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The film ‘Is Genesis History?’  has been 
viewed by many, in particular many Christians 
who are attracted to any presentation that 
seems to support their view of the Bible. 
Unfortunately very often presentations such 
as this film and literature associated with the 
film, are not FACT CHECKED. 

It is also true that many Christians do not 
have training in the scientific disciplines from 
which quotations are taken and so they are 
not qualified to determine whether such 
quotations or comments by people in the film 
are in fact trustworthy. 

It is also a fact that many people who take the 
Christian Bible and Jewish Torah seriously, 
have only been exposed to one interpretation 
of the first chapters of the book of Genesis. In 
many cases people have been led to believe 
that this one interpretation is the only 
legitimate interpretation! 

It is my hope and prayer that you are not one of the people who ‘retreat into the darkness of a 
closed mind’ when confronted with information that may challenge your long held views.  

People who have been taught that there is only one legitimate interpretation of Genesis often 
accept without question presentations such as ‘Is Genesis History? It is difficult for those without a 
scientific training to realise that many statements made in the film have no basis in scientific fact 
and are purely speculation. 

This is disturbing to people such as myself who hold the Genesis creation account in high esteem, 
but interpret it in an alternative legitimate way that is reconcilable with our scientific training.  

There certainly are other interpretations of this ancient document that are in harmony with our 
earth being billions of years old and containing long evolutionary processes. Scientific study of the 
creation can reveal that the Creator has used long processes to guide history towards his pre-
determined End Goals. Alternative legitimate interpretations of the Genesis account can be fully 
reconciled with Christian teachings found in the New Testament. 
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My appeal through this article is that people who take the Bible seriously also take seriously the 
FACT that presentations such as ‘is Genesis history?’ are driving many people further away from 
taking the Bible seriously. Hopefully you are someone who is prepared to seriously consider 
presentations about Genesis Creation that are reconcilable with scientific discoveries.  

Reconciling Genesis with real science can hopefully save many in our generation from rejecting the 
Bible as myth. We owe it to our generation and especially our youth, to make it clear that 
interpreting Genesis as a six day creation event is not the only legitimate interpretation. If you are 
prepared to seriously study the alternative views outlined in this article you can possibly save your 
own children or the children of friends from losing their faith when they go to university or to 
other places where the reality of our ancient earth and long evolutionary processes is presented to 
them in a factual and logically convincing manner. 

For instance, my own webpage www.factandfaith.co.za presents one way to reconcile scientific 
discoveries with the Genesis account and with my Evangelical Christian worldview. A key article  
Genesis creation, science and Christianity  is freely downloadable from my webpage or left click on 
this title while holding down the ‘Ctrl’ key. 

The following list summarises the main problems with the film.  

1. It avoids the vast evidence for the ancient age of the universe and earth and merely quotes 
isolated details that the film authors think (without scientific backing) have the potential to 
support their Young Earth theory. Some of this vast evidence for the ancient earth is 
summarised in my article The age of our earth . 
 

2. The film promotes a World-wide Flood as the explanation for the fossil record and proposes 
massive tectonic earth movements during the flood, without providing any scientifically 
acceptable evidence. In fact, the evidence AGAINST a world-wide flood is overwhelming. See 
my article Evidence against a world-wide flood   
 

3. The film claims that all of reality discovered by science must be interpreted by the Genesis 
account and their interpretation of that account. This view is claiming that the Bible is a 
‘scientific textbook’ and fails to realise that all of Creation is ‘the voice of God’. Observation 
of the Creation, as expanded by scientific discovery, vastly increases our knowledge of how 
God has created. We need to take seriously passages like Psalm 19 1-4: The heavens declare 
the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth 
speech; night after night they display knowledge. There is definitely an urgent need amongst 
some Christians to examine their overall view of the Bible. I cover this in my web page article 
A balanced view of the Bible documents 
 
 

4. The film dismisses the ‘Big Bang’ origin of our universe and suggests that all galaxies and 
stars were created instantaneously and that light from distant galaxies reached us 
miraculously, not having to travel at the current speed of light!  

http://www.factandfaith.co.za/
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/23/important-articles/332/10-genesis-creation-science-and-christianity.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/23/important-articles/242/1-the-age-of-our-world.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/23/important-articles/245/4-evidence-against-a-world-wide-flood.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/23/important-articles/354/11-a-balanced-view-of-the-bible-documents.pdf
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These unproven theories, that are easily refuted by basic science, reveal fundamental 
misunderstandings about the Big Bang creation event and the clear evidence for our 
expanding universe that contains on-going creation of stars. 

Scientific discoveries are revealing that the forces holding our universe together are 
incredibly ‘fine-tuned’ and the Big Bang creative event had to have very precise 
characteristics otherwise our life friendly universe could not exist.  In fact the Big Bang, if 
the science is accepted, provides extremely powerful evidence for the creative wisdom 
and power of God! Our intelligently designed universe 

5. The film suggests that the earth has gone through major EPOCHS in which the speed of 
events, such as creation of mountains or continental drift, was dramatically different. 
For instance:  
• At creation they suggest that everything happened almost instantaneously. 
• Before Adam and Eve sinned everything happened very slowly. 
• When they sinned God cursed the world. The carnivorous sharp teeth and claws of 

dinosaurs resulted from the curse. 
• The flood resulted in extinction of the dinosaurs and Noah only took ‘kinds’ of animals 

on board. No explanation of why Noah disobeyed God’s command to take 
representatives of ALL life on board! (Genesis 6:19-21) 

• During the one year long world-wide flood the film suggests everything speeded up. 
Massive mountains were formed, ocean floors raised and gigantic waves deposited all 
the rock strata we can see today. (I wonder how the film creators imagine an ARK could 
have survived such awesome upheavals!) 

