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The phrase ‘God of the Gaps’ is derived from 
situations where people have sometimes placed 
God into aspects of reality that science cannot 
explain. 

Where this approach has been used by 
Christians or by other people who believe in 
God, as proof that he exists, it has increasingly 
had a negative result. The negative result has 
arisen because many previously unexplained 
events or realities have progressively been 
explained in terms of known laws and processes 
of the universe. 

As a result, the ‘God of the Gaps’ has become smaller and smaller! 

Clearly, only putting God into GAPS in our knowledge is not a wise approach when 
explaining why we believe that he exists. 

So, where is God?  

What evidence do we have for God’s existence? 

What is God’s relationship with his creation? 

Is God intimately involved in every aspect of reality? 

In our scientific generation, in which knowledge about the universe has expanded 
dramatically, scientists conclude that there was a beginning (Big Bang) and since then the 
universe has been expanding. As we peer into space with ever more powerful telescopes, 
looking at light that reaches us after billions of years of hurtling through space at nearly 
300,000 km per second, we can see many evolving scenarios in space and also evolving 
processes on our earth. We can see that stars are formed and change over time and Black 
Holes are in the process of swallowing up stars around them. It is a changing reality. 

When we look at our earth we can see processes spread over long time-scales, such as the 
slow and measurable movements of whole continents and we can see from fossils that 
many life forms became extinct and were replaced by new and more complex creatures. 
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What God do we believe in? 

Some people who believe that God designed the universe and set the creative laws in 
motion also believe that he is no longer involved in a ‘hands on’ way. In other words he lets 
things develop purely as a result of the laws and processes that he put in place at the 
beginning.  

Other people believe that God is still intimately involved in his creation and is guiding 
outcomes so as to achieve his planned ‘End Goals’. This is my personal understanding and is 
the approach that I believe is consistent with my understanding of science and the Bible. 

Evidence for existence of God 

There certainly are many gaps in our knowledge about the universe. For instance, how to 
explain the incredible fine-tuning of fundamental forces that was necessary for our universe 
to exist and to be suitable for life. 

Physicists, such as the late 
Stephen Hawking, have 
pointed out that the statistical 
chance of these fundamental 
forces being exactly the 
required strength is incredibly 
small. 

The probability against chance 
has been variously calculated 
to be at least 1 in 1055 

One illustration of this unlikely scenario: 

If you could cover the whole of North 
America with small dime coins, edge to edge 
and north to south and east to west. Now, if 
you place other layers of coins on each of 
these coins and keep piling until you reach 
the moon, some 400,000km away, the 
probability of you finding one coin that was 
different from the rest is about 1 in 1029. 
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Dr Philip Calcott (physicist), in a personal communication, has re-calculated this coin 
illustration and discovered (hold your breath) that to reach this 1 in 1055 probability you 
would have to extend the mountain of small coins all the way to the edge of the observable 
universe, some  45 billion light years away. Even that would not reach the 1 in 1055 
probability. 

To reach this probability against the universe fine-tuning being the result of chance you 
would have to repeat this mountain of coins to the edge of the observable universe 100 
million times !!! 

Even before our scientific age the power and glory of God was evident from looking at his 
creation. Now we are blessed to have the revelations of science, such as the statistics about 
the fine-tuning. We do not need to look for GAPS in which to put God.  

The enormous size and age of the universe is revealed by our powerful telescopes and the 
Intricate Complexities of life are revealed to us through microscopes. As the Kalam 
Cosmological Argument says: Whatever exists has a cause of its existence. Our universe 
exists and so it has a cause of its existence and that cause is God. 

Intricate Complexities and Mysteries 

Scientific research is increasingly revealing 
how amazing our universe is. It is full of 
Intricate Complexities and Mysteries. To 
those of us who are looking for evidence of 
God’s existence, we do not have to point to 
GAPS in knowledge. We are simply awed by 
the totality of creation. 

