. And just as we have borne the likeness of
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the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from
heaven. I declare to you brothers that flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the
perishable inherit the imperishable.

Paul precedes this commentary by saying that our
physical bodies are perishable but they will be raised at the
resurrection as ‘spiritual bodies’. For instance, It is sown a
natural body it is raised a spiritual body (1 Corinthians
15:43)

The important point I am highlighting is that Paul,
who wrote so much of the New Testament, seems to be
clearly stating that mankind have to receive a spiritual
body if they are to inherit immortality. There is no way
that our mortal bodies can become immortal. Our
resurrected bodies are not a continuation of our physical
bodies! He also seems to be saying that Adam was not
created immortal.

Paul, earlier in the same writings, talks at length
about the resurrection of Jesus Christ and that we will also
experience a resurrection into a new supernatural body,
similar to that of the resurrected Jesus. We read, for since
death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes
also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will
be made alive (1 Corinthians 15:21-22).

The word translated ‘a man’ is the Greek word
‘anthropos’. This can equally mean ‘mankind’. The word
‘Adam’ in the Hebrew means ‘of the ground’. Thus, the
phrase ‘as in Adam all die’ can also be seen to mean that,
because we are all descendants of humanity and formed
from the ground, so we have all inherited the inevitability of
physical death.

I believe that Paul had an understanding that physical
death was already a reality when Adam and Eve sinned in
the Garden of Eden. He makes this clear when he states
that, the first man was of the dust of the earth. He also
emphasises that the dust of the earth can never make
anything that is immortal.

The Genesis account also emphasises that Adam and
Eve were made of dust and therefore would return to dust.
We read, By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food
until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken;
for dust you are and to dust you will return” (Genesis
3:19).
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The Genesis account also states the food that God
made available to mankind and to the other creatures. The
need to eat also suggests mortality. This will be discussed
again in the next chapter.

Law of sin and death

We need to look deeper into the biblical understanding of the
relationship between sin and death.

In Romans, Paul comments on the relationship between sin
and ‘death’. For apart from law, sin is dead. Once I was alive apart
from law; but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and I
‘died’. I found that the very commandment  that was intended to
bring life actually brought death. For sin, seizing the opportunity
afforded by the commandment, deceived me, and through the
commandment put me to death (Romans 7:9)

Paul then goes on to say in chapter 8 vs 1, Therefore, there is
now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from
the law of sin and death.

Again verse 6, The mind of sinful man is death but the mind
controlled by the Spirit is life and peace. The sinful mind is hostile
to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those
controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. You however, are
controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of
God lives in you.

In these passages, Paul is saying that the knowledge of
God’s laws and breaking them means ‘death’ to me. This is just like
it brought death to Adam and Eve. He is not speaking about physical
death. He is talking about a condition of alienation to God, because
of the knowledge that we have broken a law from God. What is the
solution that Paul gives for this ‘death’? It is to receive the Spirit of
Jesus Christ into our lives and to allow him to control us. This
brings ‘life and peace’.

Here Paul clearly contrasts ‘spiritual death’ with
‘spiritual life’. This illustrates the ‘Law of sin and death’.

In the book of Hebrews we read, Since the children have
flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death
he might destroy him who holds the power of death – that is, the
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Devil – and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by
their fear of death For surely it is not angels he helps, but
Abraham’s descendants. For this reason he had to be made like his
brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful
and faithful high priest in service to God (Hebrews 2:14-17)

Here the writer again suggests that the ‘power’ of death is
mainly the ‘fear of death’ and this fear and power is held and
manipulated by Satan, because he keeps humanity alienated from
God. This alienation results in the fear of death.

We read, We know that we have passed from death to life,
because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in
death (1 John 3:14)
Here John is clearly speaking of ‘death’ as being a state of being
while still physically alive.

In Corinthians, when talking about the resurrection of the
physically ‘dead’ Paul says, When the perishable has been clothed
with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the
saying that is written will come true: ‘Death has been swallowed up
in victory”. “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death is
your sting?” The sting of death is sin and the power of sin is the
law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:54).

Here Paul is clearly speaking of physical death. This will
only be defeated at the resurrection, when we receive immortal
bodies. If Jesus came as the ‘Second Adam’, to reverse what was
lost in the Garden of Eden, why did he not restore us to immortality
of our physical bodies?

Genesis makes it very clear that Adam and Eve had bodies
made from physical elements (dust of the ground). If their ‘dust of
the ground’ was initially immortal, why did Jesus not restore us
to that state of physical immortality? I believe a legitimate
conclusion is that Adam and Eve were always mortal, not immortal.

However, as Paul illustrates in the Romans chapters 7 and 8,
relating to ‘The Law of sin and death’; this ‘death’, that results
from breaking a law of God, is overcome by the ‘life’ that comes
when the Spirit of Jesus lives within and controls us. This life is a
manifestation of the Eternal Life that indwells the believer. It has
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restored us to ‘life’, but we are still mortal for as long as we have
our physical life. Physical death releases our Eternal life into the
new dimension of ‘immortality’.

Did Christ redeem us from the ‘curse’ of physical death, or
the curse of the law that caused us to sin? It is the law that caused us
to sin because sin is defined as ‘breaking a law of God’.

Paul writes, Christ redeemed us from the ‘curse’ of the law
by becoming a ‘curse’ for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone
who is hung on a tree”. He redeemed us in order that the blessing
given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Jesus Christ,
so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit
(Galatians 3:10).

Here Paul is continuing with his teaching on sin, the law and
its curse.  What did Christ redeem us from? Paul identifies it as ‘the
curse of the Law’. Why is the Law a curse? Because there was no
sin before there was a law to break. The more laws of God we are
presented with so the greater becomes our sin guilt, because we all
break these laws.

How has Christ broken this ‘curse’? He broke it by
enabling us to be ‘born again’ and receiving the Holy Spirit into our
lives. From now on ‘we live by faith’, so that by faith we might
receive the promise of the Spirit. (verse 14).

Being ‘Born again’ and being ‘led by the Spirit’ gives us
‘life and peace’ (Romans 8:6) . It is to these’ born again’ saints that
God can say, as he said through Psalm 116:15 Precious in the sight
of the Lord is the death of his saints. For us, physical death has no
‘sting’. The grave has ‘no victory’.

Death itself is not the enemy! ! ! It is the Law and the
resulting sin that comes from breaking the law, that alienates us
from God and gives us a fear of death, because it is an unknown and
because Satan uses this as a tool of fear and intimidation. If we do
not know what lies beyond physical death then it is fearful.

That fear is vanquished when Christ restores us to the
Eternal Life relationship with God that was lost when Adam and
Eve sinned.

Do you and I fear physical death? We should no longer fear
it because we know in whom we have believed and have ‘tasted of
the life to come’, through the indwelling work of the Holy Spirit.
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In Romans we read, Or don’t you know that all of us who
were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We
were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, we too may live a ‘new life’ (Romans 6:3-4).

Here the writer is again contrasting the physical resurrection
of Jesus with our resurrection to a ‘new life’, but this ‘new life’ is
still a physical life. It is only later, when we die physically, that we
will receive our new bodies, like that of the resurrected Jesus. Here
again the new ‘Eternal Life’ is experienced here and now in our
physical bodies. Why should it have been different in the Garden
of Eden?

In this same Romans passage we find the often quoted text,
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord. Since this verse follows on from the
discussion on rising to ‘new life’ in the here and now, this verse
(Romans 6:23) is actually saying ‘For the wages of sin is ‘spiritual
death’ and the gift of God is ‘spiritual life’ or ‘eternal life’. It is not
saying that the wages of sin is physical death!

In similar manner, Romans 8:1, is saying. Therefore, there is
now no condemnation (because of guilt) for those who are in Christ
Jesus (born again), because through Christ Jesus the law of the
Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and (spiritual) death.
For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the
sinful nature, God did by sending his own son in the likeness of
sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful
man, in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be
fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but
according to the Spirit.
Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set
on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with
the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires.
The mind of sinful man is death but the mind controlled by the Spirit
is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not
submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful
nature cannot please God.
You however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the
Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you.
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In other words, many scriptures refer to human lives, without
the indwelling Spirit of God, as being ‘dead’. Much of scripture is
referring to this ‘spiritual death’ and we should not confuse it
with passages that specifically speak of ‘physical death’.

Jesus, the Second Adam, came to restore us to Eternal
Life, not to immortality of our physical bodies. This is a very
strong commentary on the nature of Adam and Eve’s bodies before
they sinned. They were mortal, but with an Eternal Life relationship
with their Creator. Jesus restores us to this same condition.

Physical death only becomes an ‘enemy’ as a result
of sin. This is because sin breaks our Eternal Life
relationship with our Creator. This estrangement leads us to
fear death. This is why Paul wrote, The sting of death is sin
and the power of sin is the law (1 Corinthians 15:56).

If we had never sinned, and were living in a close
relationship with God, then physical death would not be a
terrifying event. We can hopefully start to realise the truth of
this fact when great Christians are on their death beds. We
can also understand how Paul could proclaim with
conviction, For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain
(Philippians 1:21).

Why is the ‘power’ of sin the law? This is because, if
there was no law given by God then there would be no sin.
Sin is defined as breaking a God given law. Paul also says
that, Everything that is not done from faith is sin (Romans
14:23). The word translated as ‘faith’’ also means
‘faithfulness”. Thus, anything not done in a faithful
relationship to God is sin. This also implies disobedience
which is almost the same as ‘breaking a law of God’.

Why is physical death spoken of as ‘an enemy’? I
believe it is an enemy to mankind because sin has given
Satan legal rights over rebellious humanity. For that reason
death and the fear of death has become a powerful tool used
by Satan to terrorise humanity. In addition, through wars
that Satan initiates, physical death becomes a satanic tool of
cruelty, pain and evil. No wonder physical death is an enemy
to mankind.

The writer of Hebrews says, Since the children have
flesh and blood, he (Christ) also shared in their humanity, so
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that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power
of death – that is. The devil – and free those who all their
lives were held in slavery by their fear of death (Hebrews
2:14-15)

The physical death Of Jesus Christ, when he suffered
the agony of separation from his close communion with
Father God, and died for all the sins ever committed,
resulted in ‘destroying’ the power of Satan. Jesus destroyed
the power that Satan held over humanity, through
keeping mankind in a state of alienation from God. Satan
kept humanity from being restored to an Eternal Life
relationship with the Creator. Therefore, humanity was held
in bondage to the fear of death.

Jesus broke that stranglehold that Satan had over
humanity. He made the way to remove the fear of death,
by restoring that close Eternal Life relationship, to
whoever accepts the atoning work of Christ.

Yes death is an enemy, but it was God himself who
caused us to be created as mortal creatures of flesh and
blood. This is a stage within his great evolutionary plans for
the Universe and mankind. So we read that, We know that
the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of
childbirth right up to the present time. Not only so, but we
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the
redemption of our bodies (Romans 8:22-23).

Just before this statement Paul writes, For the
Creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be
revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration,
not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated
from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious
freedom of the children of God (Romans 8:19-21).

Who subjected creation to decay? It was clearly the
Creator himself who initiated the complex and amazing
biological systems that comprise the ‘balance of nature’. This
balance depends on a system of food chains and competition,
part of which is that one creature eats another.

Why is decay a ‘bondage’? This word actually means
‘enslavement’ or held in a relationship that cannot be
broken. To me this speaks of the scientific fact, namely that
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the whole intricate structure and inter-relationships that
make up life on our Earth, are inescapably linked to
mortality and physical death. This is how God made
ecology to function.

However, Satan has been very busy using and abusing
this fundamental reality. Such abuse will continue until ‘the
fullness of time’ in God’s agenda. There are other things that
will ultimately be defeated by God. One of these will be the
final defeat of Satan, when he is cast for ever into Hell. The
time, in God’s agenda, has not yet come for Satan’s final
defeat. Also, the time has not yet come, in God’s agenda,
for all of life to ‘liberated’ to a ‘new order of things’.

But what is God’s future evolutionary stage going
to look like? We have a description of it, And I heard a loud
voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with
men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and
God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe
every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things
has passed away. He who was seated on the throne said, “I
am making everything new!” (Revelation 21:3-4).

Note that it says the old order of things. It does not
say anything about a ‘curse’ being removed. It is speaking
about removal of an ‘ordered system based on the reality of
physical death’.

Clearly God has another plan for our future. The
present order of things, part of which is our mortality,
will give way to a new order of things. We live in a moment
of time that is our preparation for an eternity without pain,
sorrow, tears or death.

Adam and Eve were mortal: implications for Christianity

In the light of these and other considerations in the
Bible (covered further in my chapter on ‘The Garden of Eden:
Eternal Life lost’), my understanding of Adam and Eve is that
they were mortal creatures right from the start. Physical
death did not start in the Garden of Eden, only ‘spiritual
death’ started there. Man was created mortal, because his
body was made of the dust of the earth. However, Adam and
Eve were given the potential of spiritual life that is eternal.
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When Adam and Eve disobeyed (sinned) they died
spiritually, in that they lost their close communion with God;
a communion referred to as ‘Eternal Life’. Elsewhere in the
Bible a spiritual existence without communion with God is
frequently likened to death. This condition, of separation
from the source of all goodness, is described as a state of
existence so terrible that it is called ‘second death’ or ‘hell’.

By contrast, the whole New Testament speaks about
Eternal Life as an intimate relationship with God. It is a
relationship that starts here and now and continues
uninterrupted into eternity. That is why Jesus could say,
whoever lives and believes in me will never die. He was not
talking about physical immortality!

The Bible, in Romans 5, suggests that Adam and Eve
were not necessarily the first creatures on Earth who
lived and acted contrary to God’s best plan. However, they
were the first creatures who wilfully disobeyed a command
from God. The Bible definition of ‘sin’ is wilful disobedience
against a known law of God.

So we read the words of Paul in Romans, where he
points out that, wrongdoing was already in the world
before any law was given by God to mankind.

He says, Adam was the first to actually break a God-
given law and all of us have done so since then. Therefore,
just as sin entered the world through one man, and ‘death’
through sin, and in like manner death came to all men,
because all sinned - for before the law was given, sin was
in the world. But sin is not taken into account (by God) when
there is no law. Nevertheless, ‘death’ reigned from the time of
Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by
breaking a command, as did Adam (Romans 5:12-14).

Christians need to look at passages like this very
carefully. Paul clearly says that wrongdoing was present
before any law was given, but we know that Adam was the
first man to receive God’s laws! Paul seems to be saying that
sin was there even before any law was given to Adam. He is
not referring to the laws of Moses because he specifically
says, death reigned (because of sin) from the time of Adam
until the time of Moses. This is referring to a pre-Mosaic law.
It is referring to the first law given to mankind in the Garden
of Eden.
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Therefore, what does Paul mean by saying that sin
was in the world before there was a law? He is saying that
wrongdoing only became a problem when the doer was
aware of God’s law. This is one importance of the Garden of
Eden. Here, God was giving a demonstration. A perfect man
and woman, educated by God with the first complex
language and other knowledge and technology, placed in
idyllic surroundings and in close communion with God and
given the indwelling Holy Spirit, still failed to obey a simple
law from God.

God had pronounced that, “You must not eat from the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for on the ‘day’ you eat
of it you will surely die”. It could have been any type of tree,
since the crucial issue was that God gave a specific
command. If they disobeyed, then they would be the first
creatures to disobey a command from God. In other words,
this tree would have been the means of demonstrating to
mankind the nature of sin – the nature of good and evil.

For the first time they experienced the fact that
disobedience causes a barrier between man and God. They
suddenly felt self-conscious, because their total devotion to
God had been broken. Self and self-will now predominated
and for the first time they became aware that they were
spiritually and physically naked. They were no longer
complete!

God wanted to demonstrate that spiritual
completeness and harmony is dependent on a three-way
relationship. God had said that Adam could not be complete
without Eve. The two were intended to become ‘one flesh’.
The two were different, but both were vitally important and
complementary to each other.

However, in addition to this, the Bible said that
mankind was also created in the ‘Image of God’. This
probably referred to characteristics such as creativity, self-
awareness, appreciation of beauty, capacity for language, a
spiritual capacity, a conscience and free will. Therefore, for
mankind to live in true harmony, there needs to be a ‘trinity’
relationship, man with woman and both centred on a close
relationship with their Creator.

The Garden of Eden demonstration was intended to
show that spiritual harmony depended upon maintenance of
this ‘trinity relationship’ of Adam with Eve and with God.
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When this triangle was complete there was harmony, but
when the link with God was broken through disobedience,
the capacity for a quality of life here on earth referred to as
‘eternal’, was broken. The breaking of the close link to God
led to release of suspicion, selfishness, shame, conflict and
regret.

The Christian message is that God sent a second
‘Adam’, to draw mankind back into that ‘triune’
relationship of harmony between man and woman,
through a new encounter with God. This is one of the
central messages of the Christian Gospel.

Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden fruit (no apple
mentioned!) and God said they would die on the day (yom)
they ate it. But, Adam and Eve did not die physically on
that day, nor for many years afterwards. Clearly, God was
referring to a different kind of death from the physical. He
was referring to the consequence of disobedience, causing
separation from the close presence of God. Before that
disobedience we read how each day Adam walked with God
in the cool of the evening. After disobedience he hid from him
and no longer had that close relationship.

Jesus gave a comment on the different types of
life and death. He proclaimed, “I am the resurrection and
the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;
and whosoever lives and believes in me will never die” (John
11:25). Here Jesus is saying that physical death is distinct
from spiritual death and even though a person dies
physically his spirit does not die.

All people who have regained a relationship with their
Creator, through what Jesus has achieved for mankind at
Calvary’s cross, have entered again into an Eternal Life
relationship that will endure after physical death. Clearly,
all who have believed in Jesus have died physically.
Thus, the only explanation for these words of Jesus is that
he is actually mainly concerned with the spiritual life in each
of us. That is the really significant and ‘Eternal Life’ that
Adam and Eve experienced and then lost. We are now called
upon to enter into this Eternal Life relationship again,
through what was achieved by the ‘second Adam’,
namely Jesus.
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Paul also says that the disobedience of Adam and Eve
ushered in a period of God/man relationships that had
repercussions for all of humanity, even those who did not
knowingly disobey the specific command given to Adam and
Eve. When Adam and Eve disobeyed, this demonstrated that
mankind could not save themselves from being drawn into
the rebellion camp. We could not save ourselves from being
drawn into the cosmic battle between good and evil, between
God and Satan. In the same way that Adam and Eve failed,
so would we all have failed.

Although we have not been put through the Garden
of Eden test, we do all face similar tests, because we
have all been left with a God-given conscience. No matter
what background or nation we come from, we all have a
conscience that tells us some actions are right and some are
wrong. This may become distorted by our cultural
background and by habitually suppressing our conscience,
but God is primarily interested in how we choose between
what we instinctively know is right and what is wrong. This
is a God-given law by which to judge our actions and all of
us fail again and again to live up to our own conscience, let
alone God-given rules for conduct.

The Bible says that God had a long-term plan
worked out, even before he made the world. He needed
the Garden of Eden demonstration in order to explain his
future actions. The rest of the Bible is concerned with
how God has interacted with mankind, who are
inherently rebellious and unable to keep his laws and
even unable to follow their consciences.

The Garden of Eden account in Genesis, has an
interesting comment about another tree called the Tree of
Life. We read, And the Lord God said, “The man has now
become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be
allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of
life and eat, and live forever. So the Lord God banished him
from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he
had been taken” (Genesis 3:22-23).

I suspect that this was not a literal tree since, if it was
literal, then Adam and Eve had not previously been
prevented from eating of its fruit, since it was part of the
garden trees given to them as food. God had specifically
stated that ALL the fruit in the Garden of Eden was available
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to them for food, only excepting the Tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil.

God was in effect saying that Adam and Eve and
their descendants would not be given the opportunity to
reverse the effects of their disobedience, until such time
as God put into place another plan. So we read in the Bible
that, When the fullness of time was come, God sent his Son,
born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law,
that we might receive the full rights of sons (Galatians 4: 4-5).

I believe the Genesis account is stating that mankind
would have to remain in a state of estrangement, from a
close and intimate relationship with God, until the right time
came to provide for humanity a way of returning us to that
Garden of Eden relationship, referred to as an Eternal Life
relationship. It was this close and intimate relationship that
gained Adam the status of ‘son of God’. Amazingly, the
biblical way of returning humanity to the Eternal Life
relationship, was via another TREE, namely the tree
fashioned into a wooden cross.

So we read the words of the apostle Peter, He (Jesus)
himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we
might die to sins (and their penalty) and live for righteousness;
by his wounds you have been healed (1 Peter 2: 24).

In other words, humanity does now have access to
the Tree of Life!

In following chapters we will look in more depth at the
relationship between sin and spiritual death. We will
especially look at the explanation by Paul in Romans 5:12-
20, and consider how this passage has been used by some
theologians to formulate the doctrine of ‘original sin’. This
doctrine of ‘original sin’ was only formulated by Augustine in
the early fifth century AD. It was not a doctrine of the first
church, nor is it held by Jews.

The understanding of death and its origin, outlined
in this book, is different to the view traditionally held by
many Christians. They have been taught that the Earth
was created without pain, sickness and death and that
Adam and Eve were created with immortal bodies.
Clearly, this interpretation of the Bible does not fit with
discoveries of science, nor with legitimate alternative
interpretations of statements in the Bible. That is why I
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accept the legitimate alternative interpretation outlined
above.

I am a Christian who accepts the scientific
evidence for the great age of the earth, the evidence
from the fossils and the evidence for death from the
beginning of life on earth. As a result, I choose to adopt
the biblical view of death and its origin, as outlined in this
chapter.

I believe that Adam and Eve were mortal creatures
who had been given an ‘Eternal Life’ relationship with God.
This lasted until the time that they broke a specific God-
given command. At that point they lost their ‘Eternal Life’
relationship.

I choose to accept this legitimate alternative
understanding of the biblical account because of:

1. The scientific evidence for the great age of the Earth
and of life on Earth.

2. The scientific evidence showing that birth, growth and
death has been a part of life right from the first life
and throughout the long history of life on Earth.

3. The writings of Paul, as mentioned above. For instance
1 Corinthians 15:47. The first man Adam was of the
dust of the earth, the second man from heaven.

4. The words of Jesus, such as in John 11:25. Whoever
lives and believes in me will never die. Clearly all who
heard these words did die physically.

5. The other Bible passages, outlined earlier, that clearly
contrast ‘physical death’ and ‘spiritual death’ and talk
of living people as being ‘dead’ or ‘alive’.

Acceptance by Christians that Adam and Eve were
mortal from the beginning, does not alter the Christian
Gospel message. This is because, regardless of whether or
not mankind were always mortal, the fact remains that we
are definitely all mortal today. Therefore, the vital message
of the Christian Gospel remains the same as always,
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namely that mortal creatures such as us can inherit
Eternal Life through what Jesus achieved for mankind on
the cross at Calvary. This fact stands irrespective of
whether Adam was initially mortal or immortal and
irrespective of the origin of physical death.

We, mere mortals, do have the promise of immortality.
This is via the Eternal Life relationship that is attainable
through the indwelling Holy Spirit of God and through the
promise that our indestructible spirit is going to inherit a
new Timeless Dimension body, like that of the resurrected
Jesus.

This study of death is continued in the next
chapter.
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Chapter 9

The Garden of Eden: Eternal Life lost
In the Bible book of Genesis there is an account of a

demonstration initiated by God. We read that He planted a
special garden. This was apparently free from thorns and
anything else that might harm. It only contained; trees
pleasant to the sight and good for food. However, there is no
suggestion that thorns and other potentially harmful things
did not already exist on the earth. Certainly, according to the
Bible account, God had already completed his creation
during the six ‘yom’ periods, and this creation included
thorns!

In the seventh ‘yom’ God rested from all his creative
activity (Genesis 2:2). The Eden events took place during this
‘rest’ period. Interestingly, this last ‘yom’ was never
terminated in the Genesis account. The Bible seems to
suggest that we are still in the last ‘yom’ (age) of God’s
agenda.

It is important to note that the Bible suggests that the
Garden of Eden was a specific location where God ‘had
planted a garden in the east, in Eden; It was not
necessarily typical of the rest of the world at that time.

When Adam and Eve sinned they were told, So the
Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work
the ground from which he had been taken (Genesis 3:23). In
other words, we are told that, The Lord God took the man and
put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it
(Genesis 2:15). He later ‘banished him from’ this garden.
Thus, in both cases this speaks to us of a very special place
where these events took place.

This is further emphasised by the statement made to
Adam and Eve after they had sinned, cursed is the ground
because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the
days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you,
and you will eat the plants of the field (Genesis 3:17-18).
Clearly, the Earth had always contained thorns and thistles
since scripture states that everything that has been made
was made by God. Furthermore, we are told that his creative
‘days’ ended before the Garden of Eden events.
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The Bible is emphatic in stating that God was the
creator of everything that exists on earth, Through him all
things were made, without him nothing was made that has
been made (John 1:3). This New Testament message is a
confirmation of the Old Testament Genesis account.

Science has numerous examples of thorns that are a
vital part of vegetation. They are natural protection for plants
against excessive grazing by herbivores and some thorns are
a vital part of seed dispersal systems for plants. These were
all part of God’s creation and were there before mankind.

In what way was the ground cursed for Adam and
Eve after they sinned? In order to answer this we need to
remember that the curse did not mean that God created
thorns and thistles. The only specific thing we are told is,
The Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden. I
believe this points to the conclusion that the ‘curse’ was the
result of being excluded from Eden and placed outside the
Garden, in a locality where thorns and thistles always
existed.

In other words, there are good reasons for concluding
that the Garden of Eden was a special place, specifically
designed by God as the setting for a specific test or
demonstration.

Into this special garden God initially placed a
single man and later added a woman. After a period of
one to one instruction of Adam by God and after the
creation of Eve, God then gave this pair a simple test,
apparently designed to demonstrate whether mankind, when
in ideal health and given idyllic surroundings, would be able
to choose to obey instructions given by God. Being in idyllic
surroundings removed any chance that Adam and Eve could
blame their sin on their adverse surroundings.

The Bible defines any failure to live up to commands
or instructions given by God as ‘sin’. Adam and Eve failed the
test and this was a demonstration to show that all of us
would likewise have failed. All of us fail at some point to
live up to what we instinctively know is right. We often
blame this on our surroundings, our environment, our
parents and a host of other circumstances.
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However, for Adam and Eve the issue was simple and
clear cut. Obey or disobey. There were no other
circumstances that they could blame for their act of
disobedience.

The Bible account says that man was formed from
dust, just as we all are, and God ‘breathed into’ this man the
‘breath of life’ (Hebrew: nishma) and he became a living ‘soul’
or a ‘living being’. When it says that Adam was made from
the dust of the earth, this is a simple statement of his
mortality. This does not have to mean that God made a
manlike statue out of clay and then brought it to life! It can
equally refer to the fact that our bodies are made from the
dust of the Earth.

