Comparing the two creation accounts in Genesis Dr Michael Jarvis

When we compare the accounts given of creation in Genesis chapter 1 and chapter 2, there
are some striking differences. Some people consider they actually contradict each other
while other people attempt to reconcile these differences by suggesting that neither
account is meant to be understood literally.

| personally accept that all scripture was inspired by God. In other words Moses, who is the
most widely accepted writer of Genesis, was inspired by God to sift through all the creation
stories originating from ancient times and which he most probably saw while being raised as
a Prince of Egypt. | accept that he was guided by God to write what he did and so the
Genesis accounts should not be in conflict with each other, nor with the discoveries of
science.

My own understanding of these two accounts is that they certainly do contain some
symbolic content but they are not in conflict. The following analysis outlines how |
reconcile them.

Genesis chapter 1 outlines God’s creative acts in six periods called ‘Yom’s’ in the original
Hebrew. In my previous article ‘Reconciling the Bible creative account with science’, | point
out why it is possible to translate these ‘Yom’ days as long periods of time, rather than 24
hour days.

In that previous article | detail my understanding of how to reconcile the Genesis account
with the discoveries of science. The order in which key stages in the evolution of life are
being revealed to us by science are not in conflict with Genesis, provided we look again at
how the original account has been translated. Many Bible scholars have not attempted to
make such a reconciliation and some of them view the accounts as mainly a powerful poetic
expression of the fact that God is the Creator.

While I can respect that viewpoint | personally opt for what is often called a ‘concordist’
approach. In other words | consider that it is possible to reconcile the order of events
described in Genesis chapter 1 with the scientific discoveries of our generation. If you are
motivated to follow my reasoning relating to that reconciliation please download from my
webpage the free article mentioned above.

| wish to concentrate now on some very significant points that come to light when we
compare Genesis chapter 1 with the account in Genesis chapter 2.

Most modern English language translations of the original Hebrew obscure some key
details. Chapter 2 from verse 4 gives a very brief summary of creation, so as to put the
Garden of Eden events into the correct context. The summary, in most modern translations
such the NIV Bible reads:

‘This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created’.



However, this translation has overlooked the fact that the original text includes the word
YOM. It should read: ‘This is the account of the heavens and the earth in the
YOM that they were created’.

In other words, this summary in chapter 2 combines creation of the heavens and earth all in
one YOM. The account then goes on to give further details of some creative actions that
took place during this one creative ‘Yom’.

In chapter 2 we read about God’s creation of the earth: ‘When the Lord God made the
earth and the heavens and no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the
earth and no plant of the field had yet sprung up, for the Lord God had not
sent rain on the earth and there was no man to work the ground, but streams
came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground, the
Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being’ (NIV translation).

The whole of this account is given in ONE long sentence. It is clearly an attempt to
summarise creation up to mankind.

The description includes more than one of the creative days of Genesis chapter 1. For
instance the streams watering the earth could only have been possible after creative day 3

of Genesis 1, where it reads “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one

place, and let dry land appear”. Clearly there could not be ‘streams watering the
whole surface of the ground until after day 3 of the Genesis chapter 1 account.

So, in this extremely brief and partial summary of creation, all given in one long sentence,
we are told that it all took place in one YOM! This should prompt us to question whether it
is right to insist, as some people do, that the six YOM’s of Genesis 1 are 24 hour days. Clearly
the word Yom can be translated as more than one day, as shown by the above comparisons
of the two creation accounts.

Once we can accept that Genesis chapter 2 is not a different creation account but merely a
brief sentence to put the Garden of Eden events into context, then it opens the way to
discovering some other very significant details in the Garden of Eden account.

We note that the account now moves to the creation of a very specific individual man called
Adam. God placed him is a special garden that the Lord had planted. This creating of the

garden apparently involved a long process since we read ‘“And the Lord God made all
kinds of trees grow out of the ground — trees that were pleasing to the eye
and good for food’ (NIV translation)



We note two interesting details:
1. God did not simply create the trees out of nothing. He made them ‘grow out of the
ground’ just like all trees still grow today. This is a process that takes years!
2. He only planted trees pleasing to the eye and good for food. Clearly it was a special
garden not typical of other places.

