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Introduction 
 
In this article I present a summary of why I personally believe in the existence 
of God. I break this up under several headings: 

1. Why I believe in the existence of God as Creator of the Universe. 
2. Why I believe that Jesus Christ is who he claimed to be.  
3. Why I believe in a knowable God. 

 
The question ‘Does God exist?’ is vitally important if we are seriously looking 
for meaning to our brief mortal lives. If he does exist then we can expect that 
we will have to face the probability that our mortal lives are not the end of our 
existence. This in turn should lead us to seriously seek for relationship with our 
Creator. 
 
The following article is designed to stimulate my reader to take these 
questions seriously. This may lead you to set aside time to study this article 
and to study the other related articles that are listed in this article. 

 
1. Why I believe in God the Creator of the Universe 

 
 
People who believe in 
God the Creator 
nevertheless do not all 
have the same 
understanding about 
this God.  
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Different understandings about God as Creator 
  
Some believe God planned the creation of our universe (probably through the 
so-called explosive Big Bang event) but he is not involved in the day to day 
running of the universe. He planned the characteristics of matter and energy 
so that his desired outcomes automatically developed over the billions of years 
of our time scales. Such a view of God may be classified as DEISTIC. 
 
On the other hand, others visualise the Creator God as still being intimately 
involved in the laws and processes of our Universe and that he has and still 
does direct details towards achieving his long-term plans for our earth and for 
humanity. Such a view of God may be classified as THEISTIC. 
 
Within these two broad classifications we find people who view Deistic and 
Theistic in ways that differ in some respects to how I have defined them. 
 
My Theistic view of God in the universe 
 
All scientists involved in studies of our universe agree that our existence 
depended upon a long list of finely tuned characteristics of matter and energy. 
In fact the almost unanimous conclusions facing scientists are: 
 

1.  Either there must have been an almost infinite number of possible 
universes, all with differing characteristics, and we just happen to be in 
the only one suitable for life. Because we are in such a universe we think 
that we were designed by God when in fact we are the result of chance. 
 

2. If these other universes do not exist then we are forced to face the 
conclusion that our universe was designed by an intelligent designer. 
 

Scientists and many other people generally fall into one or other of these 
categories. Those who want to believe in God see the fine tuning as evidence 
for intelligent design. 
 
People who do not want to believe in God have to hold to the suggestion that 
there are or have been billions of other universes. This so-called ‘Multiverse 
theory’ is purely a theory without any scientific backing.  
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In other words, whether we opt for possibility one or two, both require a step of 
faith. We cannot prove either possibility but belief in the multiverse does 
require much more faith than belief in a Creator God. 
            
What is the evidence for fine-tuning? 
 

Several famous physicists, including 
Stephen Hawking worked out that 
the relationship between all the 
fundamentals of our universe are so 
finely tuned that even if we slightly 
changed the 55th decimal point then 
our universe could not exist. Put 
another way, several leading 
scientists have calculated that the 
statistical probability against this fine 
tuning being by chance is in the order 
of 1 in 1055 . 
 
This probability is hard to imagine but 
an illustration may help. Imagine 
covering the whole of the USA with 
small coins, edge to edge. Now 
imagine piling other coins on each of 
these millions of coins. Now imagine 
continuing to pile coins on each coin 
until reaching the moon about 
400,000 km away! 

 
If you were told that within this vast mountain of coins there was one coin 
different to all the others. The statistical chance of finding that one coin is about 
1 in 1055 . In other words the evidence that our universe is designed seems to be 
overwhelming! 
 
What is the evidence for multiple universes? 
 
In order to overcome this awesome evidence against chance, those who 
propose the Multiverse Theory need to face the need for billions of other 
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universes, not just a few. However, so far there is no evidence for any other 
universe and some leading scientists admit that the chance of finding such 
evidence is very small. 
I go into this in greater detail in some of my other articles, such as ‘Our 
Intelligently Designed Universe’ 
  

.Unguided evolutionary processes are not the full story 
 
Scientific research has revealed many long processes in nature, such as the 
expansion of the universe and the changes on earth over long time-scales. For 
instance the process of continental drift that has led to one large continent 
splitting up into several continents over millions of years. We can still observe 
this slow movement, caused by well researched studies of ‘plate tectonics’. 
 