The ‘breathing into’ description is also used when
describing other living creatures. For instance, And all the
beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the
creatures that move on the ground – everything that has the
breath of life in it (Genesis 1:30). Here again the Hebrew
word used for ‘breath’ is neshamah or nishma. Thus the
same basic process is applied to man and all the other
animals.

I believe the Genesis account states that God made
Adam’s mortal body from the minerals of the earth (no
timescale or method given) in similar manner to how he
made the other animals. In fact the same Hebrew word for
create (bara) is used in Genesis 1:1 for the creation of heaven
and earth, in Genesis 1:21 for the creation of great sea
creatures and every living and moving thing with which the
water teems, and in Genesis 1:27 for the creation of
mankind.

Mankind’s initial mortality is further indicated from
Genesis where it says, after the creation of mankind, God
said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the
whole Earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They
will be yours for food. And to all the bests of the earth and
all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the
ground – everything that has the breath of life in it – I give
every green plant for food (Genesis 1:29-30).

Clearly, God speaks of mankind and all other
creatures in the same terminology. All need food to
maintain their physical bodies. We know that this is part
of our mortality. Without food we die. This is a further
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commentary on our mortality, even before Adam and Eve
sinned.

However, the Bible says that mankind were created ‘In
the image of God’. Being in God’s image does not necessarily
mean that they looked like God in physical form.  It does
mean that Adam and Eve were given the same
characteristics as God, such as self awareness, appreciation
of beauty, a complex language, creativity, a conscience, a
moral awareness and a capacity for spirituality and a free
will.

God now entered into a very intimate and personal
relationship with Adam. This ushered the mortal Adam into
a new ‘spiritual relationship’ with his Creator. In biblical
language, Adam was ‘born again’ into a spiritual relationship
with his Creator. This sort of relationship is spoken of as an
‘Eternal Life’ relationship in other parts of the Bible. It is a
relationship where a human and God have intimate personal
contact and interaction.

Since, in many other places, the Bible compares the
breath of God (Hebrew: ruach) to his Spirit, it would seem
that God gave Adam a new spiritual capacity not previously
available to any other creature. This additional in-breathing
of God’s ‘ruach’ is not specifically mentioned in the Genesis
account. However, the relationship described between Adam
and God is, elsewhere in the Bible, associated with people
who have received the ‘ruach’ spirit of God into their mortal
bodies.

I suggest this giving of God’s spirit to Adam was the
same as that described in the New Testament Bible, where
Christians are told that they receive the ‘Holy Spirit’ when
they are ‘born again’ into God’s family. The New Testament
calls such ‘born again’ people ‘sons and daughters of
God’ and inheritors of ‘Eternal Life’. It also calls
Christians a New Creation (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Clearly, the New Testament terminology that describes
‘born again’ Christians is the same terminology that is used
for Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. This is not
surprising since we are told that Jesus was the ‘Second
Adam’ and he came to reverse what was lost in the Garden of
Eden.
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The Genesis account is therefore consistent with
the New Testament definitions of ‘sons of God’, in that
Adam was called a son of God. It is also consistent with the
New Testament understanding, whereby mortals such as us
can enter into an Eternal Life relationship with God, while
still in our mortality. It also explains why Adam and Eve are
treated, in the Genesis account, as being a ‘new or special
Creation’ with a different relationship to God than existed in
any other creature.

The description of a God-given ‘in-breathing’, that
imparts a spiritual dimension described as eternal, is
repeated by Jesus. When he spoke with Nicodemus Jesus
said, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God
unless he is born of water (physical birth) and the Spirit. Flesh
gives birth to flesh (through the waters of physical birth), but
Spirit gives birth to spirit (Spiritual birth). You should not be
surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again’. (John 3:5-
7). A little later Jesus said, “For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have Eternal Life” (John 3:16).

The New Testament Bible clearly states that Jesus was
the second ‘Adam’ and he came to reverse what was lost
by the first ‘Adam’. The first Adam was always physical and
mortal. However, when God formed that close personal
relationship with Adam, he received the Holy Spirit from God
and was therefore an inheritor of ‘Eternal Life’. Adam had an
Eternal Life relationship with his Creator.

However, the second Adam (Jesus) has not
prevented us from dying physically in spite of the fact
that he came to reverse what was lost in the Garden of
Eden! This adds further strength to the argument that Adam
and Eve’s bodies were never immortal.

All this reasoning is needed, in order to persuade
Christians that the Adam of the Garden of Eden was not
created immortal, and later lost this status through
disobedience. No, I believe all the evidence, biblical and
scientific, supports the conclusion that Adam was created
mortal, just like all of us. When Jesus came to reverse the
effects of humankind’s rebellion against the authority of God,
he ushered in a new and living way for restoration into
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Eternal Life. He even went so far as to say; “Whoever lives
and believes in me will never die” (John 11:26).

The work of Jesus on the cross ushered in the reality
of Pentecost, when God’s Holy Spirit came anew upon the
human race and entered into the lives of those who believed
in Jesus.

In like manner, Adam was given God’s Holy Spirit and
a relationship with God that is described as ‘Eternal Life’.
The Bible also makes it clear that all humankind have a
spirit that survives physical death, but the biblical
description of Eternal Life is not the same as eternal
existence. Eternal Life is defined as ‘eternal existence in
relationship with God’. Eternal existence, outside of a
relationship with God, is described in the Bible as Eternal
Death.

Connection of Adam to Archaeological discovery

Where do Adam and Eve fit into the scientific
evidence for man-like creatures who existed long before
the biblical date of Adam?

This is one of the most controversial questions
facing Christians today.

So far, in this book (page 31), I have pointed out
evolutionary processes that can be clearly demonstrated
within life forms that share the same level of genetic
complexity. In addition, the evidence strongly indicates that
God has brought about a series of so-called ‘Genetic
Upgrades’.

These ‘up-grades’  were needed each time that God
brought into being  more complex life, such as when
vertebrates followed invertebrates, amphibians followed
fishes or reptiles and birds followed amphibians, or
mammals followed reptiles. Science struggles to explain the
precise mechanisms or processes that led to such ‘genetic
upgrades’ and the fossil evidence does not reveal the millions
of intermediate stages that should be there, if these advances
had occurred via a process of small step by step evolution.

Once we accept that God is intimately and constantly
involved in all of his creation, then we do not have a problem
with accepting that he periodically undertook major up-
grades in life’s complexity. He probably used processes that
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science can start to unravel, but processes do not remove
God from the picture.

Can we logically have a problem with God making
Adam from the genetics of a pre-existing creature?
Consider the biblical description of how he made Eve. She
was made by God taking something out of the living Adam in
order to make Eve. He made a living human from part of
another living human!

Therefore, we can see that God could have made the
living human ‘Adam’ by taking something from an already
living pre-Adamic man.

Why do we need to enter into this sort of discussion?
Simply because there is now overwhelming evidence that
creatures looking like modern people existed on earth as long
as 30,000 years before the biblical date for Adam.

Were these creatures truly human or were they
little different in behaviour to the Great Apes that still
exist in our world? We know that the Great Apes have the
ability to make simple tools and to communicate via signs
and sounds. Some of them even make simple structures,
such as beds of leaves to sleep on. It is therefore possible
that the anatomically modern mankind, existing before
the biblical date for Adam, could still have been locked
into a sub-human culture, probably not even having a
complex language. Since language is the foundation for
all other learning and knowledge, there would be an
enormous difference between any such creatures and the
biblical Adam.

What was the relationship of Adam and Eve to
these pre-Adamic creatures that look, from the many
skeletons discovered, to be like modern humans?

Whether we like it or not, Christians must face this
issue. Fortunately, scientific studies in archaeology,
linguistics and the origins of civilisation, all throw exciting
light on this question.

How about the following proposal?

What if God chose to form Adam with a
dramatically increased capacity for moral and spiritual
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awareness, than existed in any other of his creation. He
then instructed Adam in the first complex language and
in new knowledge. It does not really matter exactly how God
did this.

He may have taken Adam as a small child, so that he
would grow up uninfluenced by the behaviour of other man-
like creatures. Alternatively, he may have formed Adam in
a similar manner to the described formation of Eve.
When he formed Adam, God may have also given him a
‘genetic upgrade’ similar to those already described.

No matter how God chose Adam, it is very significant
that archaeological discovery has shown that simple
agriculture and the making of very basic collections of
dwellings, first appeared in the Middle East about 6000BC
(Catal Hoyuk in Turkey). This was a significant advance in
the activities of man-like creatures. However, this advance
would have taken place before the Bible date for Adam (c.
4157 BC).

In Catal Hoyuk there is no evidence for complex
society, no writing, no sign of organised religion and no clear
evidence for a complex language. In other words, these
anatomically man-like creatures could still have had a social
structure that was sub-human.

It is generally agreed that the domestication of plants
and animals first took place in the Middle East. There is good
scientific evidence that all seven crops, important to
ancient civilisations, originated in a small area on the
borders of modern Syria and Turkey. This area is
somewhere within a 200 kilometre circle on the upper
reaches of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.

This is fascinating research, because the biblical
location of Eden is connected with four rivers, the Pishon,
Gihon, Tigris and Euphrates. The account suggests that
Eden was at the headwaters of these four rivers, A river
watering the garden flowed from Eden, from there it was
separated into four headwaters. The name of the first is the
Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah, where
there is gold. The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and
the onyx are also there. The name of the second river is the
Gihon; it winds through the entire land of Cush. The name of
the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of
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Asshur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates (Genesis 2:10-
14). This sort of geographical detail suggests a real
locality and a real Adam, not just a story with a moral
message!

Excavations of ruins that are dated a little bit later
than Catal Huyuk, namely at Tell Brak, Ebla and Uruk in
Syria, reveal the world’s oldest true cities, with buildings
dating back as early as 4,000 BC. These were much more
complex groups of buildings than found at Catal Hoyuk.
As we already mentioned, the Catal Hoyuk collection of
simple buildings (6000BC) shows no sign of writing, metal
smelting, organised religion, or structured society such as is
evident at the later Tell Brak city.

The biblical date for Adam is 4157 BC, a mere 157
years before the earliest true city discovered thus far, namely
Tell Brak. The Bible book of Genesis mentions a city being
built by Adam’s son Cain, after he killed his brother Abel and
fled from the Garden of Eden. We should ask if there was a
link between the appearance of the Adamic family line
and the sudden dramatic advance in civilisation, from
the Catal Hoyuk type society to the much more complex
Tell Brak type.

The excavations at Tel Brak, Ebla and Uruk reveal a
very complex civilisation, including writing, mining of
minerals, metal smelting, organised religion and a variety of
buildings designed for specific functions.

Adam and his family were the first to have clear
instruction in monotheism. Belief in many gods seems to be
the ‘natural’ tendency for mankind. It takes specific
revelation to direct mankind towards belief in just one
God of all creation. One of the reasons for the Garden of
Eden demonstration was to start humanity with
monotheistic understanding.

The Genesis account specifically places organised
religion and the worship of one God, as starting after the
time of Adam. It was only after the wife of Adam’s son Seth
had given birth to Enosh that we read, At that time men
began to call on the name of the Lord (Genesis 4:26).

In other words, the biblical account suggests that the
first true religion was monotheistic. We know that the later
Sumerian civilisation of 3000 BC was polytheistic in belief,
and their Creation Epic reveals this. However, excavations at



86

Ebla reveal that about 700 years before the Sumerians a
least some of the inhabitants of Ebla were monotheistic. This
clearly supports the conclusion that monotheism did not
evolve from polytheism and this again points to the biblical
account being firmly based in real history.

In fact, Ebla existed by 3700 BC, a mere 457 years
after the biblical date for Adam and a mere 307 years after
the date for the birth of Adam’s son Seth and a mere 157
years after the birth of Seth’s son Enosh. The biblical
account states that organised religion only started after the
birth of Enosh (Genesis 4:26).

Wow! The earliest archaeological discovery of
organised religion dates to c. 3700 BC and the biblical
date for the first organised religion is c. 3857 BC.
Furthermore, the biblical description of the first religion is
Monotheism and the archaeological evidence for the first
religion shows that this was monotheistic.

What enables humanity to be inventive, have
language, form complex societies and cities and develop
religious systems and cultures? Our genetic make-up alone
does not make us truly human. The inability of genetically
normal children to learn a human language and to become
integrated into society, if they grow up apart from all
humans, shows a basic need to be raised in a society.
Without relationship to a human language speaking
group, or to an instructor from such a group, a
genetically normal child will not learn to talk and will
never be able to become a truly ‘human’ human.

In other words, if God decided that pre-Adamic
mankind were physically and mentally ready for spiritual life,
the only way of  bringing this about would be through a
‘hands on’ encounter. This encounter could initially be to
instruct Adam in the first complex language, followed by
other instruction. In this way anatomically modern
mankind could be ‘jump started’ from sub-human to
truly human. Adam would, in a very real sense be a New
Creation. He would be the first person with complex
language and an intimate personal relationship with the
Creator.
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The Genesis account indicates a period of instruction
by God, even before Eve was created. There is specific
mention that, after God had ‘planted’ a special garden he
then put man into it to look after it. Man was trained as a
gardener and presumably in the art of agriculture! We read,
The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden
to work it and take care of it (Genesis 2: 15).

Genesis describes further interactions between
God and Adam. He was told to name the animals and this
process probably lasted for a considerable period. The
naming of the animals all took place before the creation of
Eve.

Before Adam could be trained in all this new
knowledge he needed to be taught the first true
language. This could also have taken a considerable time. It
is fascinating that the scientific study of languages reveals
that the first complex proto-language originated in the
Middle East. Furthermore, the evidence suggests that this
could have originated at about the same date as the biblical
date for Adam.

Archaeology reveals that all this sudden and
dramatic advance in civilisation took place soon after
the biblical date for Adam. There was a sudden appearance
of more complex cities, an acceleration of culture, and the
appearance of writing. This more advanced culture, with
mines, cuneiform writing and complex cities and the
appearance of the first organised religion, all took place in
the same geographical region in which the Bible places
Adam.

The Genesis account strongly suggests that
mankind received a major boost in knowledge through
direct instruction to Adam from God. Furthermore,
available archaeological evidence strongly supports this
possibility.

This Garden of Eden interaction between God and
Adam gives us by far the most likely scenario to explain
the sudden appearance of complex language. Anatomically
modern mankind was suddenly introduced to an entirely
new cultural environment, via the exposure of the Adamic
family line to new knowledge, given to Adam directly by the
Creator. This can logically explain the sudden appearance of
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complex language and the subsequent ability to develop
writing skills, metal smelting, complex human interactions
and the first true religion. This would also explain why the
first true religion was monotheistic, contrary to the
speculations of some scientists who have suggested a slow
evolutionary origin of monotheism from polytheism.

This possible scenario would suggest that the man-
like creatures that science says existed before Adam, were
still existing in a sub-human or very primitive culture. There
is no reason why God could not have created Adam from
genetics of such a pre-Adamic man. This was the start of a
New Creation by God. The time had come to fast-track
anatomically modern mankind into a new spiritual
dimension and into an Eternal Life relationship with the
Creator.

This scenario can also explain why science suggests
that there seems to have been only one proto-language in
Europe and Asia. If language was merely the result of
evolutionary processes, we would expect many proto-
languages. Each isolated group of anatomically modern
humans would have developed their own words to describe
their environment.  However, studies of all the Indo-
European languages points back to only one proto-language,
originating in the Middle East at about 4000 BC. Some
scholars believe that all human languages can be traced
back to this same proto-language.

The Bible also connects the Adamic family with
the dawn of the Bronze Age and archaeology confirms
that this started soon after 4000 BC. In the biblical book
of Genesis we read how Cain fled to the land of Nod after
killing his brother Abel. There follows a description of his
children and grand children. One of Cain’s descendents was
Lamech.  He gave birth to Tubal-Cain, who forged all kinds of
tools out of bronze and iron (Genesis 4:22). Clearly the Bible
suggests that the dawn of the bronze and iron ages followed
directly from knowledge given to the Adamic family line.

This whole set of facts adds weighty evidence to the
validity of the biblical account. Adam was the key to all the
dramatic advances in human knowledge, for which science
has no adequate explanation. His unique position resulted
from personal instruction by the Creator.



89

We can attempt to summarise who I personally
believe that Adam was:

1. He originated from pre-Adamic, anatomically modern
man-like creatures.

2. God created Adam from this genetic background,
either as a child or by genetically engineering him, in
similar manner to the Genesis description of the
creation of Eve from Adam.

3. Adam was taught the first complex language by God
himself. Linguistic studies suggest the origin of the
first language in the Middle East at about 4000 BC.
The Genesis account places Adam at 4157 BC. This is
a remarkable agreement.

4. Both the Bible and linguistic studies place the origins
of complex language in the Middle East.

5. Genesis and botanical studies both place the origin of
agriculture in modern Turkey, near the headwaters of
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. This is the same
locality given for the Garden of Eden.

6. The first true cities, such as Tel Brak and Ebla, are
dated by archaeological research as starting about
4000 BC. Adam’s son Cain is recorded as building a
city and the biblical date is about the same.

7. The first organised religion, so far discovered by
archaeology, is found at Tel Brak and at Ebla, within
this same geographical area. Descriptions of
monotheistic religion were found at Ebla. The Genesis
account dates the first religion to about 3857 BC.
Archaeology dates it at about 3700 BC - again, a most
remarkable agreement.

8. The dawn of the Bronze Age is given by archaeology as
soon after 4000 BC. This involves skills of mining tin
and copper to make bronze and smelting of metals
and making of alloys. The Bible connects this with the
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Adamic family and the biblical dates correspond with
the archaeological dates.

This list of remarkable similarities between the
Genesis account and modern scientific discoveries,
presents us with a very strong case for accepting the
biblical details as being very firmly based in real history.

Furthermore, an acceptance of the biblical account
gives us by far the most likely explanation for the
dramatic advances in human civilisation that took place
about 4000 BC.

The Creator himself intervened in a very personal
and hands on manner, in order to ‘fast track’ humanity
towards their true potential and towards God’s ultimate
plans for humanity and planet Earth.

The origin of Eve

The possibility that God may have chosen the
route of taking Adam from the genetics of a pre-existing
anatomically modern human, is strongly supported by
the biblical description of how he made Eve. If Adam had
been spiritually and culturally and genetically identical to all
the other pre-Adamic mankind, then it would seem to have
been simple for God to give him a wife from out of that gene
pool. But no, he needed a woman who was fully comparable,
genetically and culturally to Adam.

The Genesis account mentions that, after Adam had
named the living creatures in his area, none were found to be
suitable for him as a mate (helper). We read, So the man gave
names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the
beasts of the field. But for Adam no suitable helper was found
(Genesis 2:20).

This suggests that any anatomically modern mankind
existing near the Garden of Eden, were clearly not suitable
companions for Adam. We can suggest that these were
clearly sub-human in behaviour.

So we read about one of the most fascinating and
significant accounts in the entire Bible. The Lord God
caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was
sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the place
with flesh. Then the Lord God made a woman from the ‘rib’ he
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had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man
(Genesis 2:21-22).

The word translated as ‘rib’ has other possible
translations, such as ‘side’, ‘part’, ‘cell’, or even the ‘crescent
cervix of the womb’ I would like to suggest that it was a pre-
scientific age description of God taking genetic material
out of Adam in order to create Eve from it. How about a
strand of Adam’s DNA? Certainly the idea in some people’s
minds, that man has fewer ribs than woman, is incorrect!

If we were to put this into modern context, we would
probably say; The Lord God anaesthetised Adam, and
while in this state he removed part of him (DNA?) and
from this genetic material he genetically engineered a
woman.

This account of the creation of Eve, reminds us that
God has always been the master geneticist, capable of
cloning and genetic engineering. This throws a fascinating
light on the creation of Eve, but it may also help explain
some puzzles in the fossil record, such as the ‘genetic
upgrades’ spoken about earlier in this book.

The account of the creation of Eve specifically states
that God formed Eve from whatever he took out of Adam. He
then, brought her to the man (Genesis 2:22) This may suggest
that Eve was formed at some locality away from Adam. We
are not told how long the process took.

In this Bible account of the formation of Eve, we
clearly see that a new human (Eve) was formed by God
from a pre-existing human (Adam). I emphasise this,
because I need to convince my Bible believing friends that
God chose this way to make Eve. Therefore, Christians
should not have a problem with accepting that God could
have made Adam from the genetics of a pre-existing
creature. This would not have been through a slow process
of biological evolution, but through a special creative act.

Pre-Adamic man-like creatures in the Bible

There are fascinating statements in the Bible,
suggesting that other man-like creatures may have
existed at the time of Adam and Eve. In Genesis chapter 4
we have the account of Adam’s son Cain killing the other son
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Abel. These were the first two children born to Adam and
Eve.

God told Cain that, from now on he would be a
restless wanderer in the earth. Cain’s response was, “My
punishment is more than I can bear. Today you are driving me
from the land (Eden), and I will be hidden from your presence:
I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds
me will kill me”.

Again, in verse 17, ‘Cain lay with his wife, and she
became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch. Cain was then
building a city, and he named it after his son Enoch’. Here
we have three problems to solve. Who were the people who
he feared might kill him? Where did Cain get his wife?
And who builds a city just for himself and his family?

Clearly Cain seemed to believe that other ‘people’
existed in the world outside the Garden of Eden, and he
feared they might kill him. This was his fear even before his
expulsion from the Garden of Eden.

It has been suggested that Cain’s wife may have come
from a later daughter born to Adam and Eve. However, this
would have meant that Cain had to wait many years,
because at the time of his expulsion the Adamic family
consisted only of Adam, Eve and Cain.

Adam and Eve apparently had no other children by
the time Cain was banished from the land where they had
lived.  We read in chapter 4 verse 25, Adam lay with his wife
again, and she gave birth to a son and named him Seth,
saying, “God has granted me another child in place of
Abel, since Cain killed him”. Adam was 130 years old when
he had Seth. We read in chapter 5, verse 3, When Adam had
lived 130 years, he had a son in his own likeness, in his own
image, and he named him Seth. After Seth was born, Adam
lived 800 years and had other sons and daughters.

Speculation that Adam and Eve may have had other
unmentioned children before Cain and Abel is, I believe not
justified. This is especially because it is specifically stated
that Seth was a replacement for Abel, and then it is
mentioned that he later on had other sons and daughters.
Furthermore, the Genesis account does not suggest that
Cain had to wait many years for his wife, before a future
sister was born and reached adulthood. The most likely
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interpretation of the reference to Cain’s wife, is that he took
one from surrounding humanity.

We can assume that, if this was the origin of Cain’s
wife, then he would have passed on much of his own
education to her. Furthermore, Cain would have become a
civilising influence in the ‘Land of Nod, east of Eden’ (Genesis
4:16). It is not surprising that, with his God-given
knowledge, he was then able to mobilise and train
surrounding people, so as to build a city. We read, Cain was
then building a city, and he named it after his son Enoch
(Genesis 4: 17).

We also have to take note of Cain’s expressed fear of
the other people who might kill him, and the reference to him
building a city. People do not build cities just for themselves
and one son.

So, what other explanation could there be for the
other people referred to in the Genesis account? In
Chapter 6 we read about ‘sons of God’ and ‘daughters of
men’. Throughout the Bible, people in a special relationship
to God are called ‘sons of God’. In the New Testament
scriptures Christians are referred to as adopted ‘sons and
daughters of God’. It is therefore most likely that the
reference in Genesis to ‘Sons of God’ refers to Adam and his
descendants, because they had a special relationship with
God. In the New Testament book of Luke, Adam is clearly
referred to as the ‘son of God’ (Luke 3:38.)

Who were the ‘Sons of God’?

Some Christians have suggested that these ‘sons of
God’ were angels, referred to in the New Testament book of
Jude. In verse six of Jude there is reference to angels who
did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their
own home. The suggestion that this refers to the Genesis
account is not justified since there are other legitimate
interpretations, such as the angels who followed Satan in his
rebellion.

Definitely, the title ‘sons of God’ is not specifically
used for angels anywhere else in the Bible. Furthermore,
angels are spoken of in a sexless way and we are expressly
told that marriage is unknown among them (Matthew 22:30).
Also, in the New Testament book of Hebrews chapter 1, we
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are told that Jesus is given the title ‘Son of God’, and in verse
4 it specifically states that, he became as much superior to
the angels as the name (Son) he has inherited is superior
to theirs. For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You
are my Son; today I have become your Father?”

I believe the Genesis account could be describing
inter-breeding between the Adamic line (sons of God) and
pre-Adamic women (daughters of men). We read in verse 4
that, The Nephilim were on the earth in those days - and also
afterwards - when the Sons of God went to the daughters of
men and had children by them. They were the heroes of old,
men of renown (of large stature).

Much later in the Bible the Nephilim are again
mentioned, when the Israelite nation was entering the
promised land of Canaan many centuries later. Again they
are referred to as giants.

The Nephilim were not ‘spiritual’ beings or crosses
between angels and humans. This is further emphasised
later in the Bible, where the Nephilim are spoken of as giants
and compared to the Nephilim of long ago, and spoken of as
descendants of a man called Anak. In Numbers 13:33 we
read, we saw the Nephilim there (descendants of Anak
come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in
our own eyes, and we looked the same to them.

From the context of this passage in Numbers, it is
clear that these later Nephilim were giants. This passage
links these people, present in Canaan at the time of the
Israelite conquest, with the pre-flood union of ‘sons of God’
and ‘daughters of men’. If all mankind were destroyed at the
flood, except Noah and extended family, how is it that there
were still Nephilim on the earth long after the flood?

Let us assume that the flood did eliminate all of
‘civilised’ mankind, except for those in the Ark. If this was so,
where did the Nephilim (sons of Anak) come from at the time
that the Israelites were conquering the land of Canaan, many
hundreds of years after the flood? To answer this question,
we first need to widen the study a bit more. We need to look
at other names associated in the Bible with the Anakites
(descendants of Anak) and Nephilim.

Numbers 13:33 links the Anakites with the Nephilim,
and Deuteronomy 2:10 adds a further name to people like
the Anakites, The Emites used to live there - a people strong
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and numerous, and as tall as the Anakites. Like the
Anakites, they too were considered Rephites but the Moabites
called them Emites. In Deuteronomy 2:20 we read, that too
was considered a land of the Rephites who used to live there,
but the Ammonites called them Zamzummites. They were a
people strong and numerous and as tall as the Anakites. In 2
Samuel 21: 15-22 we are told that giants were the sons of
Rapha of Gath. It is likely that the Rephites were Rapha’s
descendants.

In Joshua 15:13 we read, In accordance with the
Lord’s command to him, Joshua gave Caleb son of Jephunneh,
a portion of Judah-Kiriath Arba, that is Hebron (Arba was the
forefather of Anak). From Hebron Caleb drove out the three
Anakites - Sheshai, Ahiman and Talmai-descendants of Anak.

So we see that the Nephilim are associated with the
following names: Anak, Emites, Rephaites, Rapha,
Zamzummites, Arba, Sheshi, Ahiman, Talmai. Now, if we go
back much further in history to the times of Abraham, over
1000 years before Joshua, in Genesis 14:5, in the fourteenth
year, Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him went out and
defeated the Rephaites in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzites in
Ham, the Emites in Shaveh Kiriathaim and the Horites in the
hill country of Seir.