How do we know that the Garden of Eden was not typical of other parts of the earth?

We know this from the Genesis chapter 1 account where it is clearly stated that God made
everything that was made. We also know that not all trees are pleasant to the eye or good
for food. In fact many trees have poisonous fruit. Clearly the narrative is stating that the
Garden of Eden was a real place and a specially planted place, designed for a specific test or
demonstration.

Why do | believe the Garden of Eden was an actual place?

The account gives great detail of where it was, including the river names that originated
near the garden and including the names of lands that the rivers flowed through and
minerals that are found there. We can identify these rivers today and they all originate in
one small area in modern day Turkey.
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Another fascinating commentary on the geographic locality comes from a genetic study of
the first seven crops domesticated by mankind. We can trace them all back to a small area
on the borders of modern Syria and Turkey. This area is somewhere within a 200 kilometre
circle on the upper reaches of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers (two of the rivers mentioned in
the Garden of Eden account (Kleiner 2006). See area in Eastern Turkey on the map above.

Having briefly outlined why | believe that the Garden of Eden was a real place, we can look
further at the word YOM. We read that, before God created Eve, he gave Adam some tasks
to do:

‘Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field
and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would
name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its
name. So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all
the beasts of the field. BUT for Adam no suitable helper was found. So the
Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping,
he took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the place with flesh. Then the
Lord God made a woman from the rib’ (NIV translation).

Firstly, we should note that when it says God made all the creatures from the dust of the
earth, (out of the ground) this does not mean (in the light of Genesis chapter 1) that they
were only created at the time of the Garden of Eden. The description ‘out of the ground’
simply means that all life is created from the elements of this earth, just as we are also ‘dust
and to dust we shall return’. The passage is merely reminding the reader that all creatures
originate from the ‘dust of the earth’. We are all mortal!

Of even more profound significance is the fact that the Garden of Eden events show that
many days elapsed between the creation of Adam and the creation of Eve. It
would have taken many days for Adam to name all the animals and birds! Those who stick
rigidly to a translation of Genesis chapter 1, in which they regard days as being 24 hour
days, must now face a real problem. This problem arises when we compare chapter 2 with
the Genesis chapter 1 description of the creation of mankind: we read that ‘in the sixth

DAY God made mankind, both male and female’.

| believe this comparison of the two accounts relating to the creation of mankind forces us
to come to at least two possible conclusions:

1. Either the two accounts are contradictory in relation to the creation of mankind or
the Genesis 1 reference to the ‘sixth day’ does not mean a 24 hour day.

2. That the Genesis 1 sixth day describes the creation of mankind, but the Garden of
Eden account in chapter 2 describes the creation of one unique man and later one
unique woman.



My own understanding is that Genesis chapter 1 describes the sequence of God’s creative
acts spread over long timescales, leading finally to anatomically modern mankind. Then
chapter 2 and the Garden of Eden events detail a stage in the history of mankind when
God decided to interact spiritually and very personally with mankind. To do this he formed
one man, probably by using genetics from the mankind that he had already created. He
could have formed Adam in a similar way to the way he created Eve from Adam’s genetics.

God took something out of the living Adam and created Eve from that something (many
possible meanings of word ‘rib’). However, the whole of God’s plans for Homo sapiens, as a
spiritual being, started in the Garden of Eden. Adam and Eve were the first of humanity to
be given a new spiritual capacity through God breathing into them his Holy Spirit.

The Garden of Eden was a unique and perfect environment for God to demonstrate that
when mankind are given a law from God to obey, they inevitably will fail to live up to it. This
was the case even though Adam and Eve were placed in a unique garden where there was
nothing to harm them. They could not blame their failure to obey on any bad environmental
influence. They were in ideal surroundings and they had an intimate relationship with their
Creator and were given instruction in new knowledge and probably the first complex
language.

The Garden of Eden interactions between God and the Adamic family were the inputs
needed to fast track anatomically modern mankind into an explosion of invention and
progress, as has been documented by archaeology. There was a very sudden dramatic
appearance in the Middle East of complex civilisation, with diversification of buildings, art,
metal smelting, writing and organised religion.