When we come to life and its diversification and its increasing complexity over 
millions of years, some scientists have suggested that this can be explained 
purely via random mutations and natural selection. Many books and scientific 
papers have been written to explain how this probably works, including Richard 
Dawkin’s ‘The selfish gene’. However, during the past 10 years it has become 
clear that these  ideas cannot adequately explain recent discoveries, such as 
‘orphan genes’ and ‘epigenetics’ and the sudden increases in genetic complexity 
that are not clearly seen in the fossil record. 
 
Mutations and natural selection seem to be clearly involved with creating new 
species within any one level of genetic complexity. However, larger changes 
involving development of greater genetic complexity can no longer be explained 

purely on the basis of random 
mutations and natural selection. 
 
We now find articles in scientific 
journals telling us that the 
development of life from simple to 
complex is far more complicated than 
was suggested by Charles Darwin and 
many biologists since his time. 
 
      
      

 

https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/92/22-our-intelligently-designed-universe.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/92/22-our-intelligently-designed-universe.pdf
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Previous concepts of how evolution may work, via small mutations acted upon 
by natural selection, have been challenged by discovery of sudden appearances 
of complex genes (DNA complexes that control formation of proteins within 
cells).These so called ‘orphan genes’ appear without any previous detection in 
closely related organisms where we would have expected to find evolving 
stages in development of these genes. 
 
In addition, we are now faced with so-called ‘Epigenetics’. The Time magazine 
front page, shown below, highlights how choices you make and environmental 
conditions around you can change the way our genes behave. 
 

Of even greater 
significance: 
‘The new science of 
Epigenetics reveals how 
the choices you make 
can change your genes – 
and those of your kids’. 
 
 
There is no doubt that 
biological science and the 
study of how life has 
developed and changed, 
is undergoing a major re-
evaluation. 
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Furthermore, we observe intricate complexities within living organisms and only 
very sketchy information on how these arose over time. My personal conclusion 
is that the Creator uses the processes of change and natural selection that he 
has created but that many complex outcomes, such as the human eye, resulted 
from his ‘hands on’ guiding of the processes. I visualise that at times when 
mutations and natural selection could have resulted in many possible 
outcomes, the Creator guided the processes into ways that would lead to his 
pre-ordained outcomes. 

 
 
How did the Creator guide the 
course of evolution of life and 
its complexities? I can suggest 
that he merely needed to 
exert the influence of his 
awesomely powerful mind. 
 

I expand further on the mind 
and its possible interactions 
with the mysterious quantum 
reality that seems to act 
outside of ime. See my article 
The mystery of consciousness 

 My view on the on-going 
involvement by the Creator, is 
very much influenced by my 
own life experiences. 
 
I have been privileged to 

experience a long sequence of events where my life situations were impacted in 
ways that I can only adequately describe as ‘supernatural’. This led me to realise 
that God not only notices small details in his universe but that, under certain 
circumstances, he interacts with these details. These personal experiences 
helped me to realise that this same God can be aware of minute details in the 
whole universe and is able to interact with these details right down the millions 
of years of life’s history. 
 

https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/98/16-the-mystery-of-consciousness.pdf
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I detail some of these real life experiences in my  article ‘Personal journey of 
discovery’. 
 
In other words, I believe the history of life on earth is another testimony to a 
THEISTIC  God, rather than a DEISTIC one. He was and  is and continues to be 
interacting with details of his creation. 

 
2. Why I believe that Jesus Christ is who he claimed to be. 

One of the articles on my webpage is: 

 ‘Four major reasons to take Jesus seriously’.  
 
The reasons for taking him seriously are considered under four headings: 

1. Because he made very specific and detailed predictions about future 
events that came to pass in great detail after his death. 

2. Because so many details of his life were fulfilments of Old Testament 
Bible predictions relating to the long expected Jewish Messiah. 

3. Because he performed spectacular miracles like no one before him. 
4. Because his resurrection demonstrated that he really was who he 

claimed to be. 

Regarding this last point, there is very substantial evidence in support of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. I expand further on this in my article Considering the 

resurrection accounts of Jesus 

3. Why I believe in a knowable God 
 
Looking back over my life I realise that I have experienced more events that can 
be described as ‘supernatural’, than many other people I have met.  These 
events have left me totally convinced of the existence of a God who is aware of 
minute details, but also of a God who is knowable through experiences. 
 