Another biblical reference is Amos 2:9. He records God
saying, “I destroyed the Amorite before them, though he was
tall as the cedars and strong as the oaks”. This is a reference
to the Israelite invasion of Canaan. Here the name ‘Amorite’
is linked with the giants. Who were the Amorites? In Genesis
10:15 we read, Canaan was the father of Sidon his firstborn,
and of the Hittites, Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites, Hivites,
Arkites, Sinites, Arvadites, Zemarites and Hamathites. In
other words the ‘giants’, referred elsewhere as Nephilim, are
descendants of Canaan, who was the grandson of Noah.

There is also an association between the Philistines
and some of the Nephilim, known as the Anakites. We
read that the Philistines came from their founding father
Mizraim, and he was one of the sons of Ham. (Genesis 10:13-
14). A bit later in this chapter we see that the Nephilim are
also linked with their ancestor Canaan, who was a son of
Ham, and he was a son of Noah.

We read in Joshua 11:21, Joshua went and destroyed
the Anakites from the hill country…only in Gaza, Gath and
Ashdod did any survive. It is significant that the giant
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Goliath, who was killed by David, came from amongst the
Philistines and was from Gath (1 Samuel 17:4).

The account of Goliath reads, A champion named
Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine
camp. He was over nine feet tall. He had a bronze helmet on
his head and wore a coat of scale armour of bronze weighing
57 kilograms, on his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a
bronze javelin was slung on his back. The spear shaft was
like a weaver’s rod, and its iron point weighed 7 kilograms (1
Samuel 17: 4-7)

Another passage that shows the size of these people is
in Deuteronomy 3: 11, Only Og king of Bashan was left of the
remnant of the Rephaites. His bed was made of iron and was
more than thirteen feet long and six feet wide.

However, if we return to the connection between
the Nephilim, the Anakites and their originating father
called Arba, we can trace Arba back to ‘one of the sons of
Heth’, via a process of associations.

At the time of Abraham we read that he bought a field
from the sons of Heth who lived at Hebron, also called
Kiriath Arba (Genesis 23:3). Much later, in the times of
Joshua and the Israelite conquest of Canaan the
descendants of Arba (who built Kiriath Arba) are clearly still
in control of that area. So we read in the King James
translation, and unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh he gave a
part among the children of Judah, according to the
commandment of the Lord to Joshua, even the city of Arba
the father of Anak, which city is Hebron. And Caleb drove
thence the three sons of Anak, Sheshai, and Ahiman, and
Talmai, the children of Anak (Joshua 15:13-14).

I revert back to the King James translation, because it
brings out the true meaning of the original Hebrew much
better than some more modern translations. Clearly, at
Joshua’s time and the Israelite conquest of Canaan, the
Anakites still controlled the city of Kiriath Arba, just as they
had done in the earlier times of Abraham. At Abraham’s time
these people were referred to as ‘sons of Heth’.  We read, and
Sarah died in Kirjath-arba: the same is Hebron in the land of
Canaan: and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep
for her. And Abraham stood up from before his dead, and
spake unto the sons of Heth, saying, I am a stranger and a
sojourner with you: give me a possession of a burying place
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with you, that I may bury my dead out of my sight (Genesis
23:2-4). Modern scholarship clearly links the ‘sons of Heth’
with the Hittite nation, which Archaeological discovery shows
was a powerful empire for a considerable period, and reached
its peak under Suppiluliumas 1 in c.1380-1350 BC.

So, where did the founding father Heth come
from? We read, in Genesis 10:15, And Canaan begat Sidon
his firstborn, and Heth’. We have already seen that Canaan
was one of the grandsons of Noah. We read, The sons of Noah
who came out of the ark were Shem, Ham and Japheth. (Ham
was the father of Canaan). These were the three sons of Noah,
and from them came the people who were scattered over the
earth. (Genesis 9:18-19).

In summary, the link between the Nephilim of
Adam’s time, and those of the conquest of Canaan by the
Israelites nearly 3000 years after Adam, is as follows:

1. Noah was a descendant of Adam’s family line (Genesis
chapter 5)

2. Noah’s sons were Shem, Ham and Japheth (Genesis
10:15).

3. Ham was the father of Canaan (Genesis 10:15).

4. Canaan was the father of Heth (Genesis 10:15)

5. Heth was the father of Arba (Genesis 23:3).

6. Arba was the father of Anak (Joshua 15:13)

7. The later generations of Nephilim were descendants of
Anak (Numbers 13:33).

8. Thus, Arba and the Nephilim have an ancestry traced
back to Ham.

This survey of associated names and descriptions
of these people is given to show two main aspects. First,
the Nephilim are associated with men who were exceptionally
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large. Second, the post-flood appearances of them were
linked with some of the descendants of Noah.

This suggests that, within the genetics of Noah or his
sons’ wives there was an ancestry that included ‘Nephilim’
genes. Because of this, the descendants of Noah, through
one of his grandsons, Canaan, included some ‘Nephilim’
genetics. Some descendants with this genetics produced
exceptionally large people and these gave rise to the races of
giants referred to in the Bible accounts at the time that the
Israelites were conquering Canaan.

I find these associations, hidden within the pages
of the Bible, a fascinating commentary on the historicity
of the Bible records. Clearly the writers had no intention of
making a clear case on the Nephilim. However, we can build
up interesting links from details that were mentioned in
passing, scattered in various biblical books and which could
hardly have seemed particularly significant to the writers.

Origin of the Nephilim in Adam’s time?

So, where did the Nephilim come from in the times
of Adam? I have suggested that they were crosses between
the ‘sons of God’ (Adamic line) and other man-like creatures
(daughters of men).

The fact that these crosses produced exceptionally
large people, may strengthen the suggestion that God gave
Adam a ‘genetic upgrade’ when he was created from pre-
Adamic genetics. This upgrade did not change Adam’s
anatomy from the anatomy of the genetics from which God
created Adam. We can see this from the fact that many pre-
Adamic skeletons have been found and these are identical to
those of modern man.

However, in biology we know that slight differences in
genetics can still result in fertile offspring, but these
offspring often have what is termed ‘hybrid vigour’. This can
show itself through the offspring being of bigger size than the
parents.

If there was this slight difference in genetics, then
Intercourse between the Adamic line (sons of God) and pre-
Adamic women (daughters of men) could then have resulted
in ‘genetic hybrids’ of large size (Nephilim).
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If God gave the Adamic family ‘sons of God’ a ‘genetic
upgrade’ this may possibly have also meant that Adam’s
family line had much longer life-spans than in pre-Adamic
humanity. If this was the case this could possibly be one
explanation for the fact that early biblical characters lived
very long lives and then progressively shorter lives as
generations passed. The biblical account states that life-
spans steadily shortened with each generation. This could
have been due to the interbreeding of the Adamic family line
with women from the rest of humanity, causing a dilution of
the Adamic genetics.

Another possible explanation for decreasing life-spans
could be changes in climate and increasing effects of human
sinful behaviour. Certainly we can see that the climate
changed dramatically after the biblical flood. For the first
time mankind saw a rainbow in the sky!

As mentioned at the beginning of our discussion on
the mortality or immortality of Adam and Eve, some
Christians have suggested that they were actually created
immortal. The long life-spans and subsequent shortening of
life-spans might suggest a recently lost immortality.
However, I believe the evidence presented in this and
preceding chapters, is strongly against this interpretation of
scripture.

The Bible itself leaves ample room for man-like
creatures other than Adam and Eve’s immediate family
line. Not only are there references to ‘Nephilim’, ‘sons of God’
and ‘daughters of men’, but also the previously mentioned
details about Adam’s son, Cain. For instance, where did his
wife come from, who were the people that he feared might kill
him, and who were the people destined to live in the city he
was building?

I believe the biblical message is that Adam and Eve
were created mortal, but with an Eternal Life
relationship with their Creator. They lost this Eternal Life
relationship through disobedience. However, the Second
Adam, Jesus Christ, regained for mankind the way to return
to the original Garden of Eden relationship. We are told that,
through what Jesus accomplished on Calvary’s cross, by
bearing upon himself the sins of humanity, he opened up a
new and living way of restoration. Now humanity can return
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to that ‘New Creation’ status, of being ‘sons and daughters of
God’ and to experiencing the same ‘Eternal Life’ relationship
with their Creator.

I am not insisting that my understanding of pre-
Adamic man is definitely the correct interpretation of all
the biblical and scientific facts. However, Christians need
to be flexible in their attitude towards these scientific
discoveries and admit that there is very strong evidence
for the existence of man-like creatures, before the
biblical date of Adam. Since this evidence exists, we need
to accept the likelihood that the reasoning given in these
chapters comes to the correct conclusions.

As Christians, we will be wise to admit this possibility,
otherwise our attitude can become a big stumbling block in
the path of many people who have been exposed to the
findings of science.

Summary: who was Adam?

If you are a Bible-believing person, who also accepts
the discoveries of science, these arguments seem to lead to
the conclusion that God acted as follows. At a point in time
he decided to interact with anatomically man-like creatures
in a new and special way. He decided to ‘jump start’
humanity in a way that would enable them to move into
the destiny he had planned for them.

A basic requirement for this advance was a complex
language. Adam was created by God, possibly by using
genetics from a pre-Adamic man. Eve was formed by using
genetics from the living Adam. They were then both given
instruction in new knowledge and a new spiritual capacity.
He gave his Holy Spirit (breath) into this one specially
created man, Adam. This man became a ‘son of God’, with a
new capacity for relationship with God. When God made Eve
from Adam, he then also gave Eve his Holy Spirit.

Adam was in a very real sense a New
Creation. He had a new spiritual capacity. This, together
with a harmonious and close relationship with his Creator
and with his newly taught language (the first proto-
language), enabled Adam and Eve to be taught advanced
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agriculture and other learning. This was the stimulus that
was needed, in order for them to fit into God’s long-term
agenda for humanity, both historically and eternally.

Adam and Eve were then put through a specific test
that formed the foundation for all subsequent interactions
between God and mankind. Those interactions have unfolded
step-by-step down through the centuries since Adam,
through God interacting with other selected individuals.

In biblical terminology, Adam and Eve were a New
Creation. They were something entirely new, in so far as God
was interacting with them in an entirely new way, including
giving to them his indwelling Holy Spirit and a very personal
relationship. They entered into an Eternal Life
relationship with God and were called sons and
daughters of God.

I believe that the Garden of Eden account
describes a stage in God’s interaction with his creation.
He apparently decided the time had come to channel
anatomically modern mankind into new knowledge,
including the first vital step of instruction in an
advanced language. This knowledge would be the input
needed to start development of technology that
ultimately would lead to the full potential for mankind
on planet earth.

In addition, the Genesis account clearly states that a
profound ‘spiritual’ lesson was being demonstrated. The
demonstration showed that mankind, even when given
idealistic surroundings, was nevertheless not able to obey
commands given to them by God. It also demonstrates that
mankind have been given a ‘free will’ that enables them to
make moral choices. The account also introduces us to a
personified Satan, the origin of rebellion in the Universe.
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Chapter 10

Eternal Life regained
The Creator planned to take upon himself our human

form and himself to pay the penalty that he had pronounced
for all rebellion against his authority. That penalty for
rebellion was eternal separation from his presence. Initially
this was pronounced against Satan and his rebellious angels.

However, once the judgment had been made and the
penalty pronounced, this had to be applied to all rebellion.
So it was that, in order for the penalty to be applied
consistently and justly, a rebellious mankind also had to fall
under the same judgment that was originally pronounced
against rebellious angels.

God pronounced to Adam and Eve, “In the day that
you eat of the forbidden fruit, you will surely die” In other
words, on that very day you will loose your special and close
fellowship with me, because you will have joined the rebellion
camp. That break in relationship is what the Creator calls
‘death’. It is spiritual terminology for existence apart from the
close presence of the Creator.

But, from before the creation of the world the
Creator had a plan of rescue in mind. We are told in the
Bible that he planned Calvary, before the foundation of the
world (1 Peter 1:20). So it was that Yeshua (Jesus) came into
this world and he, steadfastly set his face towards Calvary
and the crucifixion (Matthew 16:21).  Furthermore, we are
told the prime motivation for the Creator’s plan was, as
Jesus said, “For God so loved the world that he sent his only
begotten son, that whoever believes (places their trust in him)
shall not perish, but will have eternal life. For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save
the world through him” (John 3:16).

On a cruel Roman cross, at a place called Calvary, the
innocent one died in the place of the sinners. Here at Calvary
the Creator took upon himself the penalty that he himself
had pronounced for rebellion. That penalty was separation
from Eternal Life. In other words, the penalty was separation
from the presence of God. This does not mean that we loose
our eternal existence, because our spirit cannot die.
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However, an eternity away from the presence of God is called
‘Eternal Death’ in contrast to Eternal Life.

That is why Jesus cried out on the cross, “my God, my
God, why have you forsaken me”. God had turned away from
his Son because all the rebellion of humanity, past and
future, was taken upon Jesus as he suffered the penalty of
Sin. He suffered the horror of separation from his close
communion with the Father. To further emphasise the
horror and magnitude of this event, darkness covered the
earth for three hours and there was an earthquake. That
separation of Jesus from the close relationship he had with
Father God, caused him to cry out, “my God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?”

To emphasise the significance of this event still further
and to demonstrate that Jesus was opening up a new and
living way back to the Creator, the thick veil in the temple
was torn from top to bottom. This veil had separated
mankind from the ‘holy of holy’, where no person could enter
except the high priest once a year and only after elaborate
purification ceremonies.

Now the way was open for all humanity to approach
boldly to the very presence of a Holy Creator God (The
awesomeness of God was symbolised by the ‘holy of holy’
inner portion in the temple). This new approach to the Father
was not through our own merit but through the merit of
Jesus when he paid the penalty for all sins ever committed,
both past and future.

Here at Calvary Jesus reversed the Garden of Eden
failure. The Gospel message proclaims that repentance from
our sinfulness, that cost the Creator the death of his only
begotten Son, is the way back to restoration. Repentance
towards God and faith in what Jesus has achieved on
Calvary, is the key that opens the door to forgiveness.

Forgiveness by Father God and our willingness to obey
him, leads to people being ‘born again’ by the Holy Spirit.
That ‘new birth’ restores us to the same position that Adam
and Eve lost. We are restored to being adopted ‘children of
God’. We are restored to being inheritors of Eternal Life.

We are also restored to a position of ‘sinlessness’
before God, not because we are perfect but because we
approach a Holy God while ‘covered’ by the sinlessness of
Jesus Christ. He is our advocate before the throne of God.
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We can regain a position of ‘innocence’ that was lost in the
Garden of Eden. It is not our innocence, but those who avail
themselves of the substitutionary death of Christ are
considered to be innocent. Their sins have been forgiven, but
the responsibility still remains to continually confess new
sins and so keep short accounts with God.

Jesus had done nothing worthy of death, but he
willingly suffered its agonies. The innocent one died in the
place of the guilty. As the prophet Isaiah wrote about the
coming Messiah (deliverer), He was led like an innocent lamb
to the slaughter…For he was cut off from the land of the living;
for the transgressions of my people he was stricken. He was
assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his
death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in
his mouth. Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause
him to suffer, and though the Lord makes his life a guilt
offering, he will see his offspring (us who believe in him) and
prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in his
hand.

After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life
and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will
justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. Therefore I will
give him a portion among the great, and will divide the spoils
with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and
was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of
many, and made intercession for the transgressors (Isaiah
53).

The Creator sent his only begotten Son, born of a
virgin from the lineage of King David, to show mankind his
heart of compassion. The Creator sent his Son to die on a
cruel cross, suffering great pain, rejection, shame and
mockery. He suffered all the pain and agony that sin
causes in this world. He fulfilled the words of Isaiah in great
detail. He was indeed assigned a grave with the wicked, since
he died a criminal’s death, but he was buried in a rich man’s
tomb.

At Calvary’s cross God won the legal right, within
the spiritual dimension of reality, to pardon all who
come to him in repentance and faith. At the moment of
repentance, the convert again receives the Holy Spirit. He or
she once again becomes an inheritor of Eternal Life. But, just
as Adam and Eve were mortal creatures, so are we. We must
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all still die physically, but Eternal Life is our inheritance, and
through the operation of the Holy Spirit in our lives we can
again develop that close relationship with our Creator. That
relationship is the same as the one which Adam and Eve lost
through disobedience.

So it was that the Creator, who had pronounced the
sentence for rebellion, decided to take that sentence upon
himself. He alone had the right to do this. He was not putting
the sentence on some poor third party. Jesus was not a
‘third party’. That is why it is so important to realise that he
was in truth the Creator in human form. God took upon
himself the penalty for the rebellion of mankind. He, the
judge, took upon himself the sentence!

So Jesus was truly physically dead and buried. Of
even greater importance than that, he experienced ‘spiritual
death’, when he became separated from the Father while on
the cross. He tasted death for all mankind (Hebrews 2:9). On
the cross Jesus experienced the same ‘spiritual death’ that
Adam and Eve experienced when they disobeyed a command
from the Creator in the Garden of Eden. However, after parts
of three days in the tomb (40 hours total), he rose again from
physical death, with a new Spiritual body that could appear
and disappear and could go through walls and closed doors.

Jesus said, “this is life eternal: that they may know
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have
sent” (John 17: 3). If we look at the Garden of Eden
narrative, we read of a close communion between God and
Adam and Eve. They ‘knew’ God in a close and trusting
relationship. In a very real sense they were in an ‘Eternal
Life’ relationship. Thus Adam and Eve became ‘sons of God’
by adoption. They ‘knew’ him, and they were the first created
beings on Earth to whom God gave his Holy Spirit. In a fully
New Testament sense, Adam and Eve were ‘son and daughter
of God’ and experienced an ‘Eternal Life’ relationship with
God.

The New Testament writers use exactly the same
terminology as was used to describe the Garden of Eden
demonstration. They speak of Eternal Life as an intimate
relationship with God. They speak of this Eternal Life as
surviving physical death, not abolishing physical death. They
speak of people who enter into this Eternal Life relationship
as becoming sons and daughters of God. They speak of
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Jesus as the ‘Second Adam’ and that he achieved a reversal
of what was lost in the Garden of Eden.

What was achieved on that wooden cross at Calvary
gave to humanity access to the Tree of Life. That Tree of
Life was denied to humanity after they sinned in the Garden
of Eden. It was denied to them then, because God had a
better plan.

When the right time had come, in God’s timing and
wisdom, he sent into the world the ‘new and living way’ back,
to finding an Eternal Life relationship with our Creator. What
God achieved, through himself becoming a man and dying in
our place, was to open up access to the Tree of Life.

The physical resurrection of Jesus was needed as a
demonstration to mankind that he was indeed whom he had
claimed to be. Now, because he rose from the dead, we can
be sure of his claims to have power over death, to forgive
sins, to give the Holy Spirit to indwell the believer and to
return again in visible form to judge all mankind.

In addition, the Creator has promised, to all who have
received Eternal Life, that he will give new spiritual bodies,
such as that of the risen Jesus. We do trust God for a
resurrection to a new dimension of existence after physical
death, but this is not necessarily a resurrection of the dust
in our coffins, or the dust scattered to the winds after
centuries have passed. God will create for us new Timeless
Dimension bodies, into which our Eternal Life will be
housed.

But these ‘Timeless Dimension’ bodies are not
resurrected physical bodies. However, they are real bodies
with abilities such as the risen Jesus had. They will be
independent of time and locality, able to interact with the
physical Universe yet not be limited by time.

When scriptures speak of ‘the dead being raised’
this refers to their being raised to a higher dimension of
existence. We will be raised from the ‘place of the departed
spirits’ to the very presence of God in heaven. The place of
departed spirits is ‘under the Earth’, or within the Earth,
since scriptures speak of this and also of the dead being
‘raised’.

How do we reconcile the words of Jesus to the dying
thief, “This day you will be with me in Paradise” with other
scriptures that speak of our resurrection at the last day?
This is a mystery that may relate to the interaction between
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time and timelessness. From a time based human
perspective, the resurrection, to receive bodies such as the
glorified Jesus, is a future event. However, in the Timeless
Dimension this event could follow immediately after our
physical death.

An alternative explanation might be that there is an
intermediate state for ‘Born Again’ people who have died.
How about ‘Paradise’ being such a place, possibly distinct
from ‘Hades’, where all the other spirits go to await the final
judgment? If this is the case then Paradise is a place where
the believing dead are already ‘with the Lord’, as was
promised to the dying thief on the cross.

Eternal existence and Eternal Life

There is a very clear difference between ‘eternal
existence’ and ‘Eternal Life’. All humanity and angels and
demons have eternal spirits. A spirit cannot fully express
itself without a body. Angels express themselves through
their Timeless Dimension bodies. The new Timeless
Dimension bodies, promised to us by Jesus, are the gift of
the Creator to those who receive mercy from God. The
Eternal Life, that will possess the new ‘spiritual body’ and
will exist in the presence of the Creator, is described in the
Bible as LIFE. Eternal existence, for humans existing outside
the presence of God, is described in the Bible as DEATH or
Eternal Death or Hell.

Eternal death is the destiny for Satan and his
rebellious angels. They will be eternally separated from the
presence of the Creator, but they cannot be destroyed
because they were created by God to be immortal. Any of
humanity who land up in the realm of ‘Eternal Death’ will
spend eternity in the presence of the father of lies and
deception, the personification of evil.

The Bible says it is not the Creator’s wish that any of
humanity should land up in the realm of ‘Eternal Death’.
However, those who have chosen to push God out of their
lives need to face this frightening possibility. I could not wish
it, even for my worst enemy! It is as if, within the spiritual
dimension, Satan has a legal claim over people, unless
they appeal to the one who alone can save them.

The Creator has not given Satan and his demons any
second chance, because they had a far greater revelation of
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God than humanity has. They apparently had no excuse for
their rebellion. However, the Creator saw humanity
differently and he had compassion for these creatures of dust
and mortality, who found themselves dragged into the cosmic
battle between the Creator and Satan.

So it was that Jesus died and passed into Hades. Only
then did Satan realise that he had been outwitted by God. He
had tried so hard to tempt Jesus to sin but failed. When he
finally stirred up the crowds to have him crucified, he must
have wrung his hands in glee! He thought he had won, but in
fact he was defeated. We read in the Bible, no, we speak of
God’s secret wisdom, a wisdom that had been hidden and
that God destined for our glory before time began. None of the
rulers of this age (spiritual rulers) understood it, for if they
had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory
(1Corinthians 2:7-8).

When the spirit of Jesus left his physical body, Satan
suddenly realised that Jesus had not been defeated. Satan
had no legal right over him because he was not part of the
rebellion camp, because he never sinned. Suddenly, on the
third day since the crucifixion, he broke free from the place
of departed spirits, re-entered his dead body, so that we
could see that he was alive, and rolled back the tomb stone.
No doubt he must have proclaimed again to all the spiritual
beings to hear; “I am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever
lives and believes in me will never die” (John 11:25-26).

The dead body of Jesus was transformed into a new
spiritual, Timeless Dimension body, capable of passing
through the tightly bound and spice impregnated grave
cloths, without unwinding them and capable of entering
rooms through closed doors. This transformation had to take
place within the mortal body of Jesus lying in the tomb
because, if it had not been done this way, we would not have
realised that he was indeed alive.

However, with our own mortal bodies, we all return to
dust, but our eternal spirit never dies. It is the promise of
God that this eternal spirit will be given a new body, with the
same qualities as the resurrected body of Jesus. The promise
of the Creator is that he will give us that new body. How and
when he does it is his concern, but it does not have to be
from the dust in our graves. Those who died many centuries
ago are now dispersed as dust over wide areas. In fact some
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of the dust will have landed up in other humans, through the
food they ate while alive.

We should not have a problem with God giving us new
quantum dimension bodies from somewhere other than the
dust in our graves. After all, Jesus said, I tell you that out of
these stones God can raise up children for Abraham (Matthew
3:9).

Clearly Jesus, as the second ‘Adam’, fully reversed
what had been lost in the Garden of Eden. However, we
have noted that Jesus did not restore us to immortality of
our physical bodies made of dust. He restored us to an
Eternal Life relationship with God. The fact that Jesus did
not ‘restore us’ to physical immortality, is a clear
message to us that Adam and Eve were not initially
physically immortal!

How to inherit Eternal Life

So, how does the victory of Jesus enable us to be
part of his victory? It is made possible because he suffered
spiritual death in the place of humanity. Therefore, he is now
entitled to break the right of Satan over all humanity. He has
the right to ‘redeem’ all who call upon him and all that he
decides to redeem. He has earned the right to ‘buy back’
humanity from the destiny allocated to Satan and his
demons. He has earned the right to claim back from
Satan any of humanity who show that they want to be
claimed back.

In addition, Jesus has earned the right to be the judge
of all mankind, because he has paid the full price for sin and
rebellion. Since he has been appointed judge, this means
that every mortal who has ever lived will stand before him at
Judgment Day. Jesus has earned the right to divide the
people and to decide their eternal destiny.

He has given clear guidelines on how he will judge.
The key question will be: How have you and I reacted to the
knowledge of truth given to us? The ultimate and greatest
revelation of the Creator’s truth ever given to mankind, is the
revelation about Jesus. If you and I have clearly understood
the Christian gospel, the good news that our past sins can be
forgiven and that we can have Eternal Life through Jesus,
then we will be judged first and foremost by what we have
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done with this revelation. We will be judged on how we have
answered that question put to the Jews by the Roman judge
Pilate, “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called
Christ?” (Matthew 27:22).

The New Testament writings make it clear that
entrance into the Creator’s grace (his unmerited favour),
is a free gift. All we have to do is repent of our rebellion and
ask him for his forgiveness. Then the merit of Jesus’ death
on Calvary is applied to us. His victory is applied to us and,
as various Bible passages explain, we become clothed in
the right standing of Jesus. He puts his ‘robe’ of
righteousness over us. It is through his merit that we can
now approach with boldness into the very presence of
the awesome Creator. It is in his merit that we can call
the awesome Creator ‘Our Father’, even our ‘daddy’.

Since the Creator is now our Father and since we are
his adopted sons and daughters, we are in reality part of his
eternal inheritance. We have Eternal Life and this Life is not
just existence, it is a quality of life that he calls ‘Eternal Life’.
We receive this life when we are ‘born again’ and this takes
place when we ask God to forgive us, confess our faith in
Jesus as Saviour and as Lord, and invite his Holy Spirit to
enter our lives.

Our faith and repentance towards God, leads to
forgiveness by God of all our past sins. Since we have now
accepted the Lordship of Jesus Christ over our lives, the next
logical step is to obey his command to be baptised.