 

       

The human eye is just one of millions of examples of Intricate Complexity that seem to be 
‘designed for a purpose’. The fundamental question is; How was that design achieved? Can 
science discover the history of how God created the eye? 

Was it achieved purely as the end result of a very long process of advantageous mutations 
being selected by the environment, or were these processes guided by the Mind of the 
Creator? 
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Our concept of God 

An important question facing believers in 
God relates to our ‘concept of God‘. 

Is he the God who planned this universe 
and set it in motion but is not involved in 
guiding the laws and processes towards 
his desired outcomes, or, is he the God 
who has and still does guide the laws and 
processes that he set in motion? 

 

For instance, Intricate Complexities such as our eyes. Are they purely the result of laws and 
processes that have led to increasingly complex eyes over the millions of years of earth’s 
history or are they the result of God using these same laws and processes but GUIDING 
them through many possible scenarios – so as to ensure the final design of our eyes? 

Leading scientists freely admit that the universe is full of Intricate Complexities that ‘Appear 
to have been designed for a purpose’. However, science does not have the tools needed to 
determine whether the Creator is involved in these outcomes. Scientists such as the late 
Stephen Hawking and Richard Dawkins prefer to leave God out of their understanding. 

Science is progressively revealing more details of how the laws and processes in our 
universe have led to the outcomes we see around us. However, scientists cannot say 
whether or not the unseen MIND of the Creator has guided the processes being uncovered 
through scientific research. 

Am I suggesting a form of God of the Gaps? 

I repeat my understanding of Creation, namely that the Creator not only set this universe 
into existence but he is still intimately aware of every event and process down through the 
millions of years of earth history. 

Not only is he intimately aware of every event, but he is also guiding outcomes so as to 
ensure certain end goals are reached. 

If we propose that the Intricate Complexities and Mysteries of reality are the end result of 
the on-going GUIDING of God, does this mean that we are advocating another form of 
GOD of the GAPS? 
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I am not proposing a specific GAP in which to place God. It is the whole of reality that is a 
GAP in our human understanding of the universe origin and how God ‘upholds it’ and how 
he has ensured that specific outcomes were and are achieved. 

The so-called ‘Kalam Cosmological Argument’ in its simplest form, states that: 

(1) Whatever begins to exist has a cause of its existence. 

(2) The universe began to exist.  

(3) Therefore, the universe has a cause of its existence and I choose to believe that God is 
that cause. 

This is not an argument that can be fully investigated by science, except that science can 
determine that the universe exists and that it had a beginning to its existence. Science can also 
reveal something of the laws and processes that normally operate in the universe and it can 
progressively reveal past stages that have resulted in the Intricate Complexities that have 
arisen within the universe. 

The fundamental GAP in which all believers in God have to place the Creator is a GAP 
that can be described in various ways, depending on his or her concept of how God has 
created the universe and how he still operates in his universe.  

In my understanding, reconciling observed realities in a way that is consistent with 
revelations about God in the Bible, demands describing God in a way that is often called 
Theistic. In other words he is the Creator who has continued his creative activity right 
through the history of our world, by guiding the outcomes of the laws and processes that he 
initiated.  

Justifying these conclusions 

I suggest that this understanding of the on-going creative activity of God is supported by 
four main reasons: 

1. Because the whole of reality is filled with Intricate Complexities and relationships 
between fundamental forces of nature that cry out against CHANCE and Natural 
Selection being the ONLY guiding force that has led to existing outcomes.  
 

2. Because the Bible describes God as the Creator and on-going guide of outcomes. 
 
 

3. Because my personal experiences of God acting in my life situations revealed to me a 
God who is aware of my every detail and he has guided me through a number of life 
threatening situations by arranging split second timing of his interventions. Because 
he has revealed himself to me in this way I have no problem accepting that he has  
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exerted the same degree of involvement in multitudes of situations during the 
history of life on earth. See my ‘Personal journey of discovery’ on my webpage. 
 