These experiences mainly began when I was involved in the Rhodesian Bush 
War, during the 1970’s, but have continued since then until now. I describe 
some of them in the article ‘Personal journey of discovery’. When the first event 
happened I prayed “Thank you God, I believe you supernaturally organised 
events so that I am still alive. Please can you organise similar events again” 
 

https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/261/1-personal-journey-of-discovery.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/261/1-personal-journey-of-discovery.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/102/13-four-major-reasons-to-take-jesus-seriously.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/102/13-four-major-reasons-to-take-jesus-seriously.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/88/27-considering-the-resurrection-accounts-of-jesus.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/88/27-considering-the-resurrection-accounts-of-jesus.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/261/1-personal-journey-of-discovery.pdf
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By the end of this war my section commander asked me “How come whenever 
our unit went through dangerous situations you were always there?” 
I did not tell him but in my mind I knew it was because God was answering my 
prayer. 
 
These encounters with God organised events enabled me to, as it were, ‘jump 
over the high walls’ of intellectual questions that stood between me and fully 
believing in God. I had discovered that God was real. Now I could look back at 
the intellectual questions and know with certainty that there must be answers 
to these questions. 
 
I have asked myself why I was privileged to so many times experience God in my 
life situations. My conclusions are as follows: 
 

1. I had a passion to discover God, if he really existed. The Bible says: 
’My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, 
turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, 
and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, 
and if you look for it as for silver 
and search for it as for hidden treasure, 
then you will understand the fear of the Lord 
and find the knowledge of God.  (Proverbs 2:1-5 NIV translation) 
 

2. I loved adventure and often landed up in dangerous situations where I 
was ‘out of my depth’. I believe this exposed me to more occasions where 
God’s intervention was evident. 
 

3. I believe God decided to reveal himself to me because he had destined 
me to tackle the ‘intellectual questions’ that are so real in our generation.  
The Bible says, ‘For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to 
do the good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do’  
(Ephesians 2:10). 

 
4. Whenever I have experienced supernatural events or received 

breakthrough ideas that I sensed were placed there by my Creator, I have 
been quick to acknowledge him and thank him. I believe that this is 
important for anyone seeking God in their lives. 
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5. When God revealed himself to me through some amazing events, I 
realised that I could no longer ‘sit on the fence’, but must respond to the 
Gospel message brought to mankind through Jesus Christ. I could not 
fully understand why it was important to ask Jesus Christ into my life as 
‘Saviour and as Lord’. However, this act of faith led to an acceleration in 
experiencing his reality. 

 
6. I have found that if I live life ‘on the edge’, and step out of my comfort 

zones, in response to my understanding of God’s leading, I am far more 
likely to experience the supernatural at work. It is not every day that I 
experience spectacular interventions by God. However, I personally 
believe that such events happen almost on a daily basis, even though I 
am often unaware of them. I often remark how I seem to be at just the 
right place at the right time. Some might pass these situations off as 
coincidence. I have learnt to thank God for his blessings. 
 

7. I have believed in the protection of God over my physical body. I know a 
time will come when it is God’s time for me to die. However, in the 
meantime I have  trusted in and experienced the truth of the words in 
Psalm 31,  
But I trust in you,  Lord; 
I say, “You are my God.” 
My times are in your hands; 
deliver me from my enemies 
and from those who pursue me. (Psalm 31:1415). 
During the Rhodesian War I experienced this several times and again in 
South Africa with a close encounter with a Nigerian gang and several 
other potentially dangerous situations. 

 
I hope you will read my ‘Personal journey of discovery’.  To encourage you I am 
detailing below just two of the events. 
 
God at work in Belgium: In 1988 I faced some dramatic events that necessitated 
my going to Brussels as part of a legal action. At the time I was employed by the 
South African Department of Agriculture. My goal in Belgium was to locate 
missing family members. This was a private goal financed by my family and 
there is no need to go into details. However, I needed to know if some people  
 

https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/261/1-personal-journey-of-discovery.pdf
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lived at a particular address in Brussels, and to determine this without myself 
being seen at that address. 
 
When my sister heard I needed accommodation in Brussels, she contacted a 
friend who had been at school with her in Kenya, but now lived in Belgium. This 
friend said she was about to spend time with her mother in Germany and I was 
welcome to use her flat in Brussels. On arrival at the flat I discovered that it was 
situated in the very same street as the house I needed to watch. Furthermore, I 
could watch that house from the balcony of this flat! For those of you who know 
the size of Brussels you will appreciate the odds against such an event being 
chance! 
 