Baptism is an outward and visible sign of what has
already taken place in our hearts. When we repent, confess
our sins and ask God for forgiveness, this leads to him giving
us his Holy Spirit, to indwell our mortal bodies. The next
logical step is to ask God to ‘fill us’ with his Holy Spirit. This
infilling of the Holy Spirit is in response to our asking for him
and desiring him with all our heart. Normally this occurs
when other Christians lay their hands on a new believer and
pray. However, it can take place when entirely alone.

This transaction of ‘new birth’ can be likened to a
chicken egg. In order for the egg to receive ‘life’ it has to be
fertilised. If it is not fertilised then, no amount of being
warmed and comforted in the down-lined nest can lead to
development into a chicken. However, once the egg is
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fertilised, the warming that comes from closeness to the
parent and closeness to the other eggs in the nest, leads to
growth and development. The little chick in the egg can feel
the warmth and care of the mother hen, but it cannot see the
mother. When it is fully developed it will break out of its
restricting shell and see the mother hen face to face.

This is a good parable of the Christian life. Being
born into a physical family is like an egg being laid. However,
unless we are fertilised (born again by the Spirit of God) we
cannot develop into Christians. Once we are born again,
through repentance, confession and faith, and receiving the
Holy Spirit into our lives, we can start to develop and change.
However, further development will depend on staying close to
the source of spiritual warmth. This is primarily by keeping a
close relationship with the Creator, through a developing
relationship with Jesus, via the mediation of the Holy Spirit
in our lives.

Another part of the process of change and
development, is to cultivate a relationship with fellow
believers. We can encourage each other and keep each other
warm, at times when the ‘caring parent’ may move away for
short periods, to test our faith and test our commitment.

Jesus clearly spoke about being ‘born again’, “I tell
you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he
is born of water (natural birth) and the spirit (supernatural
birth). Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth
to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘you
must be born again’. The wind blows wherever it pleases. You
hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit”
(John 3: 5-8).

This ‘born again’ reality is a gift from the Creator, in
response to our repentance towards God and our faith in
what Jesus achieved for us at Calvary’s cross.  Confession
and repentance leads to his forgiveness. We receive this
forgiveness by faith in his word, since it says over and over
that repentance leads to forgiveness. In like manner, we
accept by faith that he gives us ‘new birth’ when he restores
the Creator-to-man link that was broken by our rebellion
against his rules.

The ‘new birth’ takes place when the Creator puts his
seal of ownership on our lives, when his Holy Spirit interacts
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with our spirit. We become adopted ‘sons and daughters of
God’. Only Jesus was a ‘begotten’ son. He was the result of
the angel saying to Mary; “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the
holy one to be born will be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35).
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Chapter 11

Original sin?

There certainly was a first sin, namely the action
taken by Adam and Eve when they disobeyed a command
from God. They were the first to disobey a command from
God and this is defined in the Bible as sin. However, many
Christians are taught that this ‘original sin’ means that we
are all born guilty of sin and even babies deserve the
judgment of God. This has been a foundation stone for the
doctrine of salvation through baptism. Is this doctrine of
‘original sin’ and the resultant need to ‘save’ a newborn baby
from Hell by baptising it, a correct interpretation of
scripture?

Some Christians suggest that it is the first sin of
Adam and Eve that led to physical death. Therefore, they
argue that our current mortality is the result of the ‘original
sin’. This reasoning leads to the conclusion that a baby is
born guilty of sin because it is born mortal.

Certainly it is true that scripture says we are all born
with a sinful nature and that this makes it inevitable that we
all do sin. However, it is helpful to define what we mean
by a ‘sinful nature’.

There are two important aspects to this question.
Does having of a sinful nature mean that we are born guilty
of sin, or does it mean that we are born with an inbuilt
selfishness and this always leads to actions that are wrong?

The Psalmist wrote, Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful
from the time my mother conceived me (Psalm 51:5) The King
James Bible reads, Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in
sin did my mother conceive me. The Hebrew word used here
for ‘iniquity’ is ‘avon’. The various legitimate translations of
this word include iniquity, perversity, punishment, fault, sin,
but the most frequent use is iniquity (Young’s analytical
concordance).

We certainly cannot build a doctrine of ‘original sin’ on
this one verse in a poetic section of the Old Testament. We
should especially be cautious since the wording could
equally suggest that we are born with a ‘sinful nature’ and
born into a world that is full of sinful behaviour. Being born
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with a sinful nature is not the same as being born guilty of
sin.

Another often quoted scripture is, Even from birth the
wicked go astray; from the womb they are wayward and
speak lies (Psalm 58:3). The King James version says, The
wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon
as they are born, speaking lies. The emphasis here is strongly
on actions taken after birth and certainly a new born baby
cannot ‘speak lies’.

In Ephesians and in other scriptures, we read about
the reality of our ‘sinful nature’. For instance, All of us also
lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our
sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts
(Ephesians 2:3). Such passages speak the truth that we all
have an inbuilt tendency to selfishness and all of us
definitely sin. However, we are wrong to conclude that this
automatically means we are born guilty of sin.

The first Christians did not consider the origin of sin
to be such a vital issue, requiring formulation of a ‘doctrine’
about it. One possible exception might be Paul, in Romans
chapter 5, but we will look closely at that a bit later.

It is very important to carefully study this Romans
chapter because, if this is seen to be ambiguous regarding
‘original sin’ then we are left with a doctrine that is based
on very flimsy foundations. In fact, this doctrine was only
formulated in the Fifth century by Augustine. The fact that it
took over four centuries for the church to formulate such a
doctrine should suggest to us that it was not clearly given in
the scriptures.

This doctrine of ‘original sin’ has also gained support
from the traditional belief of some Christians, that physical
death only came to this Earth after Adam and Eve sinned.
This view leads to the conclusion that physical death is a
curse linked to sin. Therefore, the fact that we are born
mortal is proof that we are cursed from birth. Now that you
have read my chapters on ‘The origin of death’ and ‘The
Garden of Eden’, I hope you have come to the conclusion
that physical death is not the result of any sin. Death has
been a part of life on Earth right from the start. It was
ordained by God himself.
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This evidence, that physical death has always been
a part of humanity and is not the result of sin, means
that the foundation stone for the doctrine of ‘original
sin’ has been pulled out of the theological edifice.

I personally cannot accept that an infant is born
guilty. Furthermore, salvation in the New Testament is
clearly linked to faith and the grace of God. I therefore go
further and accept that a person can be ‘saved’ from the
consequences of sin, by the merit of Jesus Christ, even if he
or she has never been baptised, or has never received any of
the other so-called ‘sacraments’ of the ‘church’.

A baby is definitely not guilty of sin until it
deliberately breaks a God-given commandment or
deliberately breaks its God-given conscience. This most
definitely does not occur at birth. Furthermore, in the light of
the scriptures that speak of God’s justice and how Jesus will
judge on Judgment Day, a small child is not held to be
legally responsible for wrongdoing until it reaches an age of
adult rationality. In Jewish society this was considered to be
at about 12 years of age. God judges what we do in the light
of what we knew we should have done.

In chapters on, ‘A God of justice’ and ‘A God of love’, I
cover biblical teachings on these characteristics of God.
These point out truths that argue powerfully against any
doctrine such as that of Original Sin, that suggest a baby
is born with an automatic sentence of damnation, unless
‘processed’ through some ‘sacrament’ of the church.

Selfishness is not in itself ‘sinful’. It is part of our God-
given survival kit for a hostile world. It is a fundamental
behaviour pattern in nature, ensuring that creatures survive
within a competitive ecological system. However, this basic
instinct can be over-ruled by choice, such as when
individuals endanger themselves for the good of the group.
Furthermore, mankind is specifically instructed by God to
resist selfish tendencies and learn to ‘love one another’.

My understanding of the Bible is that an infant is born
with a ‘sinful nature’ but is not guilty of sin until such age
that he or she fully understands the meaning of right and
wrong. From that point onwards, God keeps the book of
records for each and every life. Our responses to the light
given to us will be judged. Once we have received the
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knowledge of the love of God shown at Calvary, then our
response to this revelation is crucially important.

When that revelation is received, faith should lead to
repentance from our self-centred life-styles and a desire to
know this God, who so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten son. That heart desire should also lead to a decision
to obey our Saviour and our Lord, out of gratitude. Then it
will be a natural step of obedience to be baptised, as an
outward and visible sign of an inward reality, and it will be
natural to ask God to fill us with his Holy Spirit and it will be
natural to want to remember Jesus, by partaking of the
communion bread and wine. A discussion of the communion
will follow our further consideration of this doctrine of
‘original sin’.

Furthermore, if all mankind since Adam are born
‘sinful’, this creates an enormous problem with the
sinlessness of Jesus Christ. We read about Jesus, who has
been tempted in every way, just as we are – yet was without
sin (Hebrews 4:15). The whole Gospel message centres on the
sinlessness of Christ, enabling him to be a guiltless
substitute for mankind. He was enabled to achieve this, For
he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the
transgressors (Isaiah 53:12). We are also told in scripture
that Jesus was fully man. Thus, if Jesus was born with
‘original sin’, he could not have been sinless. This fact alone
is enough to argue away the whole concept of original
sin.

Maybe this realisation only came to theologians in the
Roman Catholic Church sometime around AD 1854. This
probably led to the ‘infallible’ papal pronouncement that
Mary shared in no taint of original sin. (the pronouncement
of the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary). This new
doctrine became necessary, in order to try and explain why
‘original sin’ was not passed on to Jesus.

The scriptures make it clear that Jesus did no sin,
even though he could have done so. We read that he was
tempted in every way as we are. His temptation by Satan in
the wilderness shows us his own struggle. As we read in
Hebrews, During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up
prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who
could save him from ‘death’, and he was heard because of his
reverent submission (Hebrews 5:7)
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We may ask what ‘death’ Jesus was saved from? He
certainly was not saved from death on the cross. However, he
was saved from the ‘spiritual death’ that would have resulted
had he given in to the temptations to sin.

Clearly Jesus did not sin through disobedience, nor
was he guilty of sin at birth. Scripture tells us that he was
fully man, through his mother Mary and fully God through
conception by the Holy Spirit. We can understand that he
inherited no sin from his Father’s side. However, if all of
humanity are born ‘guilty of sin’ , as is taught us in the
theology of ‘original sin, then Jesus would have been
born guilty of sin through his mother.

Since Jesus was definitely not guilty of any sin, this
also speaks powerfully against the doctrine of ‘Original Sin’.

The one Bible passage that may, at first sight, give
support to the doctrine of ‘original sin’, is Romans 5:12-
20. Because this ‘original sin’ teaching is so vital to the fifth
century formulation of the doctrine of ‘salvation through
baptism’, I will need to cover it in more detail. This is
because I believe that neither doctrine is found in the Bible,
nor was it the understanding of the first Christian churches.
Furthermore, this doctrine contradicts what we know from
the Bible about the character and justice of God.

One of the clearest biblical definitions of ‘sin’ is,
Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness
(1 John 3: 4). The first recorded sin, committed by Adam and
Eve, was also disobedience against a God-given law.

I believe the Bible passages, when all combined
together, state that we are all born into a world full of sin.
This is because we are born into a world with a conscience,
with access to revealed laws of God, with free wills and we
have all gone against what we knew was right. However,
there is a big difference between being born into such a
world, with an inborn tendency to sin (the sinful nature)
and a destiny to sin, and being born sinful. The latter is
not the case.

When Adam and Eve failed the test, it demonstrated
that mankind were unable to inherit ‘Eternal Life’, by their
own efforts at keeping the laws of God. It was a
demonstration showing us that God must put into action
another plan, to save mankind from this dilemma and to
enable him to re-gain ‘Eternal Life’.
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At Eden it seemed that Satan had won the spiritual
battle for the souls of mankind, but God knew all along
that his ultimate solution was going to be far more costly
than the Garden of Eden demonstration. It was going to
cost God the humility of becoming a man and himself
experiencing the penalty for disobedience, namely spiritual
death and separation from the Godhead.

This plan of rescue was kept secret from Satan.
We need to realise that Satan is only ruling on this Earth
and he is confined to time and the limitations imposed by
that reality. This means that he does not have access to all
the future knowledge that forms an integral part of the
Timeless Dimension. That may be one reason why the Old
Testament prophecies, relating to the future coming of the
Messiah, were phrased in language that could be misleading.
It was essential that Satan should be misled into thinking he
had won a great victory by having Jesus crucified.

Adam’s sin plunged mankind into a situation of
estrangement from God and this would last until the arrival
of the ‘Second Adam’, namely Jesus. He reversed the Garden
of Eden failure and opened up the ‘New and Living way’ for
mankind to regain the Eternal Life relationship, enjoyed by
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.

Yes, all of mankind are born into a sin-filled world,
but are not born guilty of sin. The newly born baby is not
yet sinful, but he has the potential to sin and in time he
definitely will sin. God takes into account the small child’s
ignorance and immaturity. Even when it starts to sin, he
does not hold it fully responsible until reaching an age of
adult understanding. We follow this same principle in our
human courts of law.

What happens to babies that die? The Bible does not
say, but we can rest in the love and justice of our God.

As mentioned earlier, the doctrine of ‘original sin’
was only formulated in the 5th century by Augustine.
This was needed in order to bolster the new role given to
baptism. The church had drifted into an understanding of
baptism that is not supported by scripture and made it into
a ‘sacrament’ that, of itself, imparts salvation and the
immediate removal of the guilt of sin. This new view of
baptism has deceived countless individuals into believing
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they have a guarantee of ‘Eternal Life’ and ‘a ticket to
heaven’, irrespective of their lifestyle.

In the light of previous reasoning, I suggest an
alternative understanding of Romans 5:12-20.
This is a proposed amplified version:

Therefore, sin entered the world through one man, (as a
representative of the human race), and spiritual death
(separation from close communion with God) resulted from that
sin (first breaking of a god-given law).In this same way sin
came to all mankind, because, just like Adam and Eve, all of
us fail to obey the laws of God.  For, before the command from
God was given to Adam, actions classified as ‘wrong’ were
already in the world (in the rest of creation existing close to
Adam). But such ‘wrongdoing’ is not classified as sin and is
not taken into account by God, or held against the wrongdoer,
because there was no God-given commandment to disobey.
Nevertheless, spiritual death reigned from the time of Adam
(as the first man to disobey a God-given command) and
continued right up to the time of Moses (who was the first to
expand the God-given commands). His expansion of the laws
of God increased the guilt of mankind, because all broke these
laws.

Spiritual death reigned since Adam, because he
demonstrated that all mankind would have acted as he did.
Therefore, in effect God withdrew his close and personal
‘Eternal Life’ relationship with mankind, until he could
institute his redemption plan through Jesus. Therefore, all
mankind did suffer the consequences of the sin of Adam and
Eve. They entered a period when Satan had a legal right over
all mankind. This was because they had all joined the rebel
camp and could not be ‘redeemed’, until the time came for the
historical enactment of God’s rescue plan.

The gift of God was different from the sin of Adam. For
Adam’s sin ushered in a long period of spiritual death to
mankind, because God withdrew his close and intimate
communion with them. However, God’s unmerited mercy and
kindness (grace) is shown in that, through one man Jesus,
forgiveness and redemption re-entered the world. Now
mankind can once again obtain close communion with the
Creator. Now, once again, mankind can enter into an Eternal
Life relationship with their Creator.
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Again, the gift of God (through the death of Jesus) is
opposite to the result of the one man’s sin. The judgment of
God, wherein he temporarily withdrew from close communion
with mankind, followed only one man’s sin (actually Adam
and Eve). This was because it was clear from Adam’s failure
that all mankind would act likewise, if put in the same
situation, and because the introduction of sin into mankind,
placed them all automatically within the rebellion camp.
Therefore Satan, as ruler of the rebellion camp, could claim a
legal right over all who sin, and therefore over all of humanity.

By comparison, the act of one man (Jesus) opened up
the way for forgiveness of sin, and reconciliation between God
and mankind. Through the atoning death of Jesus, God
regained a legal right to ‘buy back’ humanity from the
rebellion camp. In other words, as in Adam all mankind
died, so in Christ Jesus, all mankind can become alive.

Personally, I cannot reconcile the doctrine of ‘original
sin’ with biblical passages on the justice of God, and the
existence of physical death right from the dawn of life. To me,
this 5th century addition to the Christian faith and its
associated doctrine of ‘salvation through baptism’, is not
reconcilable with biblical teaching, nor with the beliefs of the
first Christians.

It is helpful to again point out what was lost in the
Garden of Eden and how this loss was regained through
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. Adam and Eve
were called a new or ‘special creation’. Adam was called a
‘son of God’ and both he and Eve enjoyed an ‘Eternal Life
relationship’ with God, through receiving the Holy Spirit into
their lives. This relationship was possible because God
personally taught Adam and Eve the first complex human
language (the proto-language revealed by linguistic studies).
Language formed the basis for further instruction and for the
unique personal relationship between Adam, Eve and their
Creator. This relationship, before they disobeyed, was an
Eternal Life relationship.

When Adam and Eve sinned they ‘died’ on that very
day, not physically but spiritually. Physically they still lived
many years. The meaning of ‘died’ in this context is that they
lost their Eternal Life relationship with God. Through the
Second Adam Jesus, we can re-gain that Eternal Life
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relationship. We still have to die physically, but we never die
spiritually, if we have entered into this Eternal Life
relationship with God.

This is why Jesus could say, “I am the resurrection
and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he
dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die”
(John 11:25). Clearly, those who were living at that time, and
believed in Jesus, still died physically. Jesus is clearly
talking about the Eternal Life that starts here on earth for
believers and continues uninterrupted into eternity.

Paul makes it clear that Adam and Eve were mortal,
just like we are and he ends his 1 Corinthians 15 passage
with the words, I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable
inherit the imperishable.

Clearly Adam and Eve could not inherit immortality
through their physical bodies. It was their Eternal Life
relationship that was their way of attaining to Everlasting
Life. When they lost that Eternal Life relationship, because of
sin, then they were left only with their mortality. They now
still had an eternal spirit within them but, just as in our
case, that spirit has two possible destinations.

So it was that Jesus made a way of ‘redeeming’ us
from the legal right that Satan has over all of humanity.
Those redeemed from Satan, through repentance and faith,
are spoken of as being ‘born again’ by the Spirit of God. They
become a ‘new creation’, ‘sons and daughters of God’, and re-
enter an Eternal Life relationship with their Creator. In other
words Jesus, the Second Adam (1 Corinthians 15:22) has
made a way for us to be fully restored to the same status
as enjoyed by Adam and Eve before they sinned.

Scriptures that speak about this include: Jesus said,
“flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.
You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born
again (John 3:6). Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation, the old has gone, the new has come (2
Corinthians 5:17). The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit
that we are God’s children (Romans 8:14). Jesus said, “I tell
you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who
sent me has Eternal Life and will not be condemned: he has
crossed from death to life” (John 5:24)
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In the final analysis, it does not really matter whether
Adam and Eve were initially mortal or immortal. We all know
that we are most definitely all mortal today and the
Gospel message is directed to us mere mortals. The words
of Jesus ring out loud and clear, Whoever lives and believes
in me will never die. We all, like those who heard these words
of Jesus spoken to them, are destined to die physically,
unless Jesus returns soon. Yes, our mortal Adamic bodies
are destined for corruption, but we have a treasure hidden in
these ‘jars of clay’.

That great treasure is this, God has chosen to make
known among the gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery,
which is Christ in you the hope of Glory (Colossians 1:25). In
Romans 8:14 we read, Those who are led by the Spirit of God
are sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes
you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of
sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba” (Daddy) Father. The
Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s
children. Now, if we are children, then we are heirs – heirs of
God and co-heirs with Christ.

I hope my readers can see that an Eternal Life
relationship with God is not dependant on any baptismal
‘sacrament’ said over us, to remove some ‘original sin’. It
is a gift of God to whoever he chooses to give it. It can be
experienced here and now through repentance and faith in
God. It can also be obtained by any whom Jesus gives it to at
Judgment Day. The scriptures make it very clear that his
judgment will be just and fair.

There is no room within the heart of God for
consigning an infant to hell because of its terrible sinful
guilt! I am convinced that the doctrine of Original Sin is
a negation of the revealed character of God. It is a miss-
interpretation of the Bible.
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Chapter 12

The communion celebration
Unfortunately there have been other changes to early

beliefs of Christianity. For instance, the radical changes
made to our understanding of the ‘communion’ memorial,
that Jesus initiated just before he was crucified. This
amazing ‘communion’ celebration was given by Jesus to
his followers. The breaking of bread and drinking of wine
was to be a reminder of his death for us on the cross and as
a reminder that he is going to return to this Earth in visible
form. He chose ordinary bread and ordinary wine. This was
the daily food of the people of his day. They were items that
every household could afford and obtain easily, no matter
how poor.

Breaking the loaf of bread was a memorial of how his
body was broken by the cruel whipping and the crucifixion.
The grape juice, with its red colour, was a memorial of how
his blood was shed. It is of profound spiritual significance
only in so far as it reminds us of the amazing love of God,
revealed to mankind by the events of Calvary. It becomes
spiritually significant as a result of the heart response of the
individual participant. It is the heart response that turns the
ceremony into a ‘sacrament’, namely something that does
have spiritual meaning and spiritual blessing.

Similarly, it is the heart response that can turn
communion into a negative influence in our lives. We read
that people who celebrate communion, without being in a
right relationship to God, cause themselves harm. This is
because they are being hypocritical, partaking of a memorial
while negating its significance, through hanging onto
unrepented sins. Paul wrote, A man ought to examine himself
before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone
who eats and drinks without recognising (the significance of)
the body of the Lord, eats and drinks judgment on himself.
That is why many of you are weak and sick, and a number of
you have fallen asleep. But if we judged ourselves, we would
not come under judgment (1 Corinthians 11:28-31).

The early Christians celebrated this memorial as
part of a normal meal. Each time they sat down to eat their
daily bread they were reminded of the death of Jesus.



126

However, by the time of the Christian writer Justin in 153
AD, the celebration of the ‘Lord’s supper’ (communion) with
the common meal had ceased (Walker 1959: A history of the
Christian Church). Maybe this was why Christians started to
just give a prayer of thanks at the start of each meal. Initially
this was to give thanks for ‘the death and resurrection of
Jesus’. Over time this became changed to simply giving
thanks for the food.

There are several accounts of how Jesus initiated this
memorial. For a complete understanding we need to compare
the various accounts in the gospels and in Paul’s writings.
Those who look upon the ‘Lord’s supper’ as a ‘sacrament’
sometimes claim that the bread and wine are supernaturally
changed to the actual body and blood of Jesus. Such a view
comes from one possible interpretation of passages in the
Bible. However, to my mind, it is an unacceptable view, due
to the following main considerations:

1. Jesus ate the last meal before his crucifixion, together
with his close followers. He instructed them to eat the
bread and drink the cup as a memorial to his death,
and to remind the disciples that he would not leave
them forever. If the bread and wine had actually been
changed into flesh and blood, then Jesus would have
been eating his own flesh and his own blood!

2. Jesus specifically equates this new memorial with the
Jewish Feast of Passover. This Passover feast was a
commemorative meal to remember God’s deliverance
of the Israelites from bondage in Egypt. In like
manner, Jesus initiates this eating of bread and
drinking of wine as a memorial to his death and the
initiation of a new ‘covenant’, or a new Agreement
between God and man.

3. In the Matthew account, Jesus talks ‘figuratively’
about the bread and wine representing his body and
blood. However, as if to clarify any misunderstanding
he adds, I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of
the vine from now on until that day when I drink it
anew with you in my Father’s kingdom (Matthew
26:29).
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4. In like manner the Mark account adds the same
words, I tell you the truth, I will not drink again of the
fruit of the vine until the day when I drink it anew in
the kingdom of God (Mark 14:25).

5. The Luke account is possibly the clearest, When the
hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.
And he said to them, Í have eagerly desired to eat
this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I
will not eat it again until it finds fulfilment in the
kingdom of God. After taking the cup, he gave thanks
and said, “Take this and divide it among you. For I tell
you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine
until the kingdom of God comes”.
And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave
it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do
this in remembrance of me”.
In the same way, after the supper he took the cup,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
which is poured out for you (Luke 22: 14-20).

6. Some refer to the words of Jesus in John 6:53-63,
where he tells his hearers that, “whoever eats my flesh
and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise
him up at the last day. For my flesh is real food and my
blood is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks
my blood remains in me, and I in him”.
This is clearly not referring to the ‘Last supper’
memorial. The whole context of the passage is that the
words of Jesus are the source of real life. If we accept
these words as God’s words, then this is the ‘spiritual
food’ that leads to spiritual life. In fact, in verse 63 we
read, “The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing.
The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are
life”.

7. In 1 Corinthians 10, Paul reminds Christians not to
take part in pagan ceremonies dedicated to demons.
He says that the Christian memorial ‘communion’
ceremony is partaken of by those who have accepted
the significance of the sacrificial death of Jesus. Such
people cannot then participate in pagan ceremonies
dedicated to the worship of demons. So he writes, Is
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not the cup (of wine) of thanksgiving for which we give
thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not
the bread that we break a participation in the body of
Christ? It is clear from the context that Paul is not
suggesting that the wine and bread become the actual
body and blood of Jesus.

The Apostle Paul further comments on this memorial,
for I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The
Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, this is my
body, which is for you: do this in remembrance of me” In
the same way, after supper he took the cup saying, “This cup
is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink
it, in remembrance of me” For whenever you eat this bread
and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes (1 Corinthians 11:23-26).

Clearly, the understanding of the first Christians
was that this memorial was celebrated around ordinary
daily bread and ordinary daily wine. It was only
meaningful to the celebrants if they used this simple act as a
genuine remembrance and thanksgiving for what Jesus had
achieved for them on the cross. However, some people
changed this emphasis.

In time, ‘church’ structures formulated this simple
memorial into a ‘sacrament’ that could itself impart
supernatural grace from God, and later on it became
essential for salvation. This was later further ‘mystified’ by
claiming that the bread actually changes into the body of
Jesus and the wine changes to his blood. Then, instead of
each and every Christian being encouraged by Jesus to
celebrate this memorial with everyday objects that all could
afford, it now became a ‘sacrament’ that only specially
‘ordained’ people could administer. Furthermore, it became
changed in ways that ensured that mankind has to commit
intellectual suicide in order to accept it.

Once again, the simple truth of the early
Christians became complicated, distorted, mystified and
formulated into ‘sacraments’ and ceremonies.
Furthermore, many great Christians were burnt alive in past
centuries, simply because they would not agree that the
communion bread actually became the body of Jesus Christ.
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How amazing that these great saints were killed by the
‘official’ church!
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Chapter 12

Healing of sickness

When we consider a biblical theology of healing, it
makes an enormous difference if we accept that our mortality
is not the result of Adam and Eve sinning. In other words,
the Big Bang creation and the nature of our Universe were
planned by God to result in people on Earth who were
created mortal. We have already discussed this in earlier
sections of this book.

Our attitude to the origin of physical death will
radically influence our theology of healing from sickness.
This will have a direct implication for our understanding of
the atonement. What did Jesus achieve for us on the cross?