All the following interactions of God with humanity, down through human history, started
here in the Garden of Eden. It had to be a real Adam and a real Garden because it was a real
demonstration that mankind needed a Saviour. The rest of the Old Testament account leads
us via Israel and many other events, towards the fulfilment of God’s pre-ordained plan of
salvation and his ultimate plans for humanity on planet Earth.

There is much in this study that is open to varying interpretations but mine can be
summarised as follows:
1. The creation days of Genesis chapters one and two were not 24 hour periods. They
were prolonged periods of time.
2. Mankind were brought into existence on earth during the sixth creative period.
3. The Garden of Eden events are an account of God’s first spiritual interaction with
mankind, via a chosen individual called Adam and his wife Eve.
4. There was a real Adam and a real Eve but they were not the first of humanity.

Why did God not simply take one of the existing humanity and place him in the Garden of
Eden? My suggestion is that God’s demonstration needed a ‘clean slate’. In other words He
needed Adam to be free from any influence that could come from existing humanity. Why



did he create Eve from Adam’s genetics? | suggest because Eve also needed to be free from
all other influences of surrounding humanity.

Thus the Garden of Eden should, | believe, be considered as a real place with a real Adam
and Eve. The demonstration given through God’s command to them, was that humanity
were of themselves unable to be 100 % obedient to their Creator. The significance of this
relates to the biblical descriptions of the universe being involved in a cosmic conflict
between good and evil, personified as between God and Satan.

We read that at some stage Satan and some rebellious angels were cast down to this Earth.
If this is the case then Earth has become a conflict zone between God and all that is
rebellious.

The moment mankind disobeyed their Creator they became part of the rebellion and Satan
could claim humanity for himself.

On what grounds could Satan claim humanity? He could remind God that he is the
unchanging God. He pronounced upon the angelic rebellion that the penalty was ultimate
separation from God’s intimate presence. We read in the Bible that Hell was created for
Satan and his demons (fallen angels). The sentence of separation now had to apply to
mankind because we had also fallen into the rebellion camp.

Before God interacted with mankind in the Garden of Eden, there was what we would today
call sin or wrongdoing within mankind. However, this was overlooked by God because He
had not yet given a commandment to mankind. Sin is defined as disobedience against a law
or standard given by God. Pre-Adamic mankind had not been given a law from God. It was
only when Adam and Eve knowingly broke a law of God that this revealed the true nature of
sin and the fundamental nature of good and evil. Adam and Eve were the first to introduce
sin to the human race. Their disobedience, in spite of all their advantages and perfect
surroundings, tells us that in like manner all of mankind would have done the same.

For those of you interested to see how this relates to Christian teachings may | urge you to
read chapters 8, 9, 10 and 11 in my free download book ‘Big Bang Christianity’. Chapter 11
also includes a detailed commentary on passages such as Romans 5:12-20.

Although God knew in advance what would happen in the Garden of Eden he still went
ahead with Creation. Furthermore, because Adam and Eve demonstrated that mankind
cannot of themselves obey their Creator, God temporarily withdrew from the sort of
intimate relationship that he had with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. So in reality the
whole of humanity were affected and suffered through the Garden of Eden events, even
though only Adam and Eve sinned. Humanity now had to wait until God revealed another
plan to rescue them from the destiny pronounced for all rebellion in the universe.



That rescue plan was needed because all of humanity had now fallen into the same
rebellion camp as Satan. The Christian message is that God himself has taken upon himself
the sentence he pronounced on rebellion. Although there was no legal reason why he
should identify intimately with the sin and rebellion of mankind, he nevertheless became a
man and dwelt amongst us and in every way identified with humanity, even to the
experiencing of death.

So we read:

‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the
new has come! All of this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the
world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has
committed to us the message of reconciliation.

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5: 17-21)

We can only start to understand this when we accept what the scriptures say regarding the
future. God has plans for humanity that could never have materialised if the Garden of Eden
events had not taken place. These plans also relate to the ultimate victory of good over evil;
of God over Satan. These plans stretch out much further than human history. They stretch
out into eternity.
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