During this time in Brussels I found I had to stay longer than planned. I was 
introduced to a small group of English speaking Christians who met informally in 
a school hall. I was asked by some of them why I was in Belgium and I told them 
it was in connection with a pending court case. However, I did not tell anyone of 
my real financial situation. 
 
One family, the Ridings, put me up at a very low rent. However, I still realised 
that I would run out of money before my tasks were completed. After a few 
days, I asked the landlord what he did for a living. He bought old houses, 
renovated them and then resold them at a profit. I offered to help with 
renovations when not otherwise occupied. After a couple of days he told me 
that, if I could help him in this way, I could stay in the accommodation free of 
charge. 
 
In spite of this generosity, my finances were again soon nearly used up and I 
was worried that I would have to cut short my stay before all the work was 
finished. One Sunday, as I sat in the school hall where the Christians met, a 
young German man came up and asked me how I was getting on. I said all was  
fine, I just had to wait for events to happen. He then handed me an envelope 
and said God ‘told’ him to give this to me. I regret I cannot recall this man’s 
name. If he reads this please do contact me. I would love to show my gratitude 
in some way. 
 
When I got to my accommodation, I opened the letter and it contained 20,000 
Belgian Francs. At that time this was a considerable amount of money. I used it 
sparingly on various essentials. For instance, I had to hire a vehicle for a few  
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days to check out something in a small village outside Brussels. By the time I 
finally headed back to South Africa, on a previously purchased return air ticket, I 
still had a little of the Belgian money left over. 
 
On arrival at Johannesburg on a Sunday, I realised I did not have a ticket to Cape 
Town. I went to the ticket desk and intended paying by cheque, since a salary 
had been deposited into my South African account in my absence. However, in 
those days banking was still not well automated and the ticket office told me 
that they could not accept a cheque for payment, and I did not have a credit 
card at that time. The man suggested I go to a bank that was open in the airport 
terminal. Here I encountered the same story. They could only cash a cheque up 
to R100, which was far too little for the ticket. 
 
I was looking for a solution to this problem when the teller asked if perhaps I 
had some foreign currency on me. I remembered the Belgian francs and when 
he changed these into Rands, together with the R100 cheque, it was just 
enough money to purchase my one-way ticket to Cape Town! 
 
I hope my reader can begin to see why I now believe in a God who does intervene 
in human affairs, especially when the human is in desperate situations and when 
that human exerts a measure of faith and trust in this God. I am quite sure that 
he is actively involved in this world at all times, but we only become particularly 
aware of this at certain times. 
 
A near miss with gangsters:  In 2002 I received a phone call from a man who said 
he was from Nigeria. He said he wanted to meet me to talk about ostrich 
farming and asked if we could meet in Cape Town. This would have meant a 
drive of 60 km and I told him I was busy, but maybe we could meet the next 
day. He suggested meeting at a petrol station on the main highway at 10 am the 
next day. 
            
A few hours after this conversation I received another telephone call from a 
policeman. He asked for my name. He then mentioned the Nigerian’s name and 
asked whether I had met him. I told the policeman that I had not yet met him 
and explained my telephone call. The policeman then told me that I was ‘a very 
lucky man’. The police had just arrested this Nigerian, together with four others 
in his gang. He assured me that these men were very dangerous criminals.  
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This again illustrated how God sometimes makes his presence known through 
the split second timing of events. If it happens occasionally I might be tempted 
to say “what a lucky co-incidence”. However, I now know that these many 
events were initiated and guided by the ‘finger of God’. 
 

My conclusions 
 
Although I still have questions relating to God and his interactions with our 
world and with humanity, I have no doubt about the following: 

1.  His existence. 
2. That he is a THEISTIC Creator who remains intimately involved in his 

universe. 
3. That Jesus Christ was who he claimed to be, namely God’s ultimate and 

greatest testimony of himself, his character and his plans for your life and 
mine, both during our few days of mortality, but also going on into our 
destiny in the Timeless Dimension of reality. 

4. That God is knowable in personal experience. 
 
For me, the greatest discovery was that through Jesus Christ I can gain access 
into a personal relationship with my Creator. This has not resulted in dramatic 
events every day. However, as I look back over time I realise how often he has 
interacted in my life in a variety of ways. This has not only been through 
delivering me from dangerous or difficult situations but also through giving me 
insights into questions and problems where my human wisdom was insufficient, 
and leading me to places where I could see I was in the right place at the right 
time. 
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