Atonement is a word that implies restitution, or a
way of return to the condition humanity was in before
Adam and Eve sinned. Jesus paid the price for our
forgiveness and restoration to an Eternal Life relationship
with Father God.

Atonement is the divine act of grace whereby God
draws to himself and makes ‘at one’ with him those who were
once alienated from him. Calvary was the place of
reconciliation. Atonement brings forgiveness from sin and
from the consequences of sin.

My understanding is that the death of Jesus, the
second Adam, makes a way of restoration to a state of
sinlessness in the eyes of God, but does not restore us to
physical immortality. This is because neither we nor Adam
and Eve were ever physically immortal. They had an Eternal
Life relationship with God that was lost when they sinned.

Jesus restores us to this relationship. We are also
restored to a state of sinlessness before God, because we are
cleansed and covered with the merit of the blood of Christ.
We do not approach Father God through our own
sinlessness, but because we are covered with the sinless-
ness of Jesus.



132

When we come to discuss whether the healing of
sickness is a part of the atonement, we need to
distinguish the type of sickness or disease we are talking
about. If it is an infirmity of old age then this can be a
natural consequence of our mortality rather than a result of
sin. When we consider broken bones, severed limbs or
injuries due to accident, these may be directly related to
human sin but they could equally be due to earthquakes,
falling trees or other situations that are not the result of
human sin.

I suggest that healing from sicknesses that are due to
human sin, such as physical pains and symptoms that can
result from unforgiveness, anger or stress; in these cases
healing of these sicknesses can be claimed when we come to
the cross in repentance and faith. This repentance and
receiving of the Holy Spirit at our new birth, should lead to
healing from un-forgiveness, anger and stress. This in turn
should lead to healing of sicknesses linked to these sinful
attitudes.

Other sicknesses are directly the result of demonic
oppression or possession. Clearly, in such cases healing is
also promised through the atonement.

We can say that healing of sicknesses, caused by
sinful attitudes and sinful behaviour, and those caused
by demonic activity, are all covered in the atonement.
However, the healing of broken limbs, missing organs, birth
deformities, bacterial and viral diseases such as malaria and
the raising of the dead, falls into another category of healing.

Because we place certain sicknesses and
deformities in a separate category, does not mean that
Jesus cannot heal them. However, because they are not the
direct result of sin and are therefore not automatically
covered by the atonement, healing of these is only brought
about through direct and specific instruction from God.

The words of Jesus tell us that he desires to give his
disciples authority to, Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse
those who have leprosy, drive out demons (Matthew 10:8).
However, it is not correct to assume that all of this is the
birthright of every believer. It is also not specifically said by
Jesus that all of the sick or leprous or dead would be healed.
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Certainly Jesus does intend his disciples to have
authority to command all these miracles. However, I
believe the situations that are not directly linked to human
sinful attitudes or demonic activity, are only healed when it
is the sovereign will and purpose of God to do so. For these
situations it is vital for Christians to first receive
specific ‘words of knowledge’ before praying any prayer
of command for healing. In these cases, if we have not
received specific revelation (words of knowledge) then it is
right to include the words, ‘Nevertheless, your will be done’.

Such sicknesses may also be healed through the
power of God, in the absence of any human intermediary,
when the presence of God is powerfully felt in a gathering of
Christians. In this case the Holy Spirit himself decides who
will be healed on that occasion.

If we fail to take note of the different categories of
pain and sickness then we might find ourselves bringing
the name of the Lord into discredit. For instance, if I enter
a mortuary and start commanding all the dead to rise in
Jesus’ name, this brings discredit to the name of God when
the dead do not come to life. Or if I enter a leper colony in
Africa and command that all be healed in the name of Jesus.
In a real sense such an action goes against the scripture,
You must not put the Lord your God to the test.

We are today witnessing a great increase in the
miraculous demonstrations of the power of God to heal
sicknesses. This is wonderful and exciting.

At the same time many other sick people are not
healed, even when prayed for in situations where all the
biblical conditions seem to have been met. This should lead
us to search the scriptures to see if we have taken into
account all the relevant factors.

When mankind rebelled against the rule of God this
did result in a ‘curse’. Satan now has a legal right to claim
humanity as his, unless redeemed through the merit of the
death of Jesus. This situation has led to an increase in
human sickness due to sinful behaviour patterns. However,
mosquitoes, viruses and other disease causing organisms
were created by God. The Bible clearly states that God has
created everything that has been created.
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Satan’s activity is confined to diverting God’s
creation into paths that were not intended in his ideal
plans for humanity. As a result some organisms have
become diverted from their original function in nature. For
instance, human sex with animals has exposed humanity to
new diseases. Human conflict and stress reduces our natural
immunity and gives Satan open doors into our lives and this
can lead to sickness.

Some theologians remind us that there is no
sickness in heaven and so, they argue, there cannot be any
sickness on Earth in situations where the kingdom of God
operates. For instance, when we enter again into an Eternal
Life relationship with God, through the merit of Jesus Christ
and the indwelling Holy Spirit, we have entered into the
kingdom of God. This is true, in the sense that we have now
acknowledged the kingship of God over our lives and have
the Holy Spirit within us. One definition of the ‘Kingdom of
God’ is any place where God rules.

However, none of us are perfect and so none of us are
totally within the ‘rule of God’. Furthermore, although we
have ‘tasted of’ this kingdom while here on Earth, we
nevertheless still exist within our state of mortality and live
within a humanity subject to viruses, bacteria, genetic
mutations and ultimately to physical death.

Furthermore, scripture tells us that, man is destined
to die once, and after that to face judgment (Hebrews 9:27).
Why do people die? More often than not one of our vital
organs wears out or malfunctions. We cannot expect to be
healed of every infirmity otherwise we are expecting to be
physically immortal! Only God knows when our appointed
time has come to die physically, sometimes when we are
young and sometimes when old.

Scripture promises that a time will come when there
will no longer be any pain, sickness, sorrow or death.
However, this time is still to come. Right now there is no
mortality in heaven but we remain mortal creatures of
dust here on Earth. Paul made it clear that ‘flesh and blood’
cannot inherit immortality, unless given transformed and
supernatural bodies. This will only happen when we go to be
with God in the heavenly dimension.
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It is therefore wrong to use the argument that there is
no sickness in heaven, as a reason why we can claim healing
for all diseases here and now. Physical healing is only
experienced here and now according to the will and purposes
of God. He has many agendas unknown to us. He has our
eternal wellbeing as a priority.

Practical experiences of many Christians and
biblical examples, show that he does not always heal every
disease or deformity or injury, even in the greatest of saints
with the strongest of faith.

We believe that God knows what he is doing. Just like
Paul, after we have ‘pleaded’ with the Lord to heal our
particular sickness, God may let us know that ‘his grace is
sufficient for us’ and that he knows that our spiritual
effectiveness will be greater if we remain in humble
acceptance of the trials and tribulations of life. In a real
sense ‘sharing in his sufferings’ without loosing our faith,
gains great victories in the spiritual dimension.

We have already discussed that not all sickness or
physical imperfection is the result of sin. Jesus commented
on this when healing the man born blind. He was asked
whose sin caused this. He replied, “Neither this man nor his
parents sinned” said Jesus. “but this happened so that the
work of God might be displayed in his life” (John 9:3).

So, what is a theology of healing that is in
harmony with the following realities.

1. We are physical creatures who are mortal.
2. Physical death did not result from the sin of Adam

and Eve. We were created mortal but lost our
Eternal Life relationship with God when sin
entered the world.

3. We live in a world that God himself has ordained to
be subject to pain and death.

4. Some sickness and disease is the direct result of
the sin of the sufferer, such as those caused by
sinful attitudes of unforgiveness, anger or stress.

5. Many other diseases and sicknesses are not related
to the sin of the sufferer.

6. Some sicknesses and disease are the result of
demonic oppression or possession or because the
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sufferer has given Satan an ‘open door’ into their
lives, due to a sinful action or attitude.

7. Jesus walked this Earth and healed the sick and
the deformed, and he cast out demons and raised
some of the dead.

8. Jesus gave his disciples authority to heal the same
sorts of diseases as he healed and to cast out
demons and to raise some of the dead.

9. This healing was to be enabled ‘In and through the
authority and power of the name of Jesus’.

10. After the resurrection and ascension of Jesus, his
followers did heal the sick and cast out demons.

11. It is the experience of great Christian that many
who are prayed for are not healed. Many of these
‘healers’ themselves died from cancer or other
disease.

12. It is also the experience of those with the God
given gift of healing, that on some occasions prayer
for a specific type of problem, such as deafness,
results in spectacular healings, but at other times
the same ‘healers’ pray for deafness but without
result.

13. At other times many who are prayed for are
instantly and miraculously healed.

14. The Bible gives cases where some leading men of
God were not healed of diseases.

15. Most cases of healing are in a context of
evangelism, taking the Gospel message into new
territory.

16. In the ministry of Jesus on Earth, he only did
what he ‘saw’ his Father doing. In other words, he
only acted after he heard how and when and where
to act.

17. When we pray in the ‘name of Jesus’ we have to
pray as his representative. We are ‘ambassadors
for Christ’. An ambassador only says what he is
instructed to say.

18. The ‘prayer of faith’ is more than just believing
with strong faith that God can heal. It is a prayer
that follows on from instructions. A ‘prayer of faith’
is acting on the initiatives of God.
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19. The greatest healings follow on from ‘words of
knowledge’. This is because the ‘healer’ is hearing
what Father wants to do in this situation.

20. Other great healings take place when God and his
glory are powerfully present in a place. Many
people then get healed without any human
intermediary praying for them or laying hands on
them. For instance, when the shadow of Peter fell
on the sick.

21. Normally the fewest healings take place when all
the sick are lined up and the Christian commands
healing in Jesus’ name for each and every person
in the line. In such cases the person praying for
the sick often has no word of knowledge and
cannot know whether or not it is Fathers intention
to heal.

22. We are told, via the example of the temptation of
Jesus, that we must not put the Lord our God to the
test. When we command something in the
authority of the name of Jesus, we must make
sure we heard very clearly from the Lord, otherwise
we are in fact ‘putting the Lord our God to the test’.

23. During the ministry of Jesus, not every sick
person in Israel was healed and not every dead was
raised. We have the example of when he went to
the Pool of Bethesda. There were always many sick
waiting at the pool, but Jesus only healed the one.

24. Many Christians and other people are healed
through the miracles of modern medicine. Where
would any of us be without x-rays, anaesthetics,
medicines and medical skills?

25. Before Adam and Eve sinned, God told them to be
fruitful and multiply and ‘subdue’ the Earth. What
had to subdued? The development of modern
medicine can fit into this process of ‘subduing’.
Modern medicine is part of God’s healing plan.

Christians involved in ‘healing ministries’ have
taken various viewpoints on how to reconcile these many
realities of experience with the scriptures. I am only
talking about those Christians who acknowledge that God
still heals today.
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As already mentioned, one commonly proclaimed
interpretation of healing theology, states that all healing is
part of the Atonement. In other words, just as Calvary
ensures that our sins are forgiven through what Jesus
achieved on the cross, in like manner our healing has been
achieved at Calvary. Therefore it is the ‘birth right’ of all
Christians to be healed of all their sicknesses.

John Wimber, in his 1986 book ‘Power healing’, points
out that Christians have a variety of viewpoints on healing,
all based in scripture. He quotes some who do not accept
that we should expect 100 percent healing here on Earth.
Those who do claim this blanket healing, base it on the
conclusion that ‘physical healing is in the atonement’ and on
the understanding that all physical death and sickness are a
direct result of the sin of Adam and Eve (the ‘fall’) However,
even within this theological persuasion, not all believe that
healing is automatic or immediate.

For instance, Wimber quotes Donald Gee, We have
erred by refusing any place in our doctrine, or at least a very
insufficient place, for the sovereign will of God. To ask for
divine healing without any accompanying ‘nevertheless not
my will but thine be done’ seems to pose an attitude out of
keeping with every other right attitude we take in prayer…We
make our own problems because the Almighty does not
always do what we, in our haste or our imperfect ideas, think
he aught to do.

Amongst healers who believe that healing is not an
automatic consequence of the atonement, is J. Sidlow
Baxter. Wimber quotes him, This conclusion is supported at
once by the fact that forgiveness of sins and cleansing from
guilt are offered through the cross freely and certainly and at
the present moment to all who sincerely believe, whereas
healing for all our infirmities and sicknesses is not offered
freely and certainly at present to all who believe. Not one of
those who have believed for forgiveness and cleansing
has ever been denied, but thousands and thousands who
have believed for physical healing have been denied.

When healing is ‘commanded’ but does not take place,
this is sometimes blamed on a lack of faith or some
unforgiven sin or other failure on the part of the sufferer or
the practitioner of healing. This can lead to guilt,
condemnation and anger.
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We need to honestly face up to these realities and
ask ourselves whether our theology of healing is actually
taking into account the whole of scripture. My approach
to this subject is to look again at the biblical basis for any
theology of healing.

We find that the Old Testament passage of Isaiah 53 is
the most often quoted authority by those who advocate that
all sickness has already been taken away from Christians. As
a result they only have to claim their healing in order to
receive it. The words most quoted are ‘by his wounds we are
healed’.

According to one particular interpretation of Isaiah
53, it may seem to follow that the death of Jesus on the cross
gives us guaranteed healing of sickness. This is if forgiveness
of sins and physical healing are both placed in the same
category. It is argued that, since Jesus gained us automatic
forgiveness from sins he must have gained for us automatic
healing from diseases.

Regarding the advances in medicine, we need to
acknowledge that these are part of God’s mandate to
humanity. In Genesis, even before Adam and Eve sinned,
God said, Be fruitful and increase in numbers; fill the earth
and subdue it (Genesis 1:28). We may well ask what had to
be ‘subdued’? I suggest it was everything that adversely
affected our God-ordained mortality.

Furthermore, God gave instructions to mankind to
‘rule’ over the Earth. Because we are made in God’s image,
we have intellect and creativity, amongst other
characteristics. God intended us to use these abilities as part
of the process of ‘subduing’ the Earth. Medical discoveries
are part of God’s mandate to mankind. It is therefore not
surprising that many Christians, and other people, are often
healed from sickness through this God-ordained channel of
healing. In such situations we, as Christians, still believe in
prayer for the sick. God sometimes answers our prayers
through supporting and speeding up the healing that is
mediated through modern medicine and medical discoveries.

There are many examples of modern medicine being
used by God to heal sickness. For instance the leprosy that
has been a curse of mankind for centuries. This was healed
through medical research and most of this was by Christian
doctors. Clearly, the doctors who dedicated their lives to
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finding a cure to this disease were in fact part of God’s
commission ‘to heal the lepers’.

Personally I am totally convinced that God heals
today, both through modern medical science and
through totally supernatural interventions of God.
Furthermore, the authority for that supernatural healing
comes through what Jesus achieved on Calvary. He clearly
has the authority to heal all and every disease and deformity
and to raise the dead.

However, there is a big difference between
acknowledging the power and authority of Jesus to heal,
compared with the claim that it is the ‘birth right’ of all
Christians to be healed while here on Earth, or the right of
Christians to command healing in others in every situation.

We have already said that the theology that ‘All
Christians can claim their healing as part of the atonement’,
is largely based on the Old Testament passage of Isaiah 53.
This whole Isaiah passage is certainly speaking very
powerfully about the crucifixion of Jesus. However, the main
emphasis is on, But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought
us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.

Some Bible commentaries point out that these words,
referring to ‘healed’, are most probably equivalent to saying
that we are ‘healed from the consequences of sin’, meaning
that we can be forgiven and re-gain an Eternal Life
relationship with God. For instance, the NIV study Bible
notes that it is probably not correct to imply that the wounds
of Jesus automatically heal all sickness, in those who accept
Jesus into their lives as saviour and Lord. The commentary
states, Healed here probably is equivalent to “forgiven”.

This understanding of, by his wounds we are healed,
is further reinforced in 1 Peter 2:24, He himself bore our sins
in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live
for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.
For we are like sheep going astray, but now you have
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. Here
Peter is clearly relating these highlighted words, quoted from
the Isaiah 53 passage, to forgiveness from sins, not physical
healing. He is saying that we have been ‘healed’ from going
astray.
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However, in Matthew 8:16-17 we read, When evening
came, many who were demon possessed were brought to him,
and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed the sick.
This was to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet
Isaiah: ‘He took up our infirmities and carried our
diseases’.

One major theme in Matthew’s Gospel is to persuade
Jews that Jesus was their Messiah. For this reason he points
out that the physical healings performed by Jesus are a
further demonstration that he is the Messiah, because the
Jews knew the prophecies that said that the coming Messiah
would ‘heal the deaf and open the eyes of the blind’.

It is of note that Matthew does not quote, by his
wounds we are healed. He chooses the other part of Isaiah
53 that can equally mean that he ‘has authority over all
diseases’. This is not the same as claiming that it is a right of
all Christians to receive physical healing.

It is doubtful that we can use this Matthew passage to
support the view that the death of Jesus ensures that no
Christian should be sick. The Isaiah passage actually says
that Jesus fully identified with our human situation of sin,
pain, hunger, tiredness and sickness. This was part of his
qualification to be our substitute ‘redeemer’. He was fully
man and he suffered in every way as we do (Hebrews 2:17-
18). Furthermore, his authority over sickness demonstrated
to all that he was indeed the promised Messiah.

The application of Isaiah 53 to ‘automatic’ or
‘guaranteed’ healing, through the sufferings of Jesus, fails to
take into account that we are mortal and destined to die
physically. It also fails to take into account that physical
death was appointed by God for all life on Earth. The death
of Jesus opened for us the way to Eternal Life, but this is
not eternal physical life. We are promised that ultimately
we will receive a new ‘Timeless Dimension’ body like that of
the risen Christ, not an eternal continuation of our physical
bodies.

Because here on Earth we are mortal creatures, we
are exposed to things that impact upon our mortality, such
as viruses, parasites and other sicknesses. Just as Jesus
did not promise immortality in our physical bodies, in
like manner he did not promise us healing from sickness
in every situation.
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Once a Christian understands that God created life on
Earth to be mortal, then it is easier to understand that the
death of Jesus does not mean a restoration to physical
immortality. God is not concerned with our physical bodies
becoming immortal. He is primarily concerned with restoring
to us what was lost in the Garden of Eden, namely that
Eternal Life relationship with our Creator.

In the light of our mortality and several important
scriptures, I personally believe that the often quoted
reference to Isaiah 53, as our basis for commanding
physical healing, is incorrect. Calvary does not guarantee us
this physical healing, but it does clearly demonstrate that
Jesus has the authority and the power to heal all and any
physical ailments, in addition to the authority and ability to
forgive sins and the ability and authority to give Eternal Life.
He has authority to do all these things, but God has laid
down the rules that apply to us receiving each aspect of
the inheritance we have in Christ.

These rules are discovered primarily in the New
Testament, not in Isaiah 53. The rules for forgiveness and
receiving Eternal Life, are repentance and faith. The rules for
receiving physical healing are different. If God decides to heal
our sickness, this is certainly achieved by his authority and
his power, but other factors relating to our physical mortality
and the battle between God and Satan, do determine
whether our physical health is the most important issue.

We need to look at some biblical reasons why God
does not always heal our physical bodies.

To mention some of the biblical references, we can
consider the Old Testament character called Job and his
sufferings, including pains and sores. If someone had
‘commanded’ his healing it would not have been ‘God’s will’
at that time. It was only later, after a spiritual contest had
run its course, that we read how God then healed Job.

We read of Elisha, who had been instrumental in
many great miracles, Now Elisha was suffering from the
illness from which he died (2 Kings 13:14).

In the New Testament we read about Paul’s ‘Thorn in
the flesh’. He writes, Three times I pleaded with the Lord to
take it away from me. But he said to me, “my grace is
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sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:8-9). Note that Paul ‘pleaded’
with the Lord; he did not command the ‘thorn’ to go.

Some have suggested that Paul’s ‘thorn’ was not a
sickness. This is hard to justify in the light of his comments
in the book of Galatians, Even though my illness was a trial
to you, you did not treat me with contempt or scorn… if you
could have done so, you would have torn out your eyes and
given them to me (Galatians 4:13-15).

From this it seems that the illness involved Paul’s
eyes. Furthermore, it seems that he never fully recovered
from this eye problem and usually used a scribe to write for
him what he dictated. Only occasionally he added a few
words in his own writing. For instance, See what large letters
I use as I write to you with my own hand (Galatians 6:11). In
the light of these scriptures it is most likely that Paul’s ‘thorn
in the flesh’ was a continuing problem with his sight.

We might well ask why God did not restore Paul’s
eyesight so that he could write his letters himself. Even if his
‘thorn in the flesh’ was not a sickness, his bad eyesight
certainly was!

Other Christians suffered health problems that were
not supernaturally cured. For instance Paul wrote to
Timothy, Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine
because of your stomach and your frequent illnesses
(1Timothy 5:23). Clearly Timothy had frequent sickness that
was not cured supernaturally and so Paul suggests a
practical means that might help.

Paul also writes, Erastus stayed in Corinth, and I left
Trophimus sick in Miletus (2 Timothy 4:20). It is unreasonable
to assume that Paul did not pray for healing of Trophimus
and so we may ask why he was not healed.

By far the greatest biblical emphasis, relating to
physical healing, is that it is a sovereign act of God and
Christians need to follow the example of Jesus. We read
that he only did what he ‘saw’ his Father doing. He followed
the insights and motivations that came to him from Father
God. For Christians to effectively pray for the sick, they need
to develop their ‘hearing capacity’ and ask God for an
understanding of what to pray for in each individual
situation.
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Yes, I firmly believe that God does heal today and
these healings are sometimes dramatically greater than
merely psychological, and include anatomical
remoulding and raising of the dead. However, God does
not obey our commands, unless they are within his
sovereign decision to heal. When he does not heal, we have
to trust that he has bigger eternal agendas and his greatest
concern for each one of us is our Eternal Life destiny and our
faith and character preparation for this destiny.

We also need to take seriously the example of Jesus
when he was tempted by the Devil in the wilderness. The
Devil quoted scriptures from the Bible, but at one point
Jesus answered, It is written ‘You must not put the Lord your
God to the test’. When we command healing, in
circumstances where we have not clearly heard from God,
then we are actually ‘putting the Lord God to the test’.

The only specific New Testament instruction relating
to healing the sick, is found in the book of James chapter
5:14-16. I believe that this scripture should be studied in
detail, as the basis for all teaching relating to healing.
Furthermore, this scripture should be read in the light of the
other biblical passages. This will provide a more
comprehensive and balanced view of healing.

We need to study what is meant by ‘The prayer of
faith’. One aspect of this is to really believe that God can
heal. In addition, the ‘prayer of faith’ is an action or prayer
performed ‘in faith’. This means that we are praying what
Jesus wants us to pray. This is only truly ‘in the name of
Jesus’, if it is in response to an initiative from God. Faith, is
ideally ‘acting on the initiatives of God’.

This instruction in James also links healing with other
things, in addition to prayer. Is any one of you sick? He
should call the elders of the church to pray over him and
anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer
offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will
raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore
confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful
and effective (James 5:14-16).
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We should note the following:
1. This instruction was for Christians who are sick.
2. The elders (plural) should be called.
3. They should anoint with oil.
4. The effective prayer is one offered ‘in faith’.
5. If raised up he/she will be forgiven. This may imply

that part of the reason for the sickness is un-
confessed sin.

6. Part of the forgiveness process is the confession of sin
to others.

7. It is the prayer of a ‘righteous man’ that is powerful
and effective. Here the emphasis is on a right
relationship with God. This is probably more than the
righteousness imparted to us at conversion. It is a
close relationship that includes ‘hearing’ from the Lord
what to pray for.

Olive oil was one of the best known ancient medicines
(see also Isaiah 1:6 and Luke 10:34). Some commentaries
believe that James may be using the term medicinally in this
passage. Others regard its use here as an aid to faith, as an
outward sign of the healing to be brought about by God, in
response to ‘prayer offered in faith’.

The use of medication, in addition to prayer, is
illustrated in Paul’s letter to Timothy. We have already noted
that Paul recommends a practical and medicinal solution,
namely, Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine
because of your stomach and your frequent illnesses (1
Timothy 5:23).

In addition to possible references to medication, the
use of oil can also be a symbol of the Holy Spirit. By
‘anointing’ the head of a sick person we are reminding
ourselves that healing only comes from God.

Another example of healing, that involved medication,
is in the Old Testament. When King Hezekiah was sick and
dying the prophet Isaiah was sent by God to tell him he
would die. However, because of Hezekiah’s tears the Lord
relented and sent Isaiah back with a message that he would
be granted a further 15 years by God. We read, Then Isaiah
said, “Prepare a poultice of figs” They did so and applied it to
the boil, and he recovered. (2 Kings 20:7).
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The instruction given in James is specifically given for
Christians. Incidences of healing described in the book of
Acts, apparently did not require any prior repentance
and acceptance of Jesus as Lord. These cases were mainly
proclamations of the authority of the name of Jesus, in
situations where people were not yet Christians. They were
part of an evangelistic outreach.

It is important to study how and when Jesus healed.
Wimber quotes a study done by Michael Flynn, presented to
the Anheim Vineyard Christian Fellowship. He studied 26
cases in scripture of healing the chronically ill. He found that
nearly all took place in ‘evangelistic settings’.

A frequently heard comment, amongst Christians who
pray for the sick, is that more non-Christians are healed
than Christians. Even today, most healings take place in
situations where the Gospel is being preached for the first
time or where spiritual strongholds of darkness are being
challenged. This was the pattern in the Book of Acts but also
throughout the history of Christian missions.

Signs and wonders are instruments of God to proclaim
the Kingdom of Heaven. Where the kingdom of God (the rule
and presence of God) is present in powerful ways, such as
during revivals, far more signs and wonders take place. In
situations where the awesome presence of God is almost
touchable (described by many as a weight of glory that can
be felt) then many people get healed without anyone praying
for them.

We read of this happening in the first church at
Jerusalem. Even Peter’s shadow passing over the sick led to
healings. Later in Acts, we read how handkerchiefs touched
by Paul led to healings. These amazing events were the direct
result of the ‘tangible presence of God’. Such a presence is
not always experienced. It happens when God’s people seek
him with ALL THEIR HEART.

However, even when we are in a close relationship
with God, I believe we cannot claim automatic healing for
everyone we pray for. It is essential to ‘hear’ what God wants
to do in each situation.

So, we may well ask; Why does God not always
heal, even when faith and motives seem to be ideal?
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We do not know the mind of God but he does reveal
things to us through the scriptures. This enables us to
obtain a measure of understanding. In addition, God is
speaking to us from ‘The heavens declare’, namely his voice
that it being greatly amplified through the discoveries of
science. What is this voice saying about healing? I have
already discussed this, but it needs emphasis because it
requires a major shift in Christian thinking about
supernatural healing.

This voice of God from science is telling us what is
actually also there in the scriptures, but we have failed to
notice it. This ‘voice’ is saying to us that our mortality is
not the result of human sin. Therefore, it is only some
types of pain and sickness that can be healed as a direct
result of the atonement.

