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Introduction 

If we desire to persuade millions in our generation that it is possible to achieve 
reconciliation between the discoveries of science and belief in God as Creator, we will fail in 
our endeavour unless we start by accepting some major discoveries of science. This is 
because millions of people raised in our scientific and technological generation, have 
accepted these major discoveries. 

If our approach to reconciliation is based partly 
on trying to question the validity of scientific 
discoveries, we will possibly persuade a few 
people who are not familiar with how scientific 
discoveries are reached, but amongst the vast 
majority of educated people with high school 
or university training in science, these attempts 
to support a view of God as Creator will fail. 

 

We also fail to impact the majority of people in our generation if we judge and interpret 
science by quoting from the Bible. The Bible does have immense relevance once we are 
prepared to re-examine our interpretations of key texts. In this way we can discover that the 
theological and scientific conclusions are fully reconcilable. 

I have been on a long journey from serious questioning as a university student majoring in 
zoology, to becoming intellectually and experientially convinced that the Creator God is a 
reality. This journey is outlined in my webpage article  ‘Personal journey of discovery’. 

Scientific discoveries that are Fundamental 

1. The enormous size and great age of the universe, namely at least 200 billion galaxies 
each composed of billions of stars and these galaxies are stretched out over at least 
13 billion light years of space. The universe is billions of earth years old. 
 

2. The universe is expanding in all directions at great speed, indicating that it started 
from a creation event that science often refers to as the Big Bang.  
 

3. The fossil record shows increasing complexity of life, spread over millions of years, 
and the oldest rocks contain the less complex organisms. 
 

https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/261/1-personal-journey-of-discovery.pdf


2. 
 

4. There are many scientific disciplines revealing that our earth is at least 4.5 billion 
years old. 
 

5. The present diversity and distribution of plant and animal life on different continents 
is explained primarily by the very slow process of continental drift. For instance, 
Australia has marsupial mammals like kangaroos and no indigenous placental 
mammals, because Australia split away from other land before placental mammals 
dominated the other continents and largely caused marsupials to be eliminated. 
 

6. Basic science shows that a world-wide flood about 4,500 years back, as suggested by 
one interpretation of the Bible account, did not occur. Only much more localised 
floods rook place. 
 

7. Death has been a fundamental aspect of all life from the dawn of life, as shown from 
the fossil record and from the study of ecology, with life cycles and competition 
between predators and prey being essential for maintaining the ‘Balance of Nature’. 
 

8. Modern humanity was preceded by other branches of humanity, such as 
Neanderthals and our homo sapiens species has existed on earth for at least 200,000 
years and has been present in Europe for at least 40,000 years. 

Theory of Evolution? 

You will notice that the above 8 points do not mention 
the Theory of Evolution. A discussion of how life 
developed with increasing complexity over long time-
scales, is not the most fundamental question in our 
search for reconciliation between the major discoveries 
of science and an acceptance of God as Creator. 

Since Charles Darwin proposed the Theory of Evolution, 
the scientific understanding of evolutionary processes within life have changed and are still 
changing. Although science can provide good evidence of how life changes to produce new 
species, within each level of genetic complexity, the mechanisms of evolution between 
different levels of complexity are still poorly understood.  

A discussion of how these processes of evolution relate to our concept of God as Creator, 
needs to be undertaken, but preferably only after the above 8 fundamentals have been 
found to be reconcilable with our acceptance of God as Creator. 

 



      3. 

Our concept of God 

The scientific fundamentals are either accepted or rejected by people who undertake a 
quest to reconcile mainstream scientific discoveries with their concept of God as Creator. 
Large variables in this discussion are due to the variety of views about God and by the 
extent to which people are willing to accept the 8 fundamentals listed above and by the 
extent to which they are prepared to look at alternative interpretations of some key Bible 
passages. 

My approach is based primarily on acceptance of these 8 scientific fundamentals. My 
concept of God as Creator also accepts that the One who brought this universe into 
existence, does reveal some details of his creative methodology through what has been 
created and this is increasingly being revealed to us through science. 

King David of old had some understanding of this 
truth when he wrote: The heavens declare the glory 
of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day 
after day they pour forth speech; night after night 
they display knowledge (Psalm 19: 1-2). 

To explain how it is possible to reconcile acceptance 
of these 8 fundamental conclusions from science, 
with acceptance of God as Creator and with 
acceptance of the relevance of the Bible creation 
account, I explain this through articles freely 
downloadable from   www.factandfaith.co.za 

The website homepage lists some of the most 
important articles and it is best to read them in the order listed on the webpage or from the 
links listed below. 