4. Because Jesus demonstrated aspects of how God creates and at times temporarily 
overrules natural laws.  I elaborate further on this later in this document. 

Bible descriptions of God’s creative activity 

In the first chapters of the Bible (my comments within brackets) 

1. The heavens and earth were created by God (All things exist because of the creative 
activities of God: Genesis 1:1). 

2. Each creative stage (‘days’ of Genesis chapter 1) was prefaced with the words “And 
God said”. (Here we see that God’s interaction with creation continues during 
progressive events on earth). 

3. During the 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th creative period we read “And God saw that it was 
good”. (God was closely monitoring all these events and pronouncing his satisfaction 
with outcomes. The Hebrew word translated as ‘good’ can also mean ‘better’. In 
other words each creative stage meant that earth was becoming better for its main 
purpose, namely the creation of mankind). 

4. The Garden of Eden events involved intimate creative interactions between God and 
Adam and Eve. For instance, God made garments of skin for Adam and Eve. These 
clothes did not come into existence purely from interactions between the laws of the 
universe! 

God’s actions throughout human history 

There are numerous examples of how God guided individual people like Abraham. He 
interacted with him as an individual and guided circumstances to protect him and prepare 
him to be the ‘Father of many nations’. 

God’s creative activities as described in other Bible passages (NIV translation) 

1. Proverbs 8:22-30. Here we are told that God’s creative wisdom guided developments 
on earth, “Then I (wisdom) was the craftsman at his side, I was filled with delight day 
after day, rejoicing in his world and delighting in mankind”. (This describes some of 
God’s creative actions within time, as a craftsman, making things by design, ‘day 
after day’). 
 

2. John 1: 1-3.  ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were  
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made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that 
life was the light of men’. (The word translated here as ‘made’ can imply original 
creation and also ‘made from other existing things’. The clear message is that God is 
intimately involved with all outcomes within creation). 

3. Colossians 1:15-17.  ‘He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were 
created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together’. (Here we read the same message, stating that the Creator is constantly 
involved in all aspects and events within creation). 
 

4. Hebrews 1: 1-3. ‘In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at 
many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. The 
Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, 
sustaining all things by his powerful word’.  

Here and in other Bible passages we encounter how God operates independently from 
time. The ‘time travelling Jesus’ was present at the creation and was instrumental in the 
creative actions. This shows us that, although God exists in a Timeless Dimension, he can 
still interact with events in our ‘Arrow of Time’ universe. 

We encounter the ‘time travelling’ Jesus: 

• We encounter Jesus as ‘God walking in the Garden of Eden in the cool of the day’ 
(Genesis 3: 8-9). 

• We encounter him looking like a man talking with Abraham and Abraham addressing 
him as God. (Genesis chapter 18) God’s two companions were angels, as revealed in 
chapter 19. 

• We encounter him ‘wrestling with Jacob’ (Genesis 32: 221-30). 
• We encounter him speaking ‘face to face’ with Moses in the Tent of Meeting 

(Numbers 12: 6-8). 
• We encounter him appearing to Joshua before the battle of Jericho (Joshua 5:15). He 

is identified as God by his words “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 
standing is holy”. This reminds us of God appearing to Moses in the ‘burning bush’. 
(Exodus 3:5). Appearances of angels in other Bible passages never speak of it being 
‘holy ground’ or the need to take off sandals. 
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• We fully encounter God as Jesus Christ when he was walking the dusty roads of 
Israel. On numerous occasions he revealed his ability to suspend or overrule the 
normal functioning of the laws of the universe. We refer to these occasions as 
‘miracles’. 

These events, during the earthly life of Jesus, emphasise that God is aware of every detail all 
the time. No wonder Jesus said, Your Heavenly Father notices when one sparrow falls to the 
ground and he knows how many hairs are on your head (Matthew 10: 29-30). 