As mentioned earlier, it is the experience of many
great ‘healers’ who have been channels through whom God
has brought healing of sickness, injuries, deformities, and
even raising the dead, that not everyone who is prayed for
receives healing. In fact usually the majority of those prayed
for are not healed. Furthermore, many who were used greatly
to heal others nevertheless ultimately died themselves from
sickness.

Let us assume that we have reached a place in our
Christian walk where we are hearing from the Lord. When we
are faced with a sick person, can we assume that God wants
to heal? Is our listening merely so as to find out how we
must pray for the healing? Or will God sometimes say, “This
one is not going to be physically healed because I am busy in
their lives in other ways?”

We may well ask what ‘other agenda’ God may be
working out in the life of someone suffering from sickness or
disability, or in the lives of those tasked with caring for the
sick? The following are some possible factors that should
be considered.

1. To keep us from worse things

James wrote, When you ask, you do not receive,
because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend
what you get on your pleasures (James 4:3). God alone
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knows the heart of each sufferer. Could it be that for some
people the challenge of sickness humbles them and keeps
them from sin? Maybe he knows that some people, even if
they do not know it themselves, would drift into serious sin if
they are healed.

Since the Lord has the best interests of us all at heart,
he may look at the eternal consequences of every situation. If
he sees that sickness will lead to spiritual blessing in this
life, and more importantly, to eternal treasures in heaven,
then he may withhold physical healing from the sufferer.

2. As part of a redemptive process

Peter expressed this thought in the following way,
Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves
also with the same attitude, because he who has suffered in
his body is done with sin. As a result, he does not live the rest
of his earthly life for evil human desires, but rather for the will
of God (1 Peter 4:1-2).

Redemptive sickness should also be looked at in the
light of at least three main considerations:

1. Jesus said that no man comes to the Father unless he
is drawn by God.

2. Jesus promised that our prayers, within the context of
his will, are answered.

3. Jesus said that it is not God’s will that any should
perish.

In other words, if we pray for our children or
someone known to us, and ask the Lord to bring them to
repentance and faith (salvation), we know that this
prayer is within the stated will of God. We can therefore
stand on the promise that he will answer our prayer.
Therefore, God in his grace and mercy starts a process of
drawing the one prayed for.

At first he may use gentle means of persuasion.
However, if the sinner continues in rebellion, God may allow
drastic circumstances into their lives, so as to get their
attention. This could involve allowing sickness into their
lives. In some cases the person only turns to the Lord on
his/her death bed.

There are scriptural examples that include God
allowing sickness for specific reasons. For instance, the
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sufferings of Job, the judgment of leprosy on Elisha’s
servant, or the plagues that swept through the Israelite camp
when they sinned. These cases of sickness can be as
punishment, but more often they are related to redemptive
purposes. Paul’s ‘thorn in the flesh’ can be looked at as being
‘redemptive’, because it kept him humble and relying more
on God.

3. To enter into the ‘fellowship of his sufferings’

Paul wrote, I want to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings,
becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to
the resurrection from the dead (Philippians 3:10-11).

Paul also wrote, Therefore I will boast all the more
gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest
on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses,
in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For
when I am weak, then I am strong (2 Corinthians 12: 9-10).

Are we entitled to exclude sickness from this list of
‘weaknesses, hardships and difficulties’? I do not think so,
because of biblical cases where great men of faith suffered
sickness.

Paul was ready and willing to suffer all things rather
than deny the Lord in whom he believed. People with this
attitude have the same sort of attitude needed by the
martyrs. When Christians stand firm in their faith, no matter
what hardship God allows into their lives, this leads to great
victories in the spiritual dimension.

That is probably why missionaries, when entering
lands where the Gospel has never been preached, often
struggle to gain a foothold. However, the breakthroughs
come once Christians are martyred or suffer great hardship
with a ‘martyr spirit’. We do not wrestle against mere flesh
and blood, but against spiritual forces in heavenly places.

Sometimes our commitment is tested by sickness,
even long-term sickness. Such was Paul’s ‘thorn in the flesh’.
The reason for it is described by Paul himself, But he said to
me, my grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians 12: 8-9).
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4. Winning battles for God

Christians are caught up in this cosmic battle between
God and Satan, between good and evil. For this reason, as
we become more useful to God, so we experience more
attacks from the enemy. Each time a Christian suffers
attack, God weighs up the situation and decides on the
action that will best serve the Kingdom, and best serve the
spiritual growth of his child.

For this reason the Lord may decide on a number of
possible options, such as:

1. Allow suffering and hardship in order to refine our
character.

2. Allow it to draw us closer to him.
3. Allow it to keep us from worse harm. God alone knows

whether healing will be for our spiritual good, or
whether we will then wander away from the Lord and
commit harm to ourselves or to others.

4. Allow it to test our willingness to be faithful under
trials and persecutions.

5. Allow it as part of the cosmic battle between God and
Satan (e.g. Job).

6. He may decide to heal instantly and supernaturally.
7. He may decide to heal through medical knowledge of

doctors.
8. He may decide to heal by exposing the root cause and

using healing methods, such as bringing the sick
person to repentance or into forgiveness of others.

In Conclusion

For us to have the right to speak ‘in the name of
Jesus’ and to be a channel of God’s healing power, we have
to be in a relationship where we hear his voice in each
situation. In addition, there must not be any known sin in
our lives and no unconfessed sin, If I cherished iniquity in my
heart the Lord would not have listened (Psalm 66: 18).

More than this, we need to be in that relationship
described by Jesus in his discourse on the vine and its
branches. We have to be in a relationship of obedience and
closeness to the source of all our spiritual life and spiritual
authority.
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Part of this right relationship is a spirit of humility.
God does not share his glory with others. If we pray for
healing, so as to be praised by man as a great healer, or to
bring in money, or to bring fame to our church, or to our
healing room, then our motives are wrong. We should pray
for healing out of compassion and with the sincere desire to
bring glory to the name above all names.

MacNutt (1974) in his book on healing, suggests two
basic ways of praying for healing. Each is perfectly valid but
one is deeper and better than the other, yet it cannot be
forced, for it is a gift from God.
First way: For ordinary Christians in ordinary
circumstances, the prayer of healing is ‘a prayer of petition’,
asking the Father to heal the person in the name of Jesus
Christ, but allowing for, nevertheless, your will be done.
Second way: For the person with the ‘gift of healing’, at
those times when he is truly inspired by a ‘word of
knowledge’, then the prayer is more like a ‘prayer of
command’. “Be healed in Jesus’ name”.

Once we have taken note of all the circumstances in a
sick persons life, and have heard from the Lord what to pray
for, then another vital ingredient is faith. On many occasions
Jesus healed people and then commented “Your faith has
made you whole”.

For those of us who want to pray for the sick, it is vital
that our faith becomes stronger. This happens as we spend
time with the Lord and in his Word. It also happens
progressively, as we pray for the sick and see healing taking
place.

However, it is important to know that faith is not
the only factor. We need to take into account all the
other factors listed earlier in this section on healing and
probably other factors not covered in this chapter.

This understanding that physical death is not the
result of Adam and Eve sinning, nor is it the result of the
‘curse’, provides Christians with an explanation for why God
does not heal every Christian of every sickness in every
situation.
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Chapter 13

A GOD OF LOVE?
Love and hate are two closely related human

emotions. We love our children but hate things that harm
them. These two emotions are an essential part of a balanced
life. The Bible says that we are made in the image of God and
I believe this means that our abilities, such as creativity, self-
awareness, sense of morality, appreciation of beauty, the
ability to love and hate and more, are all reflections of God’s
character.

The Bible clearly portrays God as loving, merciful
and just. At the same time he is portrayed as a God of
judgment and anger and he is even described as a warrior
who destroys his enemies.

When we look at nature, we find that God has created
a world with pain and death. In fact pain is a vital part of life
because it warns us of danger. If we had no pain sensors in
our bodies we would not know if we were in the fire or close
to other sorts of danger.

The history of life shows that many creatures
flourished at one time, but then passed into extinction. They
served an ecological purpose for a time, as part of the
‘balance of nature’, but as the earth changed some of these
no longer served their original purpose.

We also live in a world that has ‘natural’ events that
cause many deaths. The normal functioning of geology
results in periodic earthquakes and natural variations in
climate can lead to tornadoes and floods. These are all part
of the world that God has brought into existence. Some of
these disasters are man made, but others seem to be the
inevitable result of the laws of this Universe. Those caught
up in such events will often cry out “Why does God allow it?”

When we see the devastations caused by earthquakes,
tsunamis, meteors and other natural events, we need to
realise that these are indeed an inevitable part of the way
this Universe operates. I have suggested that maybe God
realised there was no other way for this Universe to operate.
There was no alternative option.  Nevertheless, he went
ahead with initiating the Big Bang, because there were vital
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goals he needed to achieve. One of these goals was to create
a people who choose to follow him out of a free will choice.
This is vital for his eternal plans and purposes.

The Bible makes it clear that God planned humanity
before the foundation of the earth. His greater plans
presumably included the foreknowledge that some of his
created angels, whom he created immortal, would actually
rebel. His plans included the knowledge that humanity
would be drawn into this rebellion and that the ‘fallen angels’
would establish themselves on planet Earth.

The Bible calls Satan the ‘Prince of this world’ and the
great deceiver of humanity. The temptation of Jesus,
recorded in the Bible, says that Satan had the authority to
give Jesus all the kingdoms of this world, if only he would
bow down and worship him. The Bible book of Job makes it
clear that Satan sometimes brings about natural disasters,
by manipulating the laws of nature that were created by God.
The biblical message is that we live in a world that is a battle
ground between good and evil, between God and Satan.
Much of what happens in this world is the result of this
cosmic battle.

Does this mean that God is not in control of this
world? The Gospel message is that God had to take drastic
measures, in order to rescue humanity from the clutches of
Satan and his rebellious angels. It cost God to become a
mortal creature and die as a mortal and in this way to open
up an escape route. As the Bible says, he bought us back
(redeemed us) with a great price. But the battle continues,
even though we know that the ultimate victory is assured.

The short answer to natural disasters is that such
events are inevitable in a Universe such as ours. God
allows them to run their course, although he does at times
intervene to protect his followers from harm. Our individual
‘times’ and destinies are in his hand. However, for each of us
a time must come when we must die physically.

Are there any positive results from such catastrophes?
It is of course true that human nature tends to ignore God
when all goes well. A God who considers our Eternal destiny
as more important than any earthly event, may well gain
more from such events than we realise. They cause us to
take our mortality seriously. They can and often do drive us
to our knees. They give us opportunities to reach out to
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others with compassion and this in itself builds character
and brings out a surge of good actions, kindness and
generosity.

It has been said that God is not so much interested
in our comfort as our character. It is our character and
how we learn to deal with events and difficulties, that is
of great importance for the Timeless Dimension, to
which all of us are headed. So, it is wise not attempt to
judge God until we have experienced our ultimate eternal
destiny.

The Bible clearly portrays God as showing great
love towards humanity. In the Old Testament we have
passages such as, If you pay attention to these laws and are
careful to follow them, then the Lord your God will keep his
covenant of love with you, as he swore to your forefathers. He
will love you and bless you and increase your numbers. He
will bless the fruit of your womb, the crops of your land – your
grain, new wine and oil – the calves of your flocks in the land
that he swore to your forefathers to give you (Deuteronomy
7:12-13).

In the New Testament, we have passages such as the
words of Jesus in John 3:16, for God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
to save the world through him.

Some people may ask; is the love of God
conditional or unconditional? Passages such as John 3:16
show that God does unconditionally love the world and
desires good for all mankind. However, the application of this
love to individual human lives is conditional.

Many passages in the Old Testament link
obedience with blessings from God. Rejection of him and
his laws leads to his withholding the practical application of
his love (blessings), yet he still tries to draw us back to
himself, even through the adverse times. His ceaseless efforts
to draw us back to himself, shows us that many of the
adverse events are in fact allowed because of his love for us
and his concern for our ultimate destiny. Even in the midst
of judgments we see the operation of his love. He still loves
me but not always what I do.
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In the New Testament, a sign of love is forgiveness.
Jesus said, “For if you forgive men when they sin against you,
your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not
forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins”
(Matthew 6:14-15).

Jesus said, “As the Father has loved me, so have I
loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have
obeyed my Fathers commands and remain in his love” (John
15:9-10). There are many Bible passages emphasising that
God is loving, merciful, patient and forgiving towards all who
turn to him in repentance and faith.

At the same time, there are serious warnings about
the consequences of ignoring him or turning against him.
Jesus said, “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the
gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and
many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the
road that leads to life, and only a few find it”. (Matthew 7: 13-
14).

We will note in the next chapter on The God of justice,
that he does take into account all ‘extenuating
circumstances’. We will be judged according to what we
have done, but what we have done will be judged in the light
of what we knew we should have done. The Bible is clear that
we will all face a Judgment Day. Furthermore, an all
knowing God will not be like an earthly Judge. He can read
the thoughts and motivations of the human heart and there
will not be any chance of bluffing our way out of awkward
realities!

It is Judgment Day that will finally reveal to
mankind the justice of God, but also his mercy and his
love. However, it does make sense to try and discover more
about the character of our future judge. It does make sense
to discover what he says about major issues, not to rely on
what we feel that his attitude should be!

To my way of thinking, God’s offer of an eternal
destiny in his presence, is such an amazing offer to a
creature of dust and mortality, that I will grasp hold of it,
even if I cannot understand all the issues. What an amazing
offer, given to a puny creature of flesh and blood and
mortality! We really do have this invitation to ‘reach up and
grasp the infinite and real’. This is a pearl of great price.
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This is the treasure hidden in a field that Jesus spoke
about, “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a
field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy
went and sold all he had and bought that field”. (Matthew
13:44)

The challenge to us puny creatures of flesh and
blood, is to step in line with God’s eternal plans. If we do
this, we discover a God of love and blessing. If we choose
to reject his best plans for our lives, we are in danger of
failing to experience the love that he is always ready and
willing to show towards us, if we turn to him.

The greatest demonstration of the love of God is the
death of Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary. Once we
accept the credentials of Jesus – that he really was whom he
claimed to be – in reality God become man, then his death
on a cross is the ultimate demonstration of the love of
God. We read that this event was planned in the mind of God
from before the world was made. Jesus knew in minute
detail what faced him when he was arrested. The thought of
the coming crucifixion caused him to sweat great drops of
blood. He could have escaped, but chose to go through with
the mockery, the beating with the Roman whip designed to
tear the flesh and the agony of the cruellest death invented
by the human mind.

Why did Jesus endure the cross with all its pain and
shame? He knew it was the only way to snatch humanity
back from the dominion of Satan. The cross is the ultimate
demonstration of the words of Jesus when he said, “For God
SO LOVED the world that he gave his only son…”

No wonder that John the apostle wrote, Whoever does
not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how
God showed his love amongst us: he sent his one and
only ‘begotten’ Son into the world that we might live
through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but
that he loved us and sent his son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins (1 John 4:8-10).

The love of God towards humanity is continuous and
unconditionally available. However, the application of that
love to each individual requires that we turn to him and ask
him for forgiveness. At that moment, the ever-present love of
God becomes personally available to us.
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The love of God towards humanity was
dramatically illustrated by Jesus in the parable of the
Prodigal son’. We read, “There was a man who had two
sons. The younger one said to his father. ‘Father, give me my
share of the estate’. So he divided his property between them.
Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set
off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in
wild living. After he had spent everything, there was a severe
famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. So
he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who
sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach
with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him
anything.

When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my
father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving
to death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to
him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I
am no longer worthy to be called your son: make me like one
of your hired men’. So he got up and went to his father.

But while he was still a long way off, his father
saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran
to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven
and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son’.
But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe
and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his
feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and
celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again, he
was lost and is found”. (Luke 15:11-24).

This parable illustrates a number of truths that are
repeated in various ways in the Bible, namely,

1. God has given us ‘Free will’ and he does not overrule
our choices.

2. He allows difficult circumstances, to try to bring us to
our senses.

3. He waits expectantly and hopefully for our return to
his love.

4. He forgives unconditionally when we turn back to him.
5. He does not expect us to clean up our act and get rid

of our filthy clothes. He organises that for us once we
turn back to him.
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Chapter 14

GOD OF JUSTICE?

One of the most commonly stated criticisms of
Christianity is that many Christians say there is no other
way to God except through Jesus Christ. In fact Jesus
himself said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6).

It is true that many Christians repeat this and other
similar statements, but these words are often misunderstood
because they are taken out of context of the whole
message. The Christian message does not say that everyone
who has not accepted Jesus Christ is automatically lost and
condemned to Hell. No, it does not say this!

What the Christian message does say about Jesus Christ is:

1. He was and is God in human likeness.
2. He died for and in the place of humanity and took upon

himself (the judge and guiltless one) the wrongs of all
people. Because of his timelessness, this death is
retroactive in effect, potentially applying to all humanity,
both past and future.

3. He was truly dead and buried, but on the third day he
rose from physical death, with a new type of body that
was capable of going through walls, of appearing and of
disappearing.

4. After many appearances to his followers he was taken up
into the heavens in the sight of many people.

5. Jesus said that he has been appointed to return to this
earth, at the ‘end of this Age’, to set up a Kingdom of
justice and world peace.

6. Jesus said that he has been appointed by Father God as
the judge of all mankind at the last judgement of the
living and the dead.

Once a Christian accepts that Jesus has this CV, then
it follows that he is in many respects unique. His
resurrection was the ultimate confirmation that his claims
about himself were justified.
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The uniqueness of Jesus means the following:

1. It is his death for and on behalf of the wrongdoing of
all mankind, that is taken into consideration by God as
the basis for forgiving mankind their wrongs.

2. As the appointed judge of all mankind, Jesus has been
given a unique position of authority. If all men and
women who have ever lived will stand before him as
judge, then it is his decision as to who will receive mercy
and who will not.

Therefore, in these two respects, the Christian is
stating that he believes that none will obtain acceptance by
God in the life to come, except through the mediation of
Jesus Christ. This is through him as saviour and through
him as judge. However, the Christian message does NOT
state that all people who have not accepted Jesus are
automatically lost and destined for separation from God.
The crucial question to consider here is how will Jesus
judge?

In the Bible there are at least three clear categories into
which we all can fall:

First, there are those people who have heard the message
about God’s love and forgiveness shown to us through Jesus
Christ, have responded positively and have invited God into
their lives through acceptance of Jesus Christ as Saviour
and Lord. These people will still stand before the judgement
seat of Jesus Christ and will be judged according to what
they have done with the gifts and talents God has given them
during this mortal life. However, the Bible is clear that these
people need not fear separation from God. Jesus told his
followers, “In my Fathers house are many mansions and I am
going to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2).

Second, there are people who have clearly heard and
understood the message about Jesus and yet have rejected
it. To this group the Bible seems to clearly state that they
have rejected such a great offer of pardon and forgiveness
from God, that they have chosen to exclude themselves from
His presence.
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Third, there is a broad group of people who have never heard
the Christian message about Jesus, or have heard it in such
a distorted manner that he was never clearly revealed to
them. To this group Jesus offers us some clear insights into
how he will judge them at the final judgment day. Many of
those who have never heard of Jesus in an honest and
fair way, will still find mercy from him at Judgment Day.

At Judgment Day, all people will discover that God is
in fact just and merciful. However, those who are granted
access to heaven will also discover that they have been
forgiven and accepted by God, not on their own merit, nor
because they belonged to a specific religion, but only on the
merit of what Jesus did for all mankind at Calvary’s cross.
They will discover that, although they may never have
heard of Jesus, they have been granted access into the
eternal presence of God through the merit of Jesus and
through his authority and decision as Judge.

The next critical question to ask is; what are the
criteria or rules by which Jesus will judge all people who
have never heard of him, or have never heard about him
in a correct manner? The first clue comes from the lives of
men of God, before the time of Jesus. Consider Abraham, of
whom we read, Abraham believed God, and because of his
faith God accepted him as righteous There are other examples
in the Bible book of Hebrews chapter 11.

These passages suggest that those who have never
heard the message of Jesus, are judged by their faith in
the knowledge of God that has been shown to them. It is
clear that the faith God is looking for is a quality of faith
that leads to action towards what is known to be right.
Thus, the Bible book of James makes it clear that God was
interested in Abraham’s actions, not simply belief in God. It
is not the acts themselves that gain us favour. It is the faith
that is important, provided it is a quality of faith that leads
to action towards God - a quality of faith that leads to a
reaching out to; a seeking after God and a seeking for truth.

So it is that Paul in Ephesians 2:8 wrote, For it is by
God’s grace (free and unmerited favour) that you have been
saved, through faith. It is not the result of your own efforts,
but God’s gift, so that no one can boast about it. For we are
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God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

In each description of Judgment Day in the Bible,
the same sort of words are used. They talk about men and
women being judged, according to what they have done.
For instance, in the book of Revelation chapter 20 we read,
Then I saw a great white throne and the One who sits on it.
Earth and heaven fled from his presence and were seen no
more. And I saw the dead, great and small alike, standing
before the throne. Books were opened, and then another book
was opened, the book of the living. The dead were judged
according to what they had done, as recorded in the books.
Then the sea gave up its dead. Death and the world of the
dead also gave up the dead they held. And all were judged
according to what they had done.

In the Old Testament book of Daniel we read,
Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake:
some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting
contempt. Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of
the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like
the stars for ever and ever (Daniel 12:2-3).

Again Daniel wrote, As I looked, thrones were set in
place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat. His clothing was
as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like wool.
His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all
ablaze. A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him.
Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times
ten thousand stood before him. The court was seated, and the
books were opened (Daniel 7:9-10).

Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in
heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him,
and he will separate the people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the
sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the King will
say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you
since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave
me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed



163

clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after
me, I was in prison and you came to visit me’. Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry
and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?
When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing
clothes and clothe you?’ The King will reply, ‘I tell you the
truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of
mine, you did for me’” (Matthew 25: 31-40).

Here again, we see the emphasis placed on ‘what we
have done’ or ‘what we have not done’. These, and other
passages, emphasise that we will all be judged according
to what we have done.

How will Jesus judge the works of mankind?
Biblical descriptions of Judgment Day state that the books
will be opened and people will be judged on the basis of what
they have done, because this is a clear reflection on whether
or not they had a true faith in God. However, the words of
Jesus make it clear that what we have done will be judged
in the light of what we knew we should have done. Those
who have heard the gospel message will be judged first
and foremost on what they have done with Jesus Christ.

For instance, Jesus said “Much is required from the
person to whom much is given, much more is required from the
person to whom much more is given” (Luke 12:47). Jesus also
spoke to the people of his days on earth, who had seen his
miraculous healings, Then Jesus began to denounce the cities
in which most of his miracles had been performed, because
they did not repent. “Woe to you Korazin, woe to you
Bethsaida. If the miracles that were performed in you had
been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented
long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it will be more
bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgement than for
you. And you Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies?
No, you will go down to the depths. If the miracles that were
performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would have
remained to this day. But I tell you it will be more
bearable for Sodom on the day of Judgement than for
you” (Matthew 11:20).

These towns, such as Tyre, Sidon and Sodom, were
notorious for practising conduct contrary to the laws given
by God. Sodom was judged by God and totally destroyed, as
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an example to mankind of what God thought of their violence
and sexual behaviour. However, these same people who
experienced God’s judgement in this life, will actually face a
second judgement before Jesus Christ. Amazingly, we are
told that they will actually receive more mercy than
some who seemed less evil and very ‘religious’. This is
because Jesus will judge their actions in the light of what
they knew to be right and in the light of the knowledge
of God available to them at the time.

When Jesus was on the cross he cried out, “Father
forgive them for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). It
is good to know that our future judge takes into account
what we know, not just what we do. By the same standard it
is sobering to know that the people judged most severely are
those of us who know the most.

In Acts 7, we read a message given by Paul to the
people of Athens, “Therefore, since we are God’s offspring, we
should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or
stone - an image made by man’s design and skill. In the past
God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all
people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he
will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed.
He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the
dead” Here again we see how God takes ignorance into
account.

The reverse side of God’s justice is the fact that he
is very blunt and angered by those who have been shown the
most truth and yet have not accepted it. The words of Jesus,
“For judgement I have come into this world, so that the blind
will see and those who see will become blind”. Some
Pharisees (religious people whom Jesus often accused of
hypocrisy), who were with him, heard him say this and asked
“what? Are we blind too?” Jesus said, “If you were blind,
you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim
you can see, your guilt remains” (John 9:39-41).

In the Bible book of Romans 1:20, Paul writes that no
man has an excuse for not believing in God, for since the
creation of the world God’s invisible qualities - his eternal
power and divine nature - have been clearly seen, being
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understood from what he has made, so men are without
excuse. Here Paul is saying that no man has an adequate
excuse for not believing in a powerful creator God. However,
God expects more than just belief; he expects mankind to
acknowledge their responsibility to live according to their
knowledge of God. Those who have received the greatest
knowledge will be judged the most severely.

This same Paul, a bit later in the book of Romans,
points out that those who have never been given access to
the laws of God, as were the Jews, will often die without this
knowledge. Nevertheless, in verse 14 we read, Indeed, when
gentiles (non-Jews) who do not have the law, do by nature
things required by the law, they are a law for themselves,
even though they do not have the law, since they show that
the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their
consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now
accusing, now even defending them. This will take place on
the day when God will judge men’s secrets through
Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares.

Other Bible passages contain this same basic truth,
namely that God will judge what we do in the light of what
we knew we should have done. For instance, “If I had not
come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin.
Now, however, they have no excuse for their sin. If I had not
done among them what no one else did, they would not be
guilty of sin. But now they have seen these miracles and yet
they have hated both me and my Father”. (John 15:22-24).

Another passage reads, everyone who sins breaks the
law, in fact, sin is lawlessness (1 John 3:4). This
summarises an often repeated truth, namely that
wrongdoing is only defined as sin when the doer is aware
that he is breaking a God-given law. A baby is not born
guilty of sin, but is born with the tendency to be selfish and
selfishness is the root of all sin. The child only becomes a
sinner when it knowingly breaks a God-given law, or the law
of its own God-given conscience. This is why Jewish society
and most legal systems only consider a juvenile fully guilty of
a crime once that individual is over a specific age.
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So, Christianity does say that there is no other
way to God, except through Jesus Christ. However, this
does not mean that everyone who is not a Christian is
lost and heading for hell.

It does mean that everyone will kneel before Jesus at
Judgment Day.

It does mean that the death of Jesus, as a substitute for the
sins of the whole world, is the only basis for forgiveness and
acceptance by God. The crucial question to ask is; How will
Jesus judge me?

If I have heard the Gospel message of God’s love and
mercy, offered to us through faith in Jesus, then our
response to this message is vital. If we reject his offer of
forgiveness through Jesus, then, How shall we escape if we
neglect so great a salvation (Hebrews 2:3).

If we have never heard the Gospel message, or have
never heard it in a correct manner, then Jesus Christ will
still be our judge. It will still be his decision alone that will
determine the eternal destiny of each and every person who
has ever lived.