• After the flood, all processes such as earth movements dramatically slowed to the very 
slow processes revealed today through scientific studies in geology. The film suggests 
that this has led scientists to assume that the same slow processes always existed and 
therefore they erroneously conclude that the earth is billions of years old. 
 

6. The film also suggests that the radiometric decay process used by scientists to date rocks 
could have been much faster previously and so rocks seem old when they are not. This 
suggestion is ridiculous since each radiometric decay gives off heat and to shrink a 3.5 billion 
year old rock to a 6000 year old rock would have turned our world into a ball of molten rock! 

Why does the film propose all these unrealistic scenarios? 

Early in the film the narrator states that the ‘facts’ revealed by scientific research are neutral facts. 
However, they say that these realities can be looked at from two fundamentally different 
PARADIGMS or ‘starting points”. These are: 

1. A science based paradigm suggesting that the universe and earth are very ancient. 
OR 

2. A Genesis based paradigm in which Genesis is taken as the starting point and arbitrator of 
everything discovered by science. 

https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/92/22-our-intelligently-designed-universe.pdf
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Clearly the film has opted for the Genesis based paradigm and in fact they have opted for only 
ONE INTERPRETATION of Genesis. In order to try and fit the vast accumulation of scientific 
discovery into this interpretation of Genesis, they have created a film that has the following 
major results: 

1. It is a film that satisfies some Christians who do not have the scientific background needed 
to enable them to realise that the film is full of speculation. Superficially it may seem to 
support and satisfy their understanding of the Genesis account. 

2. It is a film that amazes the vast majority of scientists and they either laugh or become angry 
when faced with such unfounded and illogical speculations and distortions of truth. 

3. It is a film that can lead many sincere seekers after truth to conclude that the Bible must be 
myth. Films like these become major STUMBLING BLOCKS in the path of many who are 
sincerely seeking for God. 

The film and evolution 

 The film is very critical of the long evolving processes being revealed by scientific research and yet 
their proposed view of the world-wide flood  requires acceptance of biological evolution, in order to 
explain how the few ‘kinds’ of animals they say Noah  took into the Ark diversified rapidly after the 
flood into the many millions of species existing today. 

Their proposal that Noah only took representative ‘kinds’ of animals into the Ark was necessitated 
by their realisation that the Ark could not have contained all of the world’s millions of creatures, 
including over 5 million insect species. Since the film then proposes this rapid post flood 
diversification and speciation of life forms it would seem logical to assume that the film makers also 
propose that God was in control of this evolutionary process. This raises the question: Why do they 
suggest that other evolutionary processes are not also God ordained and God guided? 

To understand evolution my article may help     Evidence for small-scale and large-scale evolution 

 Misinformation about how the geological rock strata were formed  

The film starts with a discussion of the St Helens volcanic 
eruption in May 1980 and shows that only a few years later 
the resulting ash deposits were transformed by further 
eruptions and water erosion. The narrator uses this to 
illustrate how big changes can happen very fast.  

 

We are then taken to the Grand Canyon (next picture) and shown all the rock layers that scientists 
say were deposited over billions of years. We are asked to accept that these layers could have been 
formed just as fast as the post eruption changes around St Helens! This comparison is false since 
volcanic ash can be moved about rapidly but layers of rock are a completely different scenario. 

The film suggests that these layers of rock were formed during the claimed world-wide flood event!  

https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/97/17-evidence-for-small-scale-and-large-scale-evolution.pdf
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The film narrator suggests that the 
characteristics of each layer are 
explained by massive waves during the 
flood, bringing deposits from different 
areas of the world. However, because 
all of this is supposed to have taken 
place during a world-wide flood, each 
deposited layer should contain fossils of 
marine creatures. The film fails to 
acknowledge that some of the Grand 
Canyon rock strata only contain fossils 
of land based life, not marine creatures! 

In addition to these amazing speculations about deposits during a world-wide flood, we can show 
that the rock layers containing only terrestrial fossils are the Hermit Shale, Super Group, Coconino 
Sandstone and Surprise Canyon Formation. The geological evidence shows that these fossils were 
laid down by a meandering  system of rivers and streams in a semi-arid climate about 280 million 
years ago. This information is from the National Park Service, Grand Canyon 
https://shop.grandcanyon.org/collections/books/geology-and-natural-history  

Conclusions 

I hope this article has highlighted enough of the film claims to show how deceptive the presentation 
is and to show how much damage can result when this film and associated literature is broadcast 
widely on the internet. There are many other inaccuracies not covered in this article! 

Fortunately there are an increasing number of people who believe in God who realise that the Bible 
creation account can be legitimately viewed in ways that are reconcilable with  scientific discoveries 
about our very ancient earth that contains many long creative processes. 

An important challenge facing believers in God is to accept that the creation is increasingly revealing 
that God not only initiated our amazing finely-tuned universe but his creative activities include an 
on-going involvement, so as to guide history towards the outcomes that he has determined. 

I hope and pray that we can all realise how very important it is to seek for truth and to present the 
Bible to the world in a way that does not create a stumbling block in the path of many who are 
seeking for a deeper meaning to life.  

Maybe this article has stimulated you to find the time to open and study all the links given in the 
article and to expand your understanding of the amazing ‘hands on’ Creator. May I suggest that 
you open your mind to even greater mysteries Mysterious energy powerhouse of our universe .  

Dr Michael Jarvis 

PhD zoology (university of Cape Town) 

Director: Fact and Faith Publications. www.factandfaith.co.za  Email: mike@factandfaith.co.za  

https://shop.grandcanyon.org/collections/books/geology-and-natural-history
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/86/28-mysterious-energy-power-house-of-our-universe.pdf
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