Jesus as our best example of God’s creative actions 

Jesus, who is revealed to us as God the Creator in human form, frequently demonstrated 
his ability to speak (word) and cause temporary suspension of the normal laws operating in 
the universe. For instance: 

• He turned water into wine (John 2:1-11). 
 

• He walked on water (Matthew 14:22-33, Mark 6: 45-51, John 6: 18-21).  
  

• He healed many sicknesses for which people of that time had no cure and restored 
withered limbs. 
    

• He demonstrated his authority over death (Luke 7:11-17, Luke 8: 49-56, John 11: 1-
44). 
 

• Jesus was himself raised from death (Matthew 28: 1-20, Mark 16: 1-20, Luke 24: 1-
49, John 20: 1-25). 

Jesus demonstrated how God, with his super MIND, only needs to THINK into situations in 
order to overrule the normal operation of the laws that he put in place at the beginning of 
his creative acts. Is this a Timeless Dimension law of Mind over Matter? 

His mind and thoughts lead to speech (His words of command). 

In like manner, His words of command enable the Creator to guide the course of universe 
evolution, so as to ensure achievement of the outcomes he desires.  

The history of life on earth includes many situations where events could have gone in a 
number of different ways. Biologists observe how seemingly chance mutations can change 
organisms, either for their good or their harm.  

If God decides that a particular mutation will lead to a further step towards one of his end 
goals then his ‘Word of Command’ can, I believe, select one mutation rather than a different  
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one. The scientist has no way of determining whether the Mind of God influenced the 
situation.  

 God had in mind the goal of creating humanity, because the creation of beings with 
intellect and free will was part of his plan to give us an opportunity to  become his sons and 
daughters ( Ephesians 1: 3-14). 

God also planned, before the creation of the world, to enable us to be part of an amazing 
destiny reaching into the Timeless Dimensions of Eternity. 

 Conclusions 

The Creator God is far too awesome and great to be placed within any current GAP in our 
knowledge about the universe. 

I believe the Intricate Complexities that are progressively being discovered by science are all 
the result of God’s creative activity. This creative activity resulted in the fundamental laws 
and processes of the universe that had to be incredibly finely tuned for this universe to exist 
and be suitable for life. God’s creative activity has continued throughout the ages of time 
and throughout the evolution of the universe, and throughout his creative actions on earth. 

This is all reconcilable with revelations about God in 
the Bible. I personally believe that we need to 
understand that he is the ‘hands on’ Creator who 
has guided processes and outcomes. This has been 
achieved through his intimate knowledge of every 
detail and his ability to think into situations with his 
super cosmic Mind and so influence outcomes, if 
necessary by temporarily suspending the laws that 
normally operate in the universe. 

The Mind of God creates thoughts and then issues commands (The Word) and the mere 
thinking into situations is probably enough to cause processes to be directed towards his 
pre-determined end goals. 

Our faith in the ‘HANDS ON’ Creator can be strengthened by observing how God has acted 
within human history and supremely how Jesus (the Creator in human form) acted while 
here on earth. 

This is my understanding of God as Creator. He is the Creator who is in all things, through 
all things and in him all things hold together. He is the ‘hands on’ God who actively guides 
his universe towards outcomes that he decided to bring into existence. 
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Some people struggle to accept that God can be so ‘hands on’ in his creative activities. 
They may prefer to believe in a God who brought everything into existence almost 
instantaneously.  

Although Christians may vary in their understanding of God as Creator, in this scientific 
age we need to re-examine our beliefs and formulate our concepts of God in the light of 
scientific discoveries, human history, Bible revelations and supremely by taking the 
actions and teachings of Jesus Christ as our example. 

Dr Michael Jarvis        20 September 2020 

PhD zoology (University of Cape Town)  Webpage: www.factandfaith.co.za  

Email: mike@factandfaith.co.za    PO Box 292, Wellington, 7654, South Africa 

 

http://www.factandfaith.co.za/
mailto:mike@factandfaith.co.za