I am most grateful that God is revealed to us as
just and merciful. He will judge all of us according to
what we have done, and all that has been done will be
judged in the light of what we knew they should have
done.

I also praise God that the way remains open for full
and total forgiveness and peace with God, right here and
now, before we die and before we stand before Jesus Christ.
This is the Good News (Gospel).
There’s a way back to God from the dark paths of sin,
there’s a door that is open and you may go in;
At Calvary’s cross is where you begin,
when you come as a sinner to Jesus
(Christian chorus by E.H.Swinstead).
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The scariest position to be in is to know the truth
but to reject it. We see this in many scathing comments
made by Jesus against religious leaders and people who saw
his miracles but still turned their backs on him. I would
tremble to be in that group at Judgment Day.

Yes, I firmly believe that God is just. Many things
happen here on earth that make us cry out for justice.
Sometimes people say, “How can there be a God of love and
justice if he allows such things to happen?” Well, if this life
is the only existence, then we may be excused for asking
such questions. However, once we accept that life
continues after physical death and that all mankind will
stand before the judgement seat of God, then this has to
put things into a new light.

At Judgment Day, God will balance the balances
and judge the injustices. “It is mine to avenge: I will
repay says the Lord” (Romans 12:19, and Deuteronomy
32:35). Those who have put their faith in him and any who
have never heard of him, but who may nevertheless
experience his mercy at Judgement Day, will all know at that
time that they have received far more mercy than they ever
deserved.

I believe that, at Judgment Day, all will be forced
to admit that God is in fact a God of mercy, justice and
love. He will also compensate those who have been
wronged. Jesus said, “But many who are now first will be
last, and many who are now last will be first”. (Matthew
19:30).

God sees the present fleeting experiences of time
and mortality in the light of what he has in store for
eternity. The present life is but a ‘stepping-stone’ to a far
wider and richer existence beyond physical death. This
life is but the ‘curtain-raiser’ to the real thing. It is most
rash of any person to accuse God of any injustice,
because none of us has yet experienced our ultimate
destiny.

That final destiny is obviously totally in God’s hands.
He holds all the cards. Whether we like it or not, our eternal
destiny depends upon his decision. Whether we like it or not,
he has revealed to mankind that there is a Heaven and there



168

is a Hell. The latter was prepared for Satan and his rebellious
angels. Nevertheless, the Bible makes it clear that some of
humanity will also land up there, because they have allied
themselves with the ‘rebellion’ camp.

Justice demands that such a place as Hell exist.
How else can the Hitler’s of this world receive justice? How
many anguished cries for justice rose from the millions of
Jewish men, women and children, who were herded naked
into the gas chambers while the soothing classical music
played through the death camp loudspeakers? How many
terrible things have been committed by men and women that
cry out for vengeance? The apostle Paul quotes the Old
Testament and reminds us, Do not take revenge, my friends,
but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written “It is mine to
avenge; I will repay”, says the Lord. (Romans 12:19).

Some people struggle to reconcile the justice of
God with the Old Testament passages relating to the
conquest of Canaan by the Israelite people. He had
brought them out of slavery in Egypt by dramatically
intervening on their behalf. After 40 years of wandering in
the wilderness we read that he told Moses to instruct the
Israelites on how to take over the ‘promised land’. The
instructions included the command that the people already
in Canaan must be totally destroyed.

At first sight this seems like an instruction for
genocide. It also seems unjust to kill women and children.
However, this was not in fact anything to do with race or
genocide. The fundamental issue was the same as faced
Adam and Eve. God was involved in a process of moving
mankind from polytheism back to monotheism. This was an
evolutionary process, because he also decided to respect the
‘free will’ that he had given to humanity. The freedom to
choose is a fundamental principle in God’s dealings with
mankind.

When God promised Abraham that he would make his
descendants a great nation and through one of his
descendants he would be a blessing to all peoples, this
promise was not realised until many centuries later, through
the death and resurrection of Jesus. However, God’s long-
term agenda was to bring this promise to pass. The process
was an evolutionary process that included the necessity of



169

Abraham’s descendants spending 430 years in Egypt; the
last part of which was in slavery.

Why did God wait 430 years before saving the
Israelites from slavery in Egypt? The Bible gives us some
reasons, such as his promise to Abraham in Genesis 15:13-
14. Then the Lord said to him, “Know for certain that your
descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and
they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years. But
I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward
they will come out with great possessions” We know from
other scriptures that the enslavement was only during the
last period of the Israelites time in Egypt. God used this to
demonstrate to the Egyptians and to the Israelites his great
power, shown through the ten plagues of Egypt. God also
used this time to increase the Israelite numbers and to draw
many other peoples from other races to join the Israelites
when they left Egypt. He also turned this time of adversity
into blessing by letting the Israelites leave Egypt with ‘great
possessions’, just as was promised to Abraham.

Another reason for God waiting 430 years was, for the
sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure
(Genesis 15:16). God was patient with the Amorite tribes in
Canaan but when their evil reached a climax of depravity
then God knew that judgment was due. He used the Israelite
nation to bring this judgment upon the Amorites.

God’s plan was to fashion the Israelites into a truly
monotheistic people. This was not an easy task, but was
slowly achieved by bringing them through tests and trials. He
knew that his programme was all ultimately centred on
achieving the right conditions for Jesus to fulfil his ministry
on earth. We read that, when the fullness of time had come,
God sent forth his Son into the world. (Galatians 4:4)

Part of this long process, leading up to Jesus and
Calvary, was to create a group of people who were totally
monotheistic in belief, as an example to all the other nations.
All other nations had become polytheistic. Thus, even from
the time of the Israelites living in Egypt, this process began.

We read that, when the Israelites left Egypt many
other peoples came with them. These others had seen the
power of the ONE God displayed through the ten plagues of
Egypt. They had decided to leave their polytheism and join
the monotheistic people. All these people, of many different
races, were fully accepted into the Israelite community.
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Even when the Israelites were entering Canaan and
throughout the history of Israel, the door remained open
for individual people of all races to join the ‘people of
One God’. Thus, the conquest of Canaan was not racially
based. God said through Moses that the peoples in Canaan
had become totally corrupted, through their worship of many
gods. This was shown by the promiscuity and moral decay
associated with worship of these Canaanite gods. The
temples had shrine prostitutes and sexual orgies were an
integral part of the worship. Of even greater concern was the
demonic nature of the temple practices that included the
incineration of live babies.

God’s revelation to Moses included the statement
that assimilation of these Canaanite peoples would
inevitably conflict with his greater agenda of developing
a monotheistic people. He knew that human nature always
tends towards sexual degeneration. These Canaanite people
would have rapidly corrupted the Israelite allegiance to the
one true God.

However, as mentioned above, at all times individuals
from these Canaanite nations could come and ally
themselves with the Israelites and accept allegiance to the
one true God.

In other words, the instruction to completely destroy
the Canaanite nations, within the land promised by God to
Israel, must be seen in the light of his long-term agenda for
humanity. This long term agenda centred on his promise to
Abraham, namely that through his descendants all the
nations of the world would be blessed.

This understanding of God’s agenda, down through
history, reveals something of how he sees human
history, namely:

1. He sees human history as a continuation of his
evolutionary programme for the world.

2. He has adapted his programme to take into account
our free will and rebellion.

3. He has adapted his programme to take into account
the reality of spiritual forces of evil in the world.

4. He has adapted his programme to accommodate the
natural tendency for humanity to be polytheistic and
to move towards moral degeneration.
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5. He has adapted his programme so that the Israelite
nation would finally end up, after many self inflicted
traumas, to become the only totally monotheistic
nation in the world, at the time that Jesus started his
ministry.

6. He adapted his programme so that Jesus was on earth
at the best time in history for the spread of the
Christian gospel, taking advantage of the ‘Pax
Romana’ and the communication network built by the
Romans.

God has guided world events towards his pre-
ordained goals. This has meant that things often happened
that were not pleasant for those involved in them. For
instance, the enslavement of the Israelites in Egypt or the
total destruction of everyone within parts of the land of
Canaan.

Understandably, many have questioned this and
find it hard to reconcile with the justice and love of God.
To my mind, the only satisfactory way to reconcile these
issues is to accept the reality revealed to us by Jesus,
namely that God has two destinies for every human being.
The first destiny relates to our lives while here on earth, for a
few fleeting years of mortality. The second relates to our
eternal destinies, when the Creator will balance the balances.
He will judge all of us according to what we did while on
earth, but this will be judged in the light of what we knew we
should have done, and in the light of the opportunities we
had or the opportunities we did not have.

I am convinced that Judgment Day will reveal to
all people that the One True God is just, merciful, loving
and generous. We will see that he is actually the sort of
God revealed to us through the person and teachings of
Jesus Christ.

Does God still sanction destruction of people whom he
considers are past reformation? Will he still command
another ‘Moses’ to destroy a people because of their
corruption? The Christian can categorically say NO to
this question. This is on the basis of what Jesus Christ
taught. He commented on the Old Testament and changed
our understanding. He made it clear that God was bringing
mankind into a new chapter in his evolutionary history of the
world.
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Jesus specifically changed concepts, such as ‘an
eye for an eye’ and said “Love your enemies, do good to those
who wrong you”. We now live in a new dispensation where
the mercy and grace of God overshadow all else. However,
this in no way means that wrongs are overlooked. God has
promised that he will judge every action. This will happen
during the last chapter of his evolutionary dealings with
mankind. We will all stand before his judgment throne,
including all those who were destroyed by the Israelites when
entering the Promised Land. The quantum books of our lives
will be opened and every thought and action will be revealed.
At that time the balances will be balanced and the true
justice of God revealed.
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Chapter 15

The Gospel of Jesus Christ

If you have carefully read this book from start to
now, may I seriously and earnestly ask you to face up to
the revelation of Jesus that has been presented to you.
Can you and I afford to reject such a great offer from
God, the ONE to whom we will all have to give an
account? The same one who has the authority to
determine our eternal destiny!

We all like to be in a winning team. In times of war we
like to be on the winning side. In the cosmic battle between
good and evil, whose side do you want to be on? Life is full of
choices and we make them every day of our lives. We make
small choices, such as what to eat for breakfast, or big
choices such as who to marry. However, the most
significant choices relate to our destiny in the Timeless
Dimension!

There are ultimately two kingdoms, two kings and two
‘armies’. We all make decisions in life that place us in one or
other ‘army’. Maybe our decisions do not always seem to
clearly fall into one or other category. Maybe we are sitting
on the fence and trying our luck in both camps. This may
seem to work for a while, but the rules are different in each
kingdom.

In the kingdom of God it is clear that the King requires
us to make a clear choice. We must choose whose side we
are on. In human armies we do not allow soldiers to sit on
the fence. In England during the Second World War, every
able-bodied man was called on to serve. Either you
supported Hitler and the Nazis or you supported the Allies
against Hitler. Anyone found to have a foot in both armies
was called a ‘fifth columnist’ or a traitor, and was likely to be
shot.

God in his mercy is patient with us, when so often we
sit on the fence for much of our lives, trying to keep one foot
in each kingdom. However, we are the losers for as long as
we hesitate. As the Old Testament prophet said, “How long
will you waver between two opinions? If the Lord is God follow
him; if Baal is God, follow him” (1 Kings 18:21).
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If this was a human conflict, the commanding officer
would certainly not entrust you with state secrets, or give
you responsibilities, or reward you with medals or honour
you, if you are undecided and sit on the fence. In the
spiritual conflict similar principles apply.

Jesus said, “If you love me, you will obey what I
command. Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is
the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my
Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him”. “If
anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will
love him, and we will come to him and make our home with
him”. “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is my
Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves
to be my disciples” (John chapters 14 and 15).

In summary, the knowledge about God, the
personal experience of his reality, the power to speak
effectively in his name, the blessings promised to
Christians and the answers to prayers, all hang on this
question: Have I made a firm and determined decision to
follow Jesus?

My own experiences of the supernatural, during my
involvement in the Rhodesian Bush war (‘Personal journey of
discovery’: see my webpage) led to a largely intellectual
understanding of God. I was still leading a double life. On the
one side I was convinced that God existed, but on the other
side I still lived a largely self-centred life. There were aspects
of my daily life-style that were definitely not God centred. I
now realise that such a divided allegiance cannot experience
God in the way he intends us to experience him.

I only know this because, since reaching that point of
being willing to let go of self and put God first, I have come
into a far more real and personal experience of the reality of
God. It has become a heart experience. Yes, I am still very far
from perfect, but there has been a major and fundamental
shift, from self first to God first. When I do slip up, I
immediately regret it and hasten back to re-establish the
closeness of the relationship that has become the central
passion of my being.

The greatest choice that you and I can make is:
Am I prepared to make a firm and determined decision to
step off the fence and ‘sign up’ in the King’s army? Am I
determined, with God’s empowerment, to be loyal to the



175

army of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, the destined
ruler of all nations? Am I determined to be loyal to the
timeless one, whose eyes are like flames of fire and who is
the future judge of all mankind? Am I determined to be loyal
to the one who first loved me and gave his life as a ransom
for me?

It is only when we step off the fence and sign up in the
King’s army that we can start to enter into experiencing
spiritual victories in our own lives and in the lives of others
with whom we interact. It is only when we sign up that we
start to experience the great and awesome victory that God
won on the Cross at Calvary. At Calvary the battle was won
against the rebellion of Satan and his demons. Now the
fighting still continues, but Satan knows it is just a mopping
up operation. He was actually defeated at Calvary. It is like
the battle on the beaches of Normandy in the Second World
War. That was the turning point of the war and the
remaining battles were, in a sense, just mopping up
operations.

At Calvary, the death of Jesus opened up the way for
God to rescue mankind from the clutches of Satan. He
redeemed us with his own blood, for you know that it was
not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were
redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you
from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a
lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the
creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for
your sake. Through him you believe in God, who raised him
from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope
are in God (1 Peter 1:18-21).

Again we read, Praise be to the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ!  In his great mercy he has given us new
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish,
spoil or fade - kept in heaven for you, who through faith are
shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that
is ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly
rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to
suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that your
faith - of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though
refined by fire - that faith, may be proved genuine and may
result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is
revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him; and
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even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and
are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are
receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls (1
Peter 1:3-9).

Becoming a Christian does not mean joining any
particular church, or saying any magic formula, or going
through any ritual or ceremony, or having any
‘sacrament’ given to you or said over you. You do not
need a priest to introduce you to God. You do not need
anyone else to pray for you.

Becoming a Christian is a personal transaction
between you and God. He ‘hears’ everything you say to him.
He even ‘hears’ your unspoken thoughts. Yes, it is a personal
moment that has profound significance for all of Eternity.

It does not matter what words you use. However,
the essentials of entering into a personal transaction with
God are as follows. I will put it into a prayer and maybe you
want to use this prayer yourself, or you may want to simply
pour out your heart to God in your own words.

A suggested prayer:

Great God, you created me and gave me this amazing chance
to be part of an Eternal destiny.
You have loved me enough to give yourself for me on the
cross of Calvary.
There you defeated Satan’s claim over my life and destiny, by
dying in the place of sinners like me.
God, I know I am a sinner. I have often failed to do what I
knew was right. I stand guilty in my own eyes, but also in
yours.
I ask you to forgive me, just as you have promised to do.
You forgive me Jesus, on the basis of what you did when you
died in my place on the cross.
I now gratefully accept your free and unmerited forgiveness.
Thank you so much for making it possible to receive
forgiveness.
Since you have promised to forgive me, I can now also forgive
myself.
Because you have forgiven me, although I do not deserve it,
in like manner I can now see my way open to forgive those
whom I have been unable to forgive. They may not deserve
my forgiveness, but neither did I deserve yours!
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Thank you so much Jesus for dying for me.
Thank you Father God for the cross and all that it means.
I am truly sorry for my sins, both against you and other
people.
I can think of many specific sins (name them all)
Thank you so much for forgiving me!
Lord God, I know that I am weak, but you have promised to
be with me and help me to overcome the world with its false
values, the flesh that so easily leads me astray and Satan
who tries to trip me up.
I do want to follow you from this day forward.
I want to be loyal to your army and to your Kingdom.
I ask for your Holy Spirit to fill my life and to empower me
day by day, to march in step with your best plan for my life.
I want to grow in my personal relationship with you as my
Saviour and my Lord. I resolve to spend time reading your
word, learning to pray, learning to listen to you, learning to
serve others, meeting often with other committed Christians
for fellowship, for teaching and for service to others.
Give me a passion for you, a passion to discover more of your
truth.
Help me to find a group of Christians who are truly on fire for
you.

My friend, if you can agree with this sort of prayer
and have said it yourself, then, whether or not you feel
any great emotion, you have just entered into the family
of God through the merit of Jesus Christ. He has now
recorded this event in his eternal records. He has
become your PERSONAL saviour. You have just started a
personal relationship with God.

I suggest you read this prayer again each day,
preferably aloud, until the core truths have been well
embedded in your mind. Also start reading the Bible,
maybe start with the book of Luke in the New Testament
section. Be aware of one thing, Satan will now try to
discourage you and trip you up as never before. He is
furious, because he has lost another candidate for Eternal
Death. However, the Bible tells us that each time someone
comes to God in repentance and faith, all the angels in
heaven shout Hallelujah!, and may all the demons shudder,
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as they are reminded of the power and great victory achieved
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

One of the first things you now need to do is find a
Christian friend, or anyone else, and tell them that you have
made a decision to give your life to Jesus. The Bible says, if
you believe in your heart and confess with your mouth you
will be saved. God knows that this expression in words will
help you to realise the importance of the decision you have
made. It is like a first step on your new road of obedience to
Jesus.

This process of confessing your faith to others can
continue throughout your life. In this way your faith becomes
stronger. Also, the process of sharing and discussing your
faith with other believers leads to a strengthening of
relationships.

If you live in a land where becoming a Christian may
mean a death sentence, ask God to lead you to someone with
whom you can share your faith. Maybe it will be another
‘secret' Christian, or maybe it will be a Christian visitor to
your country. Remember, not all people from so-called
Christian countries are actually Christians. You will
recognise true believers from their way of life.

NOW THAT YOU ARE A CHRISTIAN you have in
reality been ‘born again’. This means that you have a new
Spirit within you. It is God’s Holy Spirit who has now put his
seal of ownership upon your life. God does not expect you to
become perfect overnight. He knows that change is a
process, but it is an upward process. Part of that process is
to join a group of enthusiastic Christians for fellowship,
encouragement and support. You need to find one or two
Christians of the same sex, to whom you can confide your
problems, your hopes and your fears.

If you are in a country lacking freedom of religion, ask
God to lead you to meet other ‘secret’ Christians. There is
great power released when we bring secret things into the
light. Just make sure that you only open your heart to one or
more people who you can really trust such confidences with.
This openness, together with absolute openness towards
God, is a most powerful means of accelerating your growth
as a Christian.
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The first Christians reinforced their decision to accept
Jesus Christ into their lives by submitting to another act of
obedience. This act of obedience was initiated by Jesus and
the early church saw it as a visible sign of an inward reality.
This sign was the act of being baptised in water. The new
convert submitted to this, as a sign to all around that he or
she was dying to a self-orientated life and was entering a new
life. The symbolism was to die to self, as you are pushed
under the water, and rising to new life as you come up out of
the water. The water is also a powerful symbol of how you
have been washed from your guilt when God forgave all your
sins.

If you do not know of any other Christians near you,
you can even baptise yourself, with God the Father, God the
Son and God the Holy Spirit as your unseen witnesses. In
this case say a prayer aloud, such as “I baptise myself in the
name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit”. Although
you may do this in private, God is your witness and it is also
a witness to all of the unseen spiritual dimension, including
Satan.

Jesus initiated this after his resurrection, with the
words, “all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the
very end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20).

The early Christians practiced baptism by
immersion under the water. Its significance is mainly for
adults, or for people who have reached an age where they
can make a decision for themselves. The order of events is
important, first conversion and then, as an act of obedience
and as a witness to the world, the act of baptism.

Your whole process of conversion also involves inviting
God’s Holy Spirit to fill your life. It is suggested that you ask
him to fill you, soon after you have been baptised by
immersion in water. Ask other Christians to pray with you
for this infilling. They should then lay their hands on you as
they pray. Receiving the Holy Spirit in this full measure,
gives you the strength to change and grow as a Christian.
However, you can also receive this ‘baptism in the Holy
Spirit’ when you are entirely alone with God and it can
happen before being baptised.
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The other ceremony and memorial is the ‘breaking of
bread’ or ‘communion’. Jesus intended it to be a simple
reminder of his death, using symbols available to even the
poorest of families. The bread and wine were the normal
items at the table. Jesus intended that these basic
necessities of life should become daily reminders of Calvary
and that this should also remind us that he is coming back
again. If you do not have wine available, or if you must avoid
any alcohol, then use unfermented grape juice, or even any
other substitute.

Once you have given your life back to God, he wants
to lead you into exciting discoveries of the supernatural
world in which he operates.  It will not be easy to be a
Christian, but you will increasingly experience a new
dimension of living. This will give you an inner peace and joy
that truly can be described as ‘not of this world’. If you have
to suffer persecution for your faith, it is the indwelling Holy
Spirit who will give you supernatural ability to endure.

In summary, the normal sequence of events in the early
church was:

1. Repentance (remorse for sinfulness, the breaking of
Gods laws, wrong actions towards other people and a
determination to turn from our rebellious ways)
Repentance is more than remorse, it implies a ‘U’ turn
in our attitudes and actions.
Part of the repentance process is the confession of
your sin. God promises that, when we confess our
sinfulness then he forgives us. True repentance and
confession leads to forgiveness, no matter how vile
was our past. Normally, a full realisation of our
sinfulness leads us to tears of repentance.

2. Belief in Jesus as the one who has paid the price for
our sins and accepting him into our lives as our
personal Saviour from the penalty for sin, and
receiving him as Lord of our lives.

3. As an act of obedience, and as a sign that the decision
for Jesus has been made, the act of baptism in water.
This is a symbol of dying to self and sin and rising to
new life through Jesus Christ. It is also our public
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confession of faith. It is the fulfilment of, If I believe in
my heart and confess with my mouth I will be saved.

4. Receive by faith that God gives his Holy Spirit to all
who ask for Him. Ask other Christians to pray with
you while laying hands on you and asking for the Holy
Spirit to fill you. You receive the Holy Spirit in your life
the moment you repent and ask God’s forgiveness.
However, you also need to ask God to go on ‘filling
you’ with his Holy Spirit.

5. Being filled with the Holy Spirit, will soon result in
spontaneous out-flowing from within you, either as
spontaneous singing, praising God in words, speaking
in other unknown languages, just crying, or by giving
you new insights into spiritual truths. Over the next
days and weeks you will realise that there is a new
dimension to your life.
This fuller experience of the Holy Spirit can take place
at your initial conversion, or when you are baptised as
an adult. Sometimes, as in my own case, it was a later
and separate experience when I was completely alone.
No matter how you get to the place of being ‘filled with
the Holy Spirit’, sometimes called being ‘baptised in
the Holy Spirit’ this event is life changing. The Holy
Spirit strengthens you, gives you insights into the
Bible and empowers you to share your faith with non-
believers.
It is God’s Holy Spirit who empowers you to live the
life of faith, following Jesus.

6. You will not always be on a spiritual high, but by faith
you need to hold onto the reality that the Holy Spirit is
within you. You will discover that he will give you
supernatural wisdom and guidance and will enable
you to be his witness in ways that you will know are
not merely your own wisdom or abilities. It does open
up a door to a new depth of anointing and blessing on
everything you do for God.

7. In addition, seek the gift of speaking in other tongues.
To receive this, when you are filled with the Holy
Spirit, you need to open your mouth and start



182

speaking any sounds that come out. At first it may
sound to you like meaningless sounds. However, if
you practice this ability on every occasion that you are
alone with God, this gift will grow.
You will find that your prayer life will be greatly
enriched. You will find that, by thinking about a
problem or situation, while you pray in tongues, God
answers your prayers like never before. When you
have to make a sudden decision, first pray quietly in
tongues, while in your mind asking God to help you.
Then start speaking or acting as seems right, and you
will discover that God gives you amazing insights and
wisdom to make the right decisions and to say words
that prove to be just right for the situation.

8. Joining a local group of Christians for encouragement,
fellowship and support. It is vital that you find a group
who have a personal relationship with Jesus, not just
Sunday churchgoers!

9. As part of this meeting together with Christians, we
are called upon to break bread and drink wine, or
other red juice, as a memorial to the death and
resurrection of Jesus and as a reminder of his
promised return. This can be done whenever and
wherever the opportunity arises.

10.Starting on a lifelong path of discipleship - learning to
be a follower of Jesus Christ.

11.Overall, the essence of being a Christian, is to have
a real and growing personal relationship with God.
This is enabled by the indwelling Holy Spirit, who
is within every believer who has put his or her
faith in what Jesus achieved for mankind on the
cross. As this relationship grows and deepens on a
daily basis, we find that the Holy Spirit of God
progressively changes us, our attitudes, our emotions,
our desires and our behaviour. We do not change
ourselves. The only effort needed from us is to keep
that close relationship intact.  As we discover that the
heart of God is truly loving towards his children, so we
find that progressively more of his love flows through
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us to those around. As Jesus so clearly emphasised,
love is the fulfilment of all law. If we truly love then we
do not harm others.

12.Developing your personal relationship means
spending time with the Lord. Learn to worship and
praise him out of a thankful heart and to pray to him
the thoughts, fears, hopes, desires of your heart. Find
a quiet place each day, where you can read the Bible.
Meditate on what you read and ask the Holy Spirit to
open your understanding of what you read. Remember
that you now have God’s Holy Spirit within your
physical body. He is with you all the time. Practice
your awareness of his presence right through the day.
Bring him into your daily activities, through a silent
conversation in your mind. Speak with him in normal
language, just as you speak with your best friend.
This awareness of his presence will increasingly
become a powerful force for change in your life.

In summary, being a Christian is not to follow rules and
regulations, or to go through ceremonies. It is a personal
relationship with God. As this relationship grows, so does
our love for God. As our love grows we find that we want
to bring our lives into line with the things he wants us to
do and we want to do the things he wants us to do.

This relationship with God should inevitably lead us to
face real life issues, such as problems in our marriages and
other related problems. It is the relationship with God that
motivates us and empowers us to act constructively by
forgiving others, loving others, by sacrificial giving, by
spending time with others, especially with members of our
own families and members of the Christian family.

Unfortunately much of ‘structured’ Christianity has
introduced rules and interpretations that act against the
fundamental truths of the Gospel (Good News). They create a
legalistic framework of things to do and things not to do, in
order to gain merit in the eyes of God. They miss the essence
of the Christian Gospel. That essence is relationship, a
personal relationship between us and Father God, through
the merit of Jesus and empowered by the Holy Spirit residing
within you. The Holy Spirit leads us to greater intimacy and
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fellowship with our heavenly Father and enables us to
actually call him Abba (daddy)!