1. The Age of our world 
2. The DAYS of Genesis creation account 
3. Reconciling the Genesis creation account with science 
4. Evidence AGAINST a world-wide flood 
5. The Garden of Eden 
6. Adam and Eve? 
7. What did Adam and Eve lose? 
8. The origin of Death 
9. A new look at Evangelical Christianity 
10. The Genesis Creation, Science and Christianity 

 

https://www.factandfaith.co.za/
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/23/important-articles/242/1-the-age-of-our-world.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/23/important-articles/243/2-the-days-of-genesis-creation-account.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/23/important-articles/244/3-reconciling-the-genesis-creation-account-with-science.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/23/important-articles/245/4-evidence-against-a-world-wide-flood.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/23/important-articles/246/5-the-garden-of-eden.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/23/important-articles/241/6-adam-and-eve.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/23/important-articles/248/7-what-did-adam-and-eve-lose.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/23/important-articles/247/8-origin-of-death.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/23/important-articles/240/9-new-look-at-evangelical-christianity.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/23/important-articles/332/10-genesis-creation-science-and-christianity.pdf


4. 

All of the above are briefly summarised in the last article, namely   The Genesis Creation, 
Science and Christianity 

Much of this information is presented visually in my DVD series ‘Awesome Universe’ that 
can be downloaded section by section from my webpage. 

With reference to a DVD on ‘Evidence AGAINST a world-wide flood’, this can be opened via 
the following link: https://factandfaith.co.za/product/awesome-universe-humanity/  

Using this material in schools and church discussion groups 

I suggest that the material presented in this article, 
together with the links to other articles and DVD’s, 
could be used as discussion and training material 
during a series of sessions with interested groups. 

 

 

Detailed discussions on the ‘Theory of Biological Evolution’ only need to take place once a 
group has worked through the above subjects listed 1 to 10. 

Biological evolution 

Articles and DVD’s relevant to discussing biological evolution are listed below: 

Awesome Universe DVD’s relating to evolution 

Understanding the Theory of Evolution: https://youtu.be/CQOU7HIGiTE 

What do the fossils tell us?: https://youtu.be/URa3uvfkpochttps://youtu.be/URa3uvfkpoc  

Irreducible complexity: https://youtu.be/TvYV_Fga8Ks 

Personal viewpoint: https://youtu.be/W5AmqVjREDg 

What about the Genesis creation account?:  https://youtu.be/krJNQjy5Qbg 

Articles relating to evolution 

• Missing links in evolution 
• Evidence for small scale and large scale evolution 
• The unexpected complexity of simplest life 
• Awesome new discoveries about the DNA code of life 

https://factandfaith.co.za/download/23/important-articles/332/10-genesis-creation-science-and-christianity.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/23/important-articles/332/10-genesis-creation-science-and-christianity.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/product/awesome-universe-humanity/
https://youtu.be/CQOU7HIGiTE
https://youtu.be/URa3uvfkpochttps:/youtu.be/URa3uvfkpoc
https://youtu.be/TvYV_Fga8Ks
https://youtu.be/W5AmqVjREDg
https://youtu.be/krJNQjy5Qbg
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/115/4-missing-links-in-evolution.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/97/17-evidence-for-small-scale-and-large-scale-evolution.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/84/30-the-unexpected-complexity-of-simplest-life.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/82/32-awesome-new-discoveries-about-the-dna-code-of-life.pdf


5. 
 

• Human eye poorly designed? 
• Evolution and the character of God 

Big Bang Christianity 

As mentioned earlier, a summary of how to reconcile the whole of scientific discovery with 
belief in God as Creator and with fundamentals of the Christian faith, is presented in the 
article: The Genesis Creation, Science and Christianity 

A DVD presentation ‘Big Bang Christianity’ can be opened by the following link: 
https://youtu.be/eOhxx4aEhcw 

Important conclusions 

I am convinced that a basic requirement for achieving reconciliation between scientific 
discoveries and the reality of God as the Creator, is to start our journey of discovery from 
science rather than from the Bible. Some of the scientific discoveries may initially seem to 
conflict with our traditional understanding of key Bible texts relating to creation. These 
potentially conflicting texts should then be carefully examined to reveal legitimate 
alternative translations of these texts and in this way discover how to fully harmonise the 
Bible with the ‘voice’ of God speaking to us through scientific discoveries about  Creation.  

Practical tasks for discussion groups 

As a study group works through the DVD’s and articles listed in this document, it can be 
helpful for the group facilitators to use the following article as an aid to answering questions 
Questions and answers for discussion groups 

At the end of this ‘Questions and Answers’ document is a suggested question paper that can 
be used for determining how well the group have assimilated the information presented to 
them during discussion sessions. 

Dr Michael Jarvis        15 May 2021 
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https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/116/2-human-eye-poorly-designed.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/20/other-update-articles/99/15-evolution-and-the-character-of-god.pdf
https://factandfaith.co.za/download/23/important-articles/332/10-genesis-creation-science-and-christianity.pdf
https://youtu.be/eOhxx4aEhcw
http://factandfaith.co.za/download/21/free-downloads/139/questions-and-answers-for-discussion.pdf
mailto:mike@factandfaith.co.za
http://www.factandfaith.co.za/