This is a relationship founded and grounded in love.
As the relationship grows, we discover more and more of the
reality of the love of God for us as his children. As we
experience God’s love, we find ourselves responding to that
love by bringing our lives in line with his plans for us. Just
as in human love situations we want to please the one we
love, in like manner, love is the basis of changed lives.

Why is the Christian Gospel good news? No doubt
we could give a number of reasons. However, one major part
of the good news is that God offers us forgiveness. True
remorse and a desire to turn away from wrong things and
wrong actions, leads to a free and unmerited forgiveness. The
Bible describes it in various ways, such as, though your sins
be red like scarlet, you shall be white as snow. Or; he will
remove your sins from you as far as the East is from the West.

The Gospel is also good news because Jesus satisfies
our hunger for meaning and purpose in life. He satisfies our
hunger for life beyond physical death. Jesus brings true
freedom, freedom from guilt, freedom from addictions,
freedom from fear, freedom to know God, freedom to love and
be loved with a pure love, freedom to change.

We will still all fail at times, but if our failure leads to
remorse and repentance, then this can be part of our ‘growth
curve’ as Christians. For example, a few years back I was
driving on a straight road far in the country. I did not realise
that I was exceeding the speed limit by a considerable
margin. Suddenly two policemen stepped out into the road.
They confronted me with the undeniable evidence that I
should be fined a considerable sum of money. I asked them if
they could perhaps be lenient and reduce the fine. One asked
how much money I had in cash. On showing him, he said
that it was all right, I could just pay that amount. However,
he then failed to provide a receipt.

At that moment I realised that the policemen were
going to pocket the money themselves, but here I totally
messed up. I gave the money and did not insist on a receipt.
In effect I was encouraging corruption. As I drove away I
became terribly convicted. In fact I did not sleep well that
night and even felt bad after I had confessed my sin to God.
However, in the process of real conviction, real remorse and
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real repentance, I believe I have learnt an important lesson. I
really believe I will never again act in a way that encourages
corruption.

One of the greatest examples of the ‘good news’ was
the conversion of John Newton. He was the captain of a slave
ship operating between Africa and America. He led a totally
immoral life, physically abused the slaves, and prided
himself with trying to corrupt everyone he met. However, one
day his ship was sinking, in spite of all hands operating the
pumps. In desperation he cried out to God to save them and
miraculously the ship was saved. Soon afterwards John
Newton was soundly converted.

This man, whom most would have written off as a
hopeless case, now entered a process of transformation by
God. He became a great Christian preacher and a powerful
speaker against the slave trade. He was one of the strongest
supporters of the Christian member of Parliament William
Wilberforce, whose powerful speeches in the British
parliament finally led to Britain being the first country to ban
slavery. John Newton also became a great hymn writer. One
of his hymns is ‘Amazing grace’ and this remains to this day
one of the best known of all Christian songs.



186



187

Chapter 16

Big Bang Christianity: ‘Statement of
faith’

NOTE: The following is a summarised ‘statement of faith’.
Some of the following fundamentals of our faith are not
discussed at length in this book. However, a much more
comprehensive study is found in my book ‘God by Evolution’.

I believe it is valuable to summarise the fundamentals of the
Christian faith and to point out that I, as a believer in the Big
Bang, an ancient Earth and evolutionary processes, can
reconcile all of these with biblical Christianity. This is
important to emphasise because some Christians, who hold
to a creation in six days of 24 hours, have suggested that
such a view is the only one that is consistent with biblical
revelation.

I believe it is vital for Christians who are seriously motivated
to explain the Gospel to our generation, to present
Christianity in a manner that is reconcilable with the
overwhelming evidence from science. If this is not done then
the Bible is destined to be looked upon as fictitious, by a
generation reared in our scientific and technological age.

The Creator
I believe in one Creator of the Universe, who is ‘spirit’

in substance (not made of time-locked matter), hidden within
unapproachable radiation and light, invisible to mortals and
who is the originator, maker and sustainer of all things. He
is the only uncreated Being, existing within the eternal
present, the eternal NOW.

He is all knowing, has access to all available power, is
omnipresent, independent of time and locality, is in all
things, through all things and by him all things are held
together. He uses Transcendent laws, the laws of physics,
and the power of his mind to direct the processes of an
evolving Universe.
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His independence from time means that he can move
to any point in time instantaneously. His ‘now’ existence can
move instantly into our past, present or future.

One God, in Three
The Creator reveals himself as The ONE and only God,

but is manifested in three distinct forms, as God the Father,
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Yeshua (Jesus) is the
only ‘begotten’ Son, born of the Virgin Mary, (a descendant of
King David) impregnated by the Holy Spirit of God, born in
Bethlehem, raised in Nazareth, fully man in his body and
fully God through his supernatural conception.

The Creator is the one who exists in unapproachable
light, whom no mortal may see and live.  He reveals himself
as the ‘all powerful’ (omnipotent), omnipresent and ‘all
knowing’ (omniscient) God. Each of the three persons of the
Godhead encompasses all the attributes of God.

God, the Son
Because he is part of the eternal Godhead, Jesus was

present at and involved in the creation. While on earth, he
was voluntarily limited to time and mortality. Jesus
demonstrated his divine authority by performing spectacular
miracles, both by healing sickness, raising the dead and by
controlling nature.

He suffered persecution by religious leaders, was
accused of blasphemy because he claimed to be the Son of
God and therefore equal to  God the Father, was sentenced
by the Roman governor Pontius Pilate to be crucified to
death. He died without guilt, paying the penalty for the sin of
all of humanity and suffered the reality of spiritual
separation from God the Father. He was buried, but on the
third day he was raised again to his Timeless Dimension
‘quantum’ Life.

When he died physically, the spirit of Jesus descended
into the place of departed spirits and then broke free, re-
entered his dead mortal body, transformed it into a new
Timeless Dimension body, passed through the tightly
wrapped grave cloths without unwinding them and rolled
back the heavy stone at the entrance to the tomb.

He was seen by many after his resurrection, both in
buildings and in the open countryside, and then was taken
up to heaven in the full and clear sight of men and women.
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He is now seated at the right hand of God the Father, where
he alone speaks on behalf of humanity and more specifically
for those who put their trust in him. From there he will
return to earth to set up a period of perfect world government
and after that he will judge all the living and the dead.

Jesus has been appointed by God the Father as the
one who will judge all people at the last judgment of the
living and the dead. Jesus has the right to forgive all who
turn to him with repentance and faith and any others whom
he may decide to forgive.

Transcendent Laws
This Universe is under the ultimate control of

Transcendent Laws that operate within the Timeless
Dimension and which existed before this Universe was
created. God operates in and through the Timeless
Dimension of reality, but is also transcendent, meaning that
he existed before the Big Bang and will exist after this
Universe is ended.

Timeless Dimension
The Timeless Dimension, operating within

Transcendent Laws, is the powerhouse of our time-trapped
Universe. Thus, the known laws of physics that operate
within our Universe, are ultimately controlled by the
Transcendent Laws of the Timeless Dimension. This control
by the Timeless Dimension is revealed to us by the properties
of the quantum world of atoms, that are in turn the building
blocks of all matter in the Universe. The quantum world is
characterised by instant communication within all of
quantum reality. Thus God, operating in and through this
Timeless Dimension, has to be independent of time and
locality, and has to be instantaneously aware of every event
within the Universe.

Immortal ‘beings’
I believe the Creator made immortal, intelligent beings

such as angels and mortal intelligent beings such as
mankind, both with freedom to choose. Both are created with
free will and can make moral choices. Some of the angels
rebelled against the authority of the Creator and this cosmic
conflict is the basic reason why the sacrificial death of Jesus
was necessary, as a way to rescue humanity from facing the
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same fate as is decreed for all rebellion, namely eternal
separation from the presence of God. Because the fallen
angels are immortal, they cannot be destroyed, even by their
Creator. They have to be confined, and this is the origin of
Hell.

Bible references suggest that the rebellious angels are
already confined to the space/time Universe instead of, as
previously, in the Timeless Dimension. As a result they are
locked into time and cannot see the future, neither can they
be in more than one place at a time. Hell is described as the
ultimate destination for Satan and his demons (rebellious
angels).

Mortal humans have an eternal spirit. For this reason
each human has an eternal destiny, either on God’s side or
Satan’s side. We read in the Bible that it is not God’s desire
that any human lands up in Hell. However, within the
spiritual dimensions of reality there are laws and legal rights.
Satan may have a legal right over any human who chooses to
remain in rebellion to God.

The Universe
Once God decided to create mortal creatures, capable

of a relationship with himself, he knew that he needed a
Universe just like this one. His attribute of ‘Almighty’ means
that he has access to all possible outcomes. However, there
are limitations to the possible outcomes. For instance, once
God created immortal beings such as angels, he could not
destroy them. The decision to create mankind resulted in
God having to voluntarily limit himself. He knew that life and
mankind were only possible within one unique Universe.
However, such a Universe would also be a place where our
planet would experience storms, volcanic eruptions and
earthquakes. Nevertheless, because he has a vital role
planned for redeemed mankind to accomplish within his
Eternal Kingdom, he went ahead with the Big Bang and the
evolution of our Universe.

The origin of mankind
Anatomically modern humans were on the earth long

before the biblical dates for Adam and Eve. However, God
selected one representative man, possibly upgraded his
genetics, reared him away from other humans, instructed
him in the first true language, and gave him a spiritual
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awareness that was new to mankind and breathed into him
his Holy Spirit. This enabled Adam to enter into an Eternal
Life relationship with his Creator. God then instructed Adam
in new knowledge, needed to advance mankind towards their
full potential. He then formed Eve from Adam’s genetics and
gave to her the same new spiritual capacity.

Both Adam and Eve were now in a unique personal
relationship with God, described throughout the Bible as an
Eternal Life relationship. This unique pair of humans was
now put through a demonstration or test, to see if they would
obey instructions given to them by their Creator. They failed
the test and so committed the first sin, thus demonstrating
that mankind needed a saviour. They had to be saved from
the consequences of sin (rebellion}, that placed them in the
same category as Satan. God had to find a way to save
mankind from the destiny decreed for all rebellion, namely
ultimate separation from his presence.

The nature of Sin
The Bible defines sin as disobedience against a law of

God. All people are born with an inherited tendency towards
selfishness. This is the root cause of rebellion against the
authority of the Creator and this led Adam and Eve to sin,
when the Creator’s law was disobeyed. In like manner, we
become guilty of sin when we knowingly disobey a God-given
instruction. Such instructions are given through the
scriptures and through our conscience.

A baby is not born guilty of sin, but is born into a
sinful world, with the potential to sin, the inclination to sin
(the sinful nature) and the destiny to sin, but not with
original sin! A baby is not held responsible for its actions
until it reaches a responsible age. Only God knows how
much responsibility falls upon a child and at what age. The
Jewish faith, from which Christianity came, also considers a
child to be born sinless. It is the child’s later actions that are
sinful.

The origin of death and sickness
Physical death has been a part of life on earth right

from the first life forms. Adam and Eve were created mortal
and destined to die physically. However, they were initially
innocent of sin. Adam and Eve were initially ignorant of the
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meaning of right and wrong, because they had never been
given a law to break.

In their initial state of innocence and close
relationship with God, Adam and Eve were in perfect health.
Also, God had placed them in an ideal garden environment,
specially planted for them.

Bacteria and parasites were already in the earth, since
we read that God made everything that was made. However,
some of these could have developed into forms harmful to
mankind after sin entered the world. The Bible records a
steady increase in violence and wrong behaviour patterns
after the time of Adam. Wrong behaviour led to new and
stress-related sicknesses.

The Second Adam, Jesus Christ
Jesus came to Earth to reverse the Garden of Eden

failure and the consequences of sin. God knew that mankind
were unable to save themselves from the rebellion camp.
Satan had a legal right over all of humanity because all of us
have sinned. God, in Jesus, took upon himself all the sin and
the suffering caused by sin. He alone was able to do this,
because he was a sinless substitute.

The substitutionary death of Jesus on the cross,
opened the way back to a close relationship between
mankind and God. This Eternal Life relationship is the same
relationship that Adam and Eve lost when they sinned. We
still die physically, just as Adam and Eve died physically, but
through Jesus we have Eternal Life. Also, because God
forgives the sins of those who turn to him in repentance and
faith, we can regain the position of innocence before God that
was lost in the Garden of Eden

This Eternal Life relationship starts right here on
earth and continues uninterrupted when we die physically.
At some stage we are given a new ‘quantum dimension’ body,
just like that of the risen Jesus.

The body of Jesus, lying in the tomb, was transformed
into a ‘quantum dimension’ body, so that we could know that
he was alive. In our case, the dust in our graves is not
needed for our ‘quantum dimension’ new bodies.

It is possible that our Eternal Life existence first
enters an intermediate situation, referred to in the Bible as
Paradise, before reaching its final destiny. This is suggested
by the words of Jesus to the dying thief next to him on the
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cross, Truly truly I say to you, this day you will be with me in
Paradise. It is difficult to grasp how events in the Timeless
Dimension are inter-related with our experience of time. This
may explain why the Bible also speaks of ‘the dead in Christ
being raised’ at the end of this age. In other words, events
that happen instantaneously when we enter the Timeless
Dimension, may only seem to happen after an interval of
time has passed when viewed by us within out time-locked
dimensions of experience.

The Church
I believe in the universal body of ‘born again’

Christians (the Church), composed of all who have received
‘new birth’ through the mercy and gift of the Creator. This
new birth comes into its fullness following faith in Jesus,
confession of sin, repentance from sin, forgiveness of sin,
baptism and receiving the Holy Spirit. The Creator gives all
true believers his Holy Spirit, as a deposit of their eternal
inheritance.

I believe that repentance towards God, means
admitting to breaking his laws, asking forgiveness from him
and resolving to make a ‘U turn’, from a self-centred life to a
God-centred life.

I believe that the biblical descriptions of ‘saving faith’
describes a quality of belief in God and in Jesus Christ, that
leads to changed attitudes and changed behaviour. Simple
belief is not enough. There is the need to receive Him into
our life as our Lord and our Saviour.

I believe that baptism, by immersion in water, is
God’s ideal plan for all believers who have repented. The
symbolism is that of a burial (dying to sin as we are plunged
under the water} and rising to new life in Christ Jesus as we
come up out of the water.

All born again believers are members of the ‘church’,
irrespective of what label is given to your local place of
worship. The true church has no entrance fee, no official
membership role, except in heaven, and is based on a
personal relationship with the Lord.

Baptism
The act of baptism does not give Eternal Life, but it

does impart spiritual blessing to those who receive it as an
outward and visible sign of a heart transaction that has
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already taken place. It is not acceptable to view it as a
‘sacrament’ that gives Eternal Life, regardless of whether the
recipient believes, as is the case with infants.

Receiving the Holy Spirit
I believe that receiving the Holy Spirit follows

repentance and faith. However, being filled with or ‘baptised
with’ the Holy Spirit, is normally a separate event that often
follows repentance, faith and the obedience of being
baptised.

The precise order of events may change, but usually it
follows the convert praying for the Holy Spirit and the
Christians laying hands on the convert. However, there are
biblical accounts of converts receiving the Holy Spirit infilling
before being baptised and it can happen to people when
entirely alone.

It is the experience of many Christians, and backed up
by biblical accounts, that the fuller experience of the Holy
Spirit normally occurs when the convert specifically asks him
to fill them. When this happens, the convert and all around,
can tell that the new believer has indeed received the Holy
Spirit. There is always some overflow that manifests itself in
various ways. Some speak out in other languages, (tongues),
some prophesy (proclaim aloud the greatness of God), some
just shout out praise, some are given a renewed ability to
cry, some receive new insights into spiritual realities and a
new enthusiasm to read the scriptures.

No matter what outward manifestation takes place, all
soon know that there is now a new dimension to their lives.
This becomes an increasing realisation as the new convert
starts out on the road of discipleship.

Salvation
This is a process that starts with repentance and

faith, when God saves us from the eternal penalty of sin.
However, salvation then becomes a lifelong ‘way of life’. Jesus
told his disciples to ‘make disciples’ of all people. The new
convert starts on a road of discipleship, learning to follow
and obey Jesus. This process enables God to progressively
‘save us from our sins’ and the consequences of our sins,
such as addiction and hard-to-break habits. Salvation will be
a continuing process until we stand one day with Jesus
Christ before the throne of God.
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Faith
This is also an ongoing process. The biblical word for

faith implies ‘faithfulness’. The quality of faith spoken about
in the Bible is a faith that continually leads to action towards
God and for God. This biblical type of faith is the basis of our
salvation. We are saved by faith, but the right quality of faith
leads to changed lives. God can instantly see the type of faith
we have by the actions we do or do not do.

Priesthood of all believers
I believe in the priesthood of all true believers,

meaning that they can intercede between man and Jesus
and can offer up praise, pray for the needs of those around
and perform tasks for God while here on earth. This is
enabled through Jesus, as our intermediary and advocate
before God. These communications are enabled through the
Holy Spirit who is in all places simultaneously.

Saints
I believe the Bible clearly states that all ‘born again’

believers are ‘saints’ (set apart ones) and only God knows
who they are. Man, or church councils, have no right to
pronounce on who is a saint and who is not.

Mediators between God and people
I believe there is no mediator, except Jesus Christ,

between mankind and God the Father. There is no mediation
by dead ‘saints’ and no mediation by the Virgin Mary. All
Christians are ‘priests’ in the sense that they can pray for
people and be channels of blessing people. However, all these
priests are only communicating with God through the
mediation of Jesus Christ, enabled by the presence of the
Holy Spirit in us and throughout the Universe.

Prayer
Prayer is the communication of a human mind with

the mind of God. This can be via human words or merely our
thoughts. We read in scripture that God hears the words and
even knows the thoughts and motivations of the heart.

The communication from God to us comes in various
ways. Very rarely is it an audible voice. More often it is a
‘sequence of thoughts’ that seem to stand out as important.
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At other times an answer to our prayer may come from the
Bible. We find ourselves led to read a particular passage and,
as we read, certain words stand out and speak into our
situation. At other times he speaks to us through
circumstances or through prompting another Christian to
say something that, unknown to them, is an answer to our
need.

At all times, what we believe God is saying to us
should be tested against principles given in the Bible.
Anything that is not in harmony with biblical truth is
discarded, since thoughts can also enter our minds from
other spiritual sources, many of which are evil or deceiving.

Blessing newborn children
I believe in asking the blessing of the Creator on all

newborn children. This is an act of faith on the part of
parents or guardian and a commitment by such to bring up
the child in the knowledge of God. The Creator promises a
blessing, but the child must still make its own choice, when
it reaches an age of understanding. The blessing of the new
born child is not the same as Baptism.

Sacraments
I believe that the Bible does not sanction any

‘sacrament’ as a stand-alone event. The emphasis is on the
heart attitude of the recipients. Baptism only becomes
spiritually significant to those who have already made a
heart response to the claims of Jesus. Dedication of newborn
children only becomes spiritually significant if the parents or
guardian truly believe and are determined to bring their
children up in the knowledge of God. Marriage only becomes
a ‘sacrament’ to the couple that recognise their obligations as
God given. The communion (bread and wine memorial) only
becomes a ‘sacrament’ when the partaker truly eats and
drinks of it with a heart that is responding to the memory of
the death and resurrection of Jesus and his promised return.

Communion
I believe in the ‘last supper memorial’ (communion),

initiated by Jesus on the night he was betrayed. The
breaking of bread is a symbol and reminder of how his body
was broken and torn for us. The drinking of the cup is a
symbol and reminder of his blood shed for our redemption.
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This is to be done by all Christians as a reminder until he
returns. The taking of this memorial bread and wine, is
meant for all those who have given their lives to God and
have become disciples of Jesus. It is a memorial that can be
performed by any believer, not just by specially ‘ordained’
people. The bread never becomes the literal body of Jesus
and the blood never becomes the literal blood of Jesus.

Jesus: the Only Way to God
It is not the wish of the Creator that any of humanity

should be lost to Satan. However, Satan has a legal right
over all who persist in remaining in rebellion. The New
Testament scriptures make it clear that Jesus is the only
way back to the Creator. This is through what he achieved at
Calvary’s cross, where he took upon himself the sins of the
whole world and the penalty for those sins. It is also through
his authority as judge at Judgment Day.

Those who have never heard of him, and what he has
done for humanity, will still stand before him as the
righteous Judge. Some who have never heard of Jesus, or
have heard only a distorted message about him, may
discover that they have received Eternal Life, through the
merit of Jesus and through his decision as judge. However,
those who have clearly heard the good news about Jesus,
but have rejected it, are spoken of in the Bible as being
‘condemned’.

How will Jesus judge?
I believe the scriptures make it clear that Jesus will

judge all mankind according to what they have done,
because what we do is a reflection on whether or not we had
true faith. The sort of faith spoken about in the Bible is one
that leads to action towards God.

What we have done will be judged in the light of what
we knew we should have done. In this way no person will
have an excuse and all will be judged with justice. All who
find mercy and are granted Eternal Life will discover
that, irrespective of whether they ever heard of Jesus, it
is solely though his merit that they are saved from
‘Eternal Death’. They will discover the truth of the words of
Jesus, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man comes to
the Father except through me”.
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The rule of God from Jerusalem
I believe the words of Jesus, that he is going to return

to this Earth in visible form and I believe the prophecies
relating to the setting up of a period of perfect rule, as a
demonstration of how the Earth should have been ruled.
This perfect rule will be centred on a literal Jerusalem. I
believe that ultimately God will form ‘a new heavens and a
new Earth’, in which only truth and justice exist. There will
be no more death and no more tears! This is the ultimate
destiny of all who inherit the salvation of God.

Heaven and Hell
Many people suggest that the existence of Hell

conflicts with the love of God and that ultimately all of
humanity will get to Heaven. However, such a view overlooks
the fundamental nature of the cosmic struggle between good
and evil, between God and Satan. Because God made angels
immortal, they cannot be destroyed. He therefore destined for
them a place of ‘eternal confinement’. Any of mankind who
show by their actions that they ally themselves with the
rebellion ‘camp’, will probably find themselves joining the
same destiny.

The Bible says that, It is not God’s wish that any of
humanity should perish, but that all should have Eternal Life.
However, according to the laws governing the spiritual
dimension of reality, Satan has a ‘legal right’ over all who
reject the truth. After all, if you and I continually push God
out of our lives, this is a clear indication of how it can turn
out in the end.

The Bible
The books making up the Bible are our ultimate

authority in matters of faith and doctrine. I believe the many
authors were inspired by God, since the various
contributions compliment each other and are consistent in
overall teaching about the character of God and his
interactions with mankind. Some of the writings are
historical accounts, some poetic, some prophetic and some
cover theology in considerable detail.
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I believe it is incorrect to claim that all of the
scriptures are ‘infallible’ as originally written, because:

1. There are some contradictions in detail regarding
descriptions of historical events. For instance, compare 2
Samuel 24 with 1 Chronicles 21.

2. We do not have any original writings, although we do
know, from many copies available to us, that there have been
few and minor changes over time.

3. Some passages in our Bible were not found in the earliest
manuscripts available to us. For instance the account of the
woman taken in adultery (John 7:53-8:11) and the last part
of Mark’s Gospel (Mark 16:9-20).

4. In the poetic sections, spiritual truths are sometimes
illustrated by beliefs of the time that were not accurate, such
as, God will satisfy your desire for good things so that your
youth is renewed like the eagle’s (Psalm 103:5). Here the
writer is illustrating a spiritual truth by quoting a belief of
his times, namely that eagles soar high into the air to
become younger. This in no way diminishes the spiritual
truth being illustrated.

Some explanations of unusual events are clearly the
interpretation of the writer, such as the sun standing still at
Joshua’s command. Yes, the daylight was prolonged by God’s
intervention in a miraculous way (the timing was miraculous)
but the scientific age provides us with the likely means used
by God to bring this miracle about, namely a comet explosion
in the upper atmosphere causing a very bright afterglow all
night, and causing the recorded rocks falling on the enemy.
A similar event has since happened in recent history.

Clearly, each inspired writer wrote within the
limitations and knowledge of his times. Nevertheless, the
Bible is God inspired, as shown by its consistency of overall
theme, its prophecies that have come to pass, its historical
accuracy revealed by archaeology and its verifiable promises
and principles. These can be put to the test of personal
experience. In particular, the events surrounding the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus stand the test of vigorous
scrutiny.
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Yes, although there are minor discrepancies in
recorded historical details, I do accept that the Bible is our
ultimate authority in all matters of faith and doctrine.
Furthermore, the recorded words of Jesus and their
further elaboration by the apostles, are the final
authority for Christians.
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Chapter 17

Conclusion: The Bible and science are
fully reconcilable

As explained in this book, an acceptance of the
‘voice of God’ speaking to us from the heavens and from
the microscopic ‘universe’ of the quantum dimension,
does not conflict with the Christian faith, nor with the
Bible. Furthermore, we are forced to admit that this
expanded ‘voice of God’ has been revealed to us through
the discoveries of science.

Furthermore, the Gospel message remains the same,
irrespective of when death came into the world. We all know
that we are most definitely mortal right now and destined to
die. Therefore, the Gospel message is the same ‘good news’
that it has always been. It states that we mortals of flesh and
blood can inherit Eternal Life through what God achieved for
us when Jesus Christ died on that Roman Cross.

In addition, we have the promise that we will inherit
new ‘quantum dimension’ bodies, just like that of the
resurrected Jesus and the angels.

However, the challenge to all Christians living in
our scientific and technological generation, is to re-
examine traditional interpretations of the revelations
given to us through the scriptures.

There is also an urgency to bring our theology back in
line with the New Testament and to discard later additions to
Christian doctrine that have deviated from the simplicity of
the early church.

God is busy shaking his church as never before. He is
exposing evil within church structures, such as the
widespread sexual abuse of children and the money making
rackets that characterise much of visible Christianity.
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Where church structures are not prepared for radical
reform, then the call of God to individual Christians is, Come
out of her my people so that you will not share in her sins, so
that you will not receive any of her plagues; for her sins are
piled up to heaven, and God has remembered her crimes
(Revelation 18:4-5).

MORE INFORMATION

Finally, a reminder to my reader that the issues
covered in this book are only part of a more comprehensive
examination of science and Christian belief. I urge you to
take the time to study the book: Jarvis: 2007 ‘God by
Evolution’ ISBN No 978-0-9802770-0-5

A Free 70 page download of that 600 page book is available
from the webpage www.factandfaith.co.za

The ‘God by Evolution’ book contains a detailed index and
reference list.

The webpage also lists how you can obtain copies of the
book, from other outlets.
Check the webpage for updates and information on coming
events.

Books from Fact and Faith Publications

Jarvis, M. 2007: God by Evolution.
ISBN 978-0-9802770-0-5 : 600 pp.

Jarvis, M. 2008. Summary of ‘God by Evolution.
ISBN 978-0-9802770-2-9 : 192 pp.

Jarvis, M. 2008. Come out of her my people.
ISBN 978-0-9802770-4-3 : 40 pp.



203